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MARTIAN MADNES i 


logged onto NASA's internet site to 
view stills and movies beamed direct from 
thé cameras 120 million miles away. 
In Washington DC's Planet Hollywood 
restaurant, diners could watch thost 
scenes on 15 giant video screens while they 
munched their burgers. Sales of anything 
Mars-related went ballistic. There was a 
lively, if dubious, trade in plots of Martian 
land and two Yemeni men attempted to sut 
NASA for trespassing, claiming they had 
inherited Mars from their ancestors. 


Within a week, the conspiracy-based 
sceptics were expressing their doubts. The 
Usenet newsgroup sci.space.policy 
became very excited by the suggestion that 
certain views of the Martian landscape 
were being suppressed because they 
showed a discarded Evian water bottle near 
the large rock dubbed Barnacle Bill. 
Others identified the landscape as 
"obviously" the New Mexico desert near 
Roswell, alleging, once again, the 
hackneyed idea that it was all being staged 
in a studio set somewhere, as dramatised 
in the 1978 film Capricorn One. On 
another newsgroup - alt.conspiracy - the 
veracity of the landing and photos was 
accepted as continuing until "life is found 


there", at which point said one confident 
poster, “the transmissions will cease 


Some of this 
intentionally, by 


couidr Ip but e 

Curiously, there is a legal theme 
this issue. On page 22 Andrew Dennis 
examines a number of legal disputes over 
haunted houses, channelled teachings and 
other Forteana contested in the courtroom. 
As in the case of Australia's ‘Noah’s 
trial - see the report by Richard Seary on 
page 46 - the judgement side-steps the 
issue of the reality of the Fortean topic to 
concentrate on the realities of ownership 
trade and misrepresentation. We are also 
pleased to welcome Margaret Jervis to our 
Forum section. She is an 
commentator on 'Satanic child 
issues and, on page 48, summarises the 
recent conclusion of a long-running case 
involving two Newcastle nursery 
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FEATURE WRITERS THIS ISSUE — 2022°'"0" 1976 and a 


working director of the 


Rn : Dragon Project Trust since 
DAVE WALSH specialising in civil engineer- — 1977. He has written and 
Dave (daev) Walsh is an ing disputes, and has taken co-written 19 books to 
internet consultant who an active role in the process 


resides in Dublin from where of establishing the Charles 
_ he writes his weekly online Fort Institute. He is also a 


date, excluding contributory 
chapters in other books. 


ze En His latest, The Long Trip: 

. email newsletter Blather stalwart of the ‘Forteana’ A Prehistory of Psychedelia, 
(www.nua.ie/blather). He also e-mail list and was recently has just been published by 
compiles alternate instal- accused of "conspiring to Penguin/Arkana Original in 

. ments of ‘Wired for Weird’ bring about the death of the USA, and next month his 
for FT. He skives off on 2O0th-century thought.” long-awaited study, with 
expeditions of a Fortean Asked if he had anything to Peter Brookesmith, UFOs 
nature into the wilds of say for himself, he replied and Ufology, will be 


Ireland. daev@fringeware.com — “I look far less deranged 


in real life." — 


ANDREW DENNIS andrew@fidai.clara.net 


Andrew is 25 years old and 


lives in London with his wife PAUL DEVEREUX 
and two kids. He works as a Aged 52, Paul is a veteran of 


published by Blandford Press 
in the UK. He is currently 
working on a book on lucid 
dreaming with his wife 
Charla while commuting 
between home in Oxfordshire 


solicitor for the city firm of Earth Mysteries research, and lecturing in the USA. 
Barlow Lyde and Gilbert, editing The Ley Hunter for devereuxp@aol.com 
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sidelines 


RAINING FROGS...People in the 
Urziceni area of southern Romania 
woke up on 25 June after heavy rain 
Overnight to find the ground ankle- 
deep in frogs. According to the 
Rompes news agency. it was believed 
they had been sucked up by strong 
winds and carried long distances. BBC 
Teletext. 26 July 1997. 


... AND TOADS: Motorists reported a 
shower of toads at around lipm on 
5 July in Villa Angel Flores. near 
Culiacan on Mexico's Pacific Coast 
The newspaper El Debate maintained 
that a mini tomado had whirled them 
up from a nearby pond and dumped 
them on the town. [AP] 8 July 1997. 


VIRCIN FC: Reports that the Virgin 
Mary appeared to 50 schoolchildren 
in the northern Croatian village of 
Cradina have attracted thousands of 
pilgrims. The BVM was allegedly seen 
hovering lOft (3m) above a football 
pitch for about half an hour before she 
faded away Zeliio Teri president of 
Cradina Football Club above whose 
pitch the apparition was seen, said 
"Our life has changed overnight.” 
Scunthorpe Eve Telegraph. I9 June: 
Nottingham Eve Post. 19421 June 1997. 


FIERY CROSSES: A Presidential task 
force investigating a spate of torchings 
of black churches that swept USA in 
1996 has found that a greater number 
of white churches were destroyed by 
arsonists. Belief in a white supremacist 
conspiracy seems to be unfounded. 
While arson attacks on US churches 
are nsing. those against black places 
of worship have been declining for I5 
years. Sunday Telegraph, 15 June 1997. 


CRIM CARGO: The mummified parts 
of three babies, some inside plastic 
voodoo dolls. were found at the home 
of a 45-year-old man of Surinamese 
origin in Amsterdam last September. 
The mummified remains of a fourth 
infant were found at another house. 

On 20 April this year. seven human 
skulls and the mummified corpse of a 
baby were found concealed among 
handicrafts in a container at 
Amsterdam's Schiphol! airport during a 
routine drugs check The container 
was in transit from Peru to Belgium. [R] 
I4 Sept 1996 + 26 April 1997. 


BULL TERROR: Jash, an English bull 
terrier. was left on the back seat of a 
Ford Crenada while its owner went on 
an errand. It broke its lead. leapt into 
the front, trod on the handbrake. 
knocked the gears intoneutraland set 
the car rolling backwards down a hill in 
Dorchester, Dorset The vehicle 
mounted a pavement. hit two women 
and crashed into a wall. The women 
were kept in hospital overnight. but 
their injuries were not serious. 
D Telegraph. 18 June 1997. 
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Ë: Ish \ ading ‘daddy’,” said his father, 


lovers’ rock 


A MAN FROM Bristol, who does 
not wish to be named, picked up 
a flint in Margate, Kent, seven 
years ago. It split in half when it 
accidentally fell on a concrete 
path, revealing the letters 
"L-O-V-E". The letters seem 
to be the traces of micro- 
fossils or sponge fragments 
which possibly run through 
the brown flint nodule like a 
seaside stick of rock. 

The rock was inspected by Dr EJ 
Loeffler, curator of the University of 


©» Bristol's Department of Geology, who wrote: 

à “The flint which | examined was broken in 
two. In the middle of both broken surfaces 
were pale, circular, semi-circular and 
angular markings which resembled 
lettering. These markings were 
the surface expression of several 

small cylindrical and hemi- 
cylindrical structures within the 
body of the flint nodule. 

"The 'letters' on one surface 
were an imperfect mirror image of 
those on the other. The markings 
did not appear to have been 
enhanced in any way." Express, 
Shropshire Star, Devon Express & Echo, 
30 June 1997. 


bless you, sun 


THIS PICTURE OF the Sun "sneezing" 
was released on 4 March to marks 
Britain's celebrations of the first 
birthday of the Solar and Heliospheric 
Observatory (SOHO). The huge, 
crescent-shaped cloud of gas that can 
be seen rushing into space at a million 
miles an hour is similar to the one 
that hit Earth in January, destroying 
television reception across America 
by wiping out the communications 
satellite Telstar 401. SOHO's most 
famous achievement was that it enabled 
scientists to predict four days in 
advance the arrive at Earth of the 
January cloud, known as a coronal 
mass ejection. D. Te/egr 
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WORLD'S OLDEST 
WOMAN DIES 
Jeanne Calment, according to 
the Guinness Book of Records 
the oldest person on Earth, 
died in the Du Lac nursing 
home in Arles, France, on 

4 August at the age of 122 
years, five months and 14 
days. Lucid almost to the very 
end although nearly blind and 
virtually deaf, Mme Calment 
regaled visitors with memories 
of Vincent Van Gogh, who 
bought his paints at her 
father’s shop in 1888. 

Her parents lived to be 86 
and 88 and as a prosperous 
bourgeoise she led a leisured 
life. Regular exercise also 
helped: she took up fencing 
aged 85 and was still riding a 
bicycle at 100. “I’ve only one 
wrinkle — and I’m sitting on 
it,” she once quipped. Until 
the age of 120, she smoked 
one or two cigarettes a day, 
giving up because “it was 
becoming a habit”. According 
to her doctor: “As she grew 
weaker with age she couldn’t 
light a cigarette on her own. 
rather than admit it, she 
gave up.” 

According to Guinness, the 
title of world’s oldest person 
now falls to Danish-born 
Christian Mortensen, who 
turned 115 in San Francisco 


THIS JUST IN 


on 16 August. However, there 
are other claimants: Ali 
Mohamed Hussein (Lebanon), 
135; Maria Do Carmo 
Jeronimo (former Brazilian 
slave), 126 on 5 March; and 
Augusta Watts (Pensacola, 
Florida), 121 on 15 August. 
For earlier reports, see 
FT78:41, 89:14. D.Telegraph, 

5 Aug; Guardian, 5*6 Aug 1997. 


OWNINC MARS 
Three Yemeni men claiming 
ownership of Mars filed a 
lawsuit against NASA in late 
July for trespassing. The 
Pathfinder spacecraft landed 
on Mars on 4 July and 
released a buggy called 
Sojourner which began 
sending back data for 
analysis. "Sojourner and 
Pathfinder... began exploring 
it without informing us or 
seeking our approval," the 
men said. 

Adam Ismail, Mustafa 
Khalil and Abdullah al-Umari 
(or al-Amri) gave documents 
to Mohammad al-Bady, 
Yemen's prosecutor-general, 
which allegedly proved their 
claim. "We inherited the 
planet from our ancestors 
3,000 years ago," the Sanaa 
weekly newspaper A/-Thawri 
quoted the men as saying in 
one of the documents. The 


trio withdrew their case when 
threatened with arrest. "They 
were only seeking fame and 
publicity," said al-Bady. 
[APR] 24 July 1997. 


STONES FOR SALE 

Bidding for the ownership of 
the Rollright Stones, one of 
Britain's most important stone 
circles, closed on 8 August. 
The stones, actually two 
adjoining formations known as 
the Whispering Knights and 
the King's Men, are estimated 
to be 4,000 years old. The 
present owner of the stones, 
Ms Pauline Flick, is selling 
them because she no longer 
feels able to care for them 
properly. A profusion of bids 
appeared before the deadline, 
of varying seriousness. The 
main contenders were the 
Rollright Stones Appeal, an 
umbrella group of concerned 
parties including writer Terry 
Pratchett and the Sacred 
Lands Trust, and the Dragon 
Project Trust, headed up by 
long-time Fortean Times con- 
tributor Paul Devereux. Other 
bids were rumoured in the 
press, from personalities as 
diverse as Uri Geller and 
eccentric pop singer Julian 
Cope. Full report next month. 
Sunday Times, 27; Observer, 

19 Jul 1997. 


prophetic 
photograph 


MIK FARLEY FROM 
Westgate in Kent was 


took part in the new 
Margate & District 


pictured in the Thanet 
Times after his pool team 


Business pool League. 


The way he was 
holding his hand 
made it look as if 
he had lost half 
his right index 

finger. On 22 April, 

just hours after the paper 
hit the streets, he was at 
work with a glazing firm in 

Margate when a circular 

saw slipped and sliced off 

the upper part of the same 
finger. Thanet Times, 29 April 

1997. 


LIFE IMITATES PHOTO: [left and close-up] 
Mik's prophetic photo [above] the aftermath 
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CAR TROUBLE:Police saw a car 
weaving erratically down a crowded 
street in Clearwater, Florida. on 
12 june with a 3.5ft (Im)-long black- 
and-orange iguana apparently driving. 
"He had his clows on top of 
the wheel" said officer Larry Sams. It 
turned out that John Ruppell was 
actually steering. slouched, but with his 
eyes on the road. He was arrested for 
drunk driving. [AP] 14 June 1997. 


LOVE'S BLIND:A Saudi woman who 
donated an eye to restore her 
husbands sight ended up losing him 
to another woman. The newspaper Al- 
Jazirah said the man, from the Riyadh 
region. couldnt stand the sight of his 
wife being one-eyed and decided to 
remarry. [AFP] I6 June 1997. 


UNHOLY TRAIN:A train bound from 
Moscow to Warsaw was stopped at 
the Polish border on 16 June after 
guards found a radioactive crucifix 
hidden aboard. NY Daily News, 
17 June 1997. 


LONG TUMBLE:A Japanese woman 
recovered in hospital after falling 
4,000ft (1.220m) down the snow- 
covered slopes of 5,646ft (L721m) 
Mount Rishiri in the north of the country. 
Sachiko Ono. 58. suffered broken 
bones when she lost her footing. 
Wolverhampton Express & Star. 
Edinburgh Eve. News, I8 June 1997. 


EQUALLY MATCHED: When the first 

and second teams of Hampsthwaite 

cricket club, near Harrogate, North 

Yorkshire, played their respective 

fixtures against local sides.both games 

ended in a tie on a score of 154, both 

Hampsthwaite sides batted second in 

their match and both lost their last mon. 
off the last ball of the 44th over to a run 

out. DMail. IO June 1997. 


MEMORY LOSS: I2-year-old school- 
girl Lee Lok-wah was taken to hospital 
after suddenly being unable to recog- 
nise her classmates or teachers 
during an art class at Sha Tin Tsung 
Tsin Secondary School in Hong Kong. 
She was also unable to identity her 
mother, who called at the school 
South China Morning Post I9 Mar 1997. 


CO CNOME: Municipal workers found 
IIO garden gnomes in late June in a 
wood near Aix They were believed 
stolen by Frances anarchist Cnome 
Liberation Front from Limoges. The 
plaster and plastic. gnomes were 
taken to the Aix police station. 
D Telegraph. 28 June 1997. 


SLITHERY CUSTOMER: When an 
electrician was rewiring a house in 
Poole. Dorset. he came across a 4ft 
(lL2m)-long American com snake 
under the floorboards. Sunday 
Telegraph. 29 June 1997. 
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TAKINC THE PISS: Thieves broke into 
a van in Coventry and took two cases 
of wine and two cases of a battled 
product called 'Silent Roar. made from 
lions urine and used to keep house 
cats off gardens. A police officer said: 
"If they dont know what Silent Roar is. 
they might end up drinking the lot" 
Coventry Eve. Telegraph, 2! June 1997. 


COLD TURKEY: A Japanese tourist 
who wanted to catch a flight to Turkey 
was put on a train to Torquay after 
asking for directions at Paddington 
station in London. Professor Kumiko 
Tsuchida. 40, who has only a limited 
grasp of English. was on her first trip to 
Britain. Speaking later through an 
interpreter. she said: "I thought it was a 
long way to the airport, but when | 
asked people ‘Turkey? Turkey? they 
told me | was on the right train,” 

She arrived in Devon at midnight. 
convinced that she had been through 
the Channel Tunnel and was in Istanbul. 
Police found her wandering about at 
2am and arranged accommodation. 
She was whisked back to London and 
took a flight to Istanbul. where she 
teaches Japanese at the university. 
D Telegraph. I9 June 1997. 


PAYBACK:A fight broke out in 
Brighton. Sussex. when two drug 
dealers tried to sell a paracetamol 
tablet as ecstasy to a customer who 
offered a dud £50 note in payment. 
Cuoardian, 2 July 1997. 


BLOOD FEUD: Rabies-infested 
vampire bats have killed 10.000 cattle 
and a farm labourer in the northern 
Argentine province of Chaco The bats 
have spread closer than usual to 
towns in the sub-tropical area since 
floods at the beginning of the year. The 
authorities are paying £12.50 per bat 
nest discovered. [R] 24 June 1997. 


HAS BEENS: The bodies of hundreds 
of bees were found beneath rhodo- 
dendrons at Trewithen Cardens 
Probus in Cornwall. Each had a neat 
hole in the back of the head and the 
lower part of the body, including the 
Sting. bitten off. Experts concluded that 
the bees had fallen to the ground in a 
drunken stupor after overdosing on 
rhododendron nectar. They had then 
been killed and eaten by sweet- 
toothed woodmice. WestBnton, 5 June 
1997 


BADSIDE MANNERS: Two sorcerers 
who claimed they ate a I4-year-old girl 
after tuming themselves into birds to 
reach her home in France were jailed 
for 18 months in Ivory Coast. The girl 
died suddenly two days after suffering 
a headache. but doctors diagnosed 
nothing unusud. The sorcerers 
claimed they killed her because her 
mother failed to send money to rela- 
tives in Ivory Coast. [AFP] 5 July 1997. 
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there's a flyin' 


THERE WERE SEVERAL sightings of a kangaroo in 
the Swedish province of Vármland in May. The first 
report came from Ingrid Johansson, 60, who saw it 

at Motjárnshyttan on the afternoon of 4 May. It 
jumped into her garden and bounded past her house, 
disappearing into the forest to the north-west. It made 
strange barking noises, sounding almost like a roe 
deer, but she was certain it was a kangaroo. 

If we are to believe in eyewitnesses who "did not 
believe their eyes", the creature settled down some 
12 miles (20km) to the north-west, at a place called 
Gumhójden, which appears to mean Hag's Peak. The 
most publicised sighting was on 10 May in the nearby 
village of Mossfallet (Mossy Falls). Vivi Bergland, 65, 
was woken by her three cats at about four in the 
morning, 20 minutes before sunrise. 

Looking out of the window in the 


half light, she saw, about 10ft (3m) 
from the porch steps, a kangaroo hs / N 4 
sitting and eating sunflower Y Z 
seeds which she had put out / 
for the birds. Vivi roused her 

husband, Bo, 59, and they 

both watched the animal 

from the window. When 

they turned on the outdoor 

light, the animal retreated, 

but it returned when they 

switched it off. It was large, 

greyish brown and jumped 

with both feet together. 

On the same day it also 
appeared in the middle of 
Mossfallet, where it left clear 
tracks in the sand. No-one took a 
cast and the marks were washed 
away by rain, but ex-forester 
Karl Gustafsson, 76, took 
photographs. “There’s no 
doubt about it,” he said, 

“these prints were made 
by a kangaroo.” 

It's difficult to say how many 
times the animal was seen in the 
neighbourhood, as many of the witnesses 
wanted to remain anonymous. The quoted height 
of the animal diminished as the sightings continued. 
Too large a kangaroo would have been incredible, so 
the witnesses adjusted when confronted with sceptical 
wildlife experts and journalists. The local newspaper 
Varmlands Folkblad summed up the problem on 14 
May: “Those who have seen the animal have described 
it as taller than a human being. But if so, it could only 
have been a reddish brown giant kangaroo [Macropus 
rufus], which would be quite sensational. There is no 
such specimen in Sweden... Three zoos have the grey 
giant kangaroo [Macropus giganteus], but none of their 
animals is missing.” However, if the animal was only 
4ft 3in (1.3m) tall, it might have been a Tasmanian 
Bennetts wallaby. It would still be a mystery how it 
landed up in Vármland, but not an impenetrable 
mystery, perhaps. Bennetts wallabies are quite 
common in the British countryside, for instance. 

If the Swedish animal was an escaped pet, it must 
have been smuggled into the country. In order to pre- 
serve the fauna, Swedish law prohibits the importation 
of foreign animal species that might be able to survive 
in the wild, so no Swede is allowed to have a kangaroo 
as a pet. Although a wild kangaroo might survive in 
south Sweden, experts agree that it probably would not 
survive a normal winter in Varmland. Even if it could 
stand the cold, it would probably starve to death or fall 
prey to bears or other predators. 


pial into the ntry. Other explanations for 
the sightings included a large dog, a mangy 
fox and a genetically-manipulated hare. 
After heavy rain at the beginning of 
May, the floods ebbed away and 


the sun dried the ground. On 

AA 22 May Värmlands Folkblad 
d complained that the 

du $, ^l kangaroo reports had also 


oN dried up. The last 
sighting had occurred on 
15 May. Then on Saturday 
night, 24 May, the kangaroo was 
seen outside Filipstad, further 
south than usual. Rigmor 
Pettersson and her 
daughter Gunilla were 
driving home when they saw 
the animal on the motorway, sitting on 
its hindlegs with its forelegs raised. 
It had a long, stout tail and 
pointed ears. They saw it from 
16-20ft (5-6m) before it 
leapt into the forest and 
disappeared. It was small this 
time, less than 1m tall. Rigmor had been 
abroad on holiday and hadn't even heard 
about the earlier sightings. The next 
7 day her neighbour Kerstin Holm told 
her that she had seen it from her 
bedroom window two nights earlier. 
SN On 3 June the marsupial was back 
north in Gumhójden, waiting at the 
roadside like a hitchhiker. Tony 
Rickardsson, 26, three times world speedway 
champion, was by this time one of the few people 
in Vármland who had never heard of the animal — he 
had not read the newspapers for a month. With his 
colleague Anders Bácker and a mechanic, he was 
driving to Hagfors, when the 'roo came into view at 
about 5pm. It bent down, but raised its head when 
the car approached. The driver braked and the animal 
bounded into the forest. Tony had raced many times 
in Australia and had seen thousands of kangaroos. 
He was certain he had seen a kangaroo. This was the 
last encounter to make the newspapers. 

The early days of June were hot and northern 
Vàrmland was ablaze with forest fires. The kangaroo 
was gone — it came with the rain and faded away in 
the smokescreen, leaving another pointless and unfin- 
ished story. Was there a kangaroo at all, or was it only 
a lame roe deer hopping about making bear's prints? 


Compiled from translations made by Sven Rosén from Swedish 
press reports: Arbetet, 13+14+16 May; Expressen, 
9+13+14+16+18+27 May, 7+8+9 June; Góteborgs-Tidningen, 

6 June; Kvállsposten, 14 May; Nya Wermlands-Tidningen, 14 May; 
Sydsvenska Dagbladet, 9+10+16+28 May, 7 June; Vármlands 
Folkblad, 12+13+14+15+20+22+28 May, 5 June 1997. 


hot snack 


An X-ray of Teardrop, a red-tailed boa 
constrictor, taken on 30 June shows a heating 
pad's control unit and wiring inside the 8ft 
(2.4m) pet's stomach. After a 2% hour 
operation, Dr James Gansherg of Klamath 
Falls, Oregon, removed the pad and Teardrop 
was on his way home with Ron and Bonnie 
Probst for recuperation. [AP] 2 July 1997. 


FOLLOW UPS 


In which we return to some of the tales reported in tne pages 


of Fortean Times 


we revisit the penis snatcher of West Africa, Israeli aphrodisiac confectionary C 


= PENIS-SNATCHING 
PANICS [FT93:10, 99:12] 
Following the penis- 
snatching panics in 
West Africa, herbal 
doctor Abe Owerri 
was arrested in 
Nigeria and charged 
with obtaining 
money under false 
pretences. His tactic 
was to approach 
someone on the 
street, shake him by the hand and then 
throw himself to the ground screaming 
that his penis had vanished. With his 
victim transfixed with astonishment, the 
doctor’s accomplices would step in and 
mug him. The no-penis defence might be 
compromised in court when it emerges 
that many of these accomplices were 
among the doctor’s 144 children. 

In mid-June, the shrinking panic had 
spread to Gabon. A crowd in Libreville 
beat up a Malian accused of making 
another chap’s wedding tackle vanish. 
Focus, via Guardian, 27 May; Sunday Telegraph, 

15 June 1997. 


ks TORONTO'S WEEPING 

T E ntifffgS VIRCIN [FT94:13] 
fortea L: pu The jury is still out on 
m w 2 muse whether it's a miracle, 
us EM" but Toronto police say 
: there's no evidence of 
fraud in claims of a 
weeping icon of the 

ek! Virgin Mary in a tiny 

MADONV 

|| MEE East York church. 

ENS Detective Arthur 
Locker said that there 
was no proof that 
there had been any financial gain by 
those involved with the Mother 
Portaitissa and Saints Raphael, Nikolaos 
and Irene Church. Large amounts of cash 
had been donated since reports of the 
icon became public. Victoria (BC) Times-Colonist, 
19 Nov 1996. 


eo CHEW CUM, TURN ON 


[FT91:14] 
The Egyptian rumour 
that Israel is export- 
ing chewing gum 
laced with aphrodisi- 
acs simmers away 
in Palestine. (When 
it appeared in 
Saudi Arabia last 
December, the gum 
and sweets were 
said to improve 
male sexual performance rather then 
drive young women to libidinous frenzy: 
see FT97:15). According to the Palestinian 
Ministry of Supplies, a bubble gum on 
sale in Gaza was tested this May at the 
central food laboratories in Cairo and 
found to contain progesterone, a female 
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sex hormone. According to Dr Nahed 
Nakhal, director-general of the General ` 
Technical Administration in the Palestinian 
Ministry of Supplies, suspicions were first 
aroused by a warning on the gum wrapper 
saying: “For adults only”. Some of the 
gums, he said, named the manufacturer as 
“Penthouse International”. 

In June, the Palestinian Authority sent 40 
types of soft drinks from Israel to the Cairo 
laboratory to test for ingredients it claimed 
stimulates the sex drives of women and 
brings teenagers to early puberty. Other 
products to be tested include biscuits, 
chocolate, beans and sugar. 

Saleh Abdulal, a Palestinian official, 
confused matters by suggesting that seven 
types of Israeli gum contained “a sexually- 
stimulating substance” which “may 
generate sterility in men and women”. 

The newspaper al-Haya al-Jadida 
reported that the Palestinian security forces 
had confiscated 200 tons of aphrodisiac- 
laced gum, which was allegedly being sold 
by Mossad (the Israeli intelligence agency) 
“so that Palestinian women will become 
prostitutes and be easily recruited as spies”. 

In fact, the presence of a female sex 
hormone in bubble gum is not impossible. 
“Gelatin, used in gum, comes from the 
bones of animals,” said Dr Brian Coussin, 
director of the food control service of the 
Israeli Health Ministry. “Progesterone 
could be found in the bones of female 
animals that have been treated with this 
kind of fertility hormone. It could stimulate 
sexual energy, but I think it’s rubbish to 
say Israel is trying to change [Palestinian] 
society in this way.” [R] 28 May; Jerusalem Post, 
7+14 June; NY Post, 29 June 1997. 


A paperback genre with titles including 
The Hookers’ War: Jewish Women and Arab 
Politicians is doing a roaring trade in Cairo 
bookshops and roadside stalls. The books, 
with covers often showing the Star of David 
and sultry women in lingerie, exploit an 
Egyptian fondness for conspiracy theories, 
distrust of Israel and a fascination with 
Israelis’ more liberated sex lives. 

“Sex is more dangerous than nuclear 
weapons,” wrote Amr Nassef, author of 
Normalization with Sex. “Israel has been 
using this weapon to confront us for some 
time. However, recently it has reached a 
provocative level.” 

On 17 February, the sex- 
over into reality when Aza 
Israeli engineer working 
Emad Abdel-Hamid Ismail, an Egyptian 
were arrested on espionage charges The 
Cairo authorities announced that two 
female Israeli agents would be tried in 
absentia for recruiting the Egyptian. 

Ismail reportedly told police that the 
women picked him up at a nightclub when 
he was working at a factory in Israel After 
sleeping with him, they handed over £400 
for Egyptian secrets and promised him 
£600 a month for further information. Azam 


Spy link slipped 
m Azam, an 
near Cairo, and 


See 


This month 


ink to write 
The trial, 
provide much 


THE ZITi KILLER 
[F784:10, 95:14] 
Richard H Rosenthal, 
mbowelled 
his wife after a 
overcoo 


row 
ed ziti 
(a pasta dish) and 


Lg pleaded insanity 
E 1.1... 
eog e ICI > 1 


PES Sd aliens ria 

= Re d " A ^ 
CON WW was found guilty of 
=" first-degree murder 
on 7 November and 


HOLY TOMATO 

[FTIO2:7] 

Following publicity 

around the 
Huddersfield tomato 
spelling out in its 
seeds the Arabic for 
“There is no God 
but Allah and 

Mohammed is his 

Prophet" [or “...is 
| the messenger" in 

the more modern 
rendering]. holy tomatoes have been 
turning up all over the country, with 
photographs of indecipherable tomatoes 
gracing the front pages of many papers 
The veg choppers favoured with divine 
grace included Sajahid Ali of Halifax (16 
June); Farida Gadatara of Colindale, north 
London (18 June); Shazir Bashir of 
Peterborough (25 June); Nadeem Arif of 
Nottingham (26 June); Zia-ur Rahman of 
Chadderton, near Manchester (about 28 
June): Latifan Begum of Oxford (2 July); 
Thirar Begum of Oldham (4 July); and 
Jamal Uddin of Oldham (12 July). 

As a bit of variety, Abdul Hey of 
Washington, Tyne & Wear, cut a mango in 
half in early July to find two 'M's and an 
‘N’. “It looks like the initials representing 
Mohammed," he said. 

Christian and Buddhist edible simulacra 
were reported in the Sun. Devout Catholic 
Aaron Dodgson from Earlsdon, Coventry, 
found a pork scratching in the form of the 
Virgin Mary and the Baby Jesus. He 
planned to frame the 3in (8cm) religious 
rind in a glass case. And Mrs Gajaraben 
Mistry of Bradford cut open an auber&ine 
to discover a divine ‘om’ sign. Halifax Eve. 
Courier, 17 June; Hendon and Finchley Times, 19 June 
Peterborough Herald & Post, 26 June; Nottingham Eve 
Post, 27 June; Sun, 2+9 July; Manchester Eve. News, 
Oxford Star, Sunderland & Washington Star, 3 July: 
Oldham Advertiser, 17 July 1997. 


AEDUIRES Enter Prince Xizor - the newest 

- 
2 
Emir; 


villain of the Dark Side. In 
Shadows of the Empire, you'll 
encounter him along with a host 
of new Star Wars characters, vehicles and locations. With your 3D accelerator, it's a fast, sharp, 
colourful universe - so detailed, in fact, you can see the trigger of a blaster. Enter 
the fray in 5 gameplay modes; ground shooter, space combat, speeder bike, jet 


pack and snow speeder - all in an effort to protect Luke from the evil clutches of 


Xizor - a face of evil so dark, you'll only find him in the shadows. WlwW.lucasafts.com 


ucasfilm Ltd. All rights reserved. Used under authorisali jted in the United Kingdom by ractive Entertainmer 


THERE'S A NEW FACE OF 
EVIL IN THE UNIVERSE. 


CAND YOU THOUGHT IT COULDN'T GET ANY UGLIER.) 


YOU'RE DASH RENDAR - QUICK ON 
THE TRIGGER OF A BLASTER. 


IT'S YOU AND YOUR TINY SNOW SPEEDER 
VERSUS A GIANT, WALKING A.T.A.T. 


SPEEDER BIKE MODE - FAST-PACED 
ACTION WITH A KICK START. 


"Cet your hands off my pussy!” 


n the first half of this year, more than 30 

cats vanished from Hardwicke, Abbeydale 

and Quedgeley in the neighbourhood of 

Gloucester. Most went missing at night 

when people had let their pets out and 
they had failed to return. 

Anita lles, whose tabby Brambles disappeared 
on 5 February, discovered that 14 other cats had 
vanished during the two months after Christmas. 
“A lot of people think there are catnappers about 
and | noted footmarks on the garden before 
Bramble went. We have also heard stories of 
someone who is putting rat poison down and of 
an old lady who keeps cats in a shed." 

Acting on information received, police and an 
RSPCA inspector visited an address in Quedgeley 
where 30 cats were supposedly being kept in a 
shed; nothing was found. 

Paula Greaves of Petsearch, which tries to 
reunite owners and pets, was quoted as saying: 
"Thefts are growing. We know hundreds of 
owners who have missing cats. We believe many 
of the animals are winding up in Eastern Europe 
where cat pelts can fetch up to £3.50 each. You 
can imagine the numbers stolen to make a profit." 

John Rimmer, editor of Magonia, snorted: "A 
likely story. In most of Eastern Europe a decent 
three-course meal with wine doesn't cost that 
much, let alone a moulting moggie's outer wear." 
PC Phil Hill of Hardwicke police said: "There is 
no evidence to suggest that anything suspicious 
is going on... It’s becoming like 
the myth of alligators living in the New York 
sewers.” He suggested that road deaths and 
depredation by foxes accounted for many of the 
disappearances. Non-neutered tom cats also 
travel long distances in search of nookie and 
sometimes never return. 

Gangs of pet-snatchers supplying pelts for 
shady and unscrupulous foreign furriers and 
meat for fiendish oriental restaurateurs 
constitute a well established theme in urban 
folklore. In Strange Cults and Secret Societies of 
Modern London (1934), for instance, Elliott 
O'Donnell relates rumours of cat-snatchers who 
skinned the animals alive and sold the skins to 
“foreign Jewish fur merchants”. 
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In the first three weeks of May, 20 cats 
vanished from Hardwicke and 10 from 
Abbeydale. Seen in the area of some of the 
disappearances was a white Ford Transit van 
emblazoned with the words “Bristol Animal 
Sanctuary” in amateurish red lettering. Enquiries 
showed that no such place existed. "| saw it in 
Alma Place in Linden on Friday [16 May],” said 
Nicki Sysum. None of the witnesses managed to 
get a registration number. Like the white vans 
reported in other scare waves (predatory clowns, 
for instance), this one was never traced. 

At 7.45am on 14 May, Tracey Cook, 29, of 
Wheatstone Road, Tredworth, saw “a tall, skinny 
bloke over the road talking on a mobile phone. 


He put the phone in his pocket and a black Ford 
Sierra pulled up. Then he darted across the road 
and grabbed a black and white cat from my 
garden, put it in a big, brown spud bag and got 
in the car. A bit further up the road one of them 
got out of the car and into a red one, then they 
both shot off at about 90mph." The man was 
described as white, about 6ft (1.8m), thin and 
wearing a blue bobble hat and black jacket. 

In the last few days of May, reports of seized 
cats were pouring in to the Cats Protection 
League from the Forest of Dean, 10 miles 
(16km) to the west of the earlier vanishings. A 
spokeswoman warned owners to keep their cats 
Indoors for at least a week. In Coleford, a group 
of children saw two women, one with a blue 
rinse, drive up in a dark blue saloon car. They 
grabbed a ginger cat which kicked and struggled 


and shoved it into the car before making off at 
speed. Cats were also missing from Drybrook, 
Brierley and Ruardean, and several witnesses 
spotted a tell-tale white van (the ground-based 
equivalent of the black helicopter?) 

Petnapping scares occur regularly round the 
country. In February, the Teesside Cats 
Protection League said that 450 cats had gone 
missing in Teeside in less than two years. dn 
Teiford that month, about 40 black and white 
cats disappeared. Last January it was the turn of 
Redruth and Trispen in Cornwall to be visited by 
the phantom cat-snatchers. 

Between March and June last year, 18 cats 
vanished from the Dartmoor village of Liverton In 
south Devon. It was the third year cats had gone 
missing from the village over the same months: 
In May last year, there was a spate of thefts along 
the North Wales coast. It was suggested that 
some cats were used for vivisection experiments 
or as bait for fighting dogs. More than 125 cats 
disappeared from the Clevedon area of Avon in 
February and March 1995. 3 

The Sussex-based group Pet Detectives, 
investigating a spate of (mostly black) cat 
disappearances across the south of England ni 
recent months from Hampshire to Kent, suggest: 
eda link with black magic rites. The discovery of š 
sacrificed animals has lent credence to this * 
hypothesis. On Pock Hill, for instance, next to 2 
disused abbey near East Grinstead in be 
Sussex, Val Leggett found a circle of Skewere 
rabbits nailed to a cross, with a skull and a w 
ered pigs head. Similar tableaux have Ec 
found in Angmering and Findon, West Ee 
Cissbury Ring, near Arundel; Clapham Wod, 
near Worthing; and Barnham, near Bognor R 
In the two weeks leading up to the Sui 
Solstice, the Kent and Sussex Courier report 
the disappearance of at least 14 cats. 
D.Post, 30 May 1996; West Briton (Cornwall), ^ 
6 Feb, 29 May; The Cornishman, 6 Feb, 29 May, 1 
Wolverhampton Express & Star, 13 Feb; mjadi m 
Eve. Gazette, 19 Feb, 26 July; The Citizen (Glos), P i 
13+16+17+20+21+28 May, 2 June; D.Mail, 2 a 
Observer, 8 June; Edinburgh Eve. News, 4 July 1934. 
Magonia #60 (Aug 1997). 
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space junk 


DEVO SANC ABOUT it and Arthur C Clarke 
worries about it. It appears that, as is so often 
the case, human colonisation of space has 
brought with it a mass of dangerous junk. 

An estimated 6,700 man-made objects and a 
further 3.5 million fragments are thought to 
be orbiting the planet; no wonder aliens 
apparently keep crashing into us. 

In February 1996, a NASA experiment 
investigating a possible new power source 
was cut short - literally - by a microscopic 
piece of metal. The space shuttle Columbia 
deployed a satellite 
with a 12 mile 
(20km) cable 
connected 
to it; it 
was hoped 
to generate 
electricity by 
dragging this conductive cable 
through the Earth's magnetic 
fields. Sadly, the cable snapped six eo 
hours into the experiment, when all but 
330 yards (300m) had been unravelled. 

NASA investigators were initially at a loss 
to explain the failure. Four months later, a 
statement appeared to the effect that they 
believed the damage had been caused when 
a particle of metal punctured the cable's thin 
insulating layer of Kevlar, causing an arc of 
electricity and severing the cable. Despite 
this, Kenneth Szalai, Director of NASA's 
Dryden Flight Research Center, remained 
confident that the basic concept was sound. 
'The project had met with problems on 
previous occasions; in 1992, a similar satellite 
was trapped dangerously close to the shuttle 
after its cable became caught on a bolt. 


Before the year was out, NASA had 
speculated about using 'Star Wars' lasers to 
clean up the Jarger bits of junk! Dr Jonathan 
Campbell, who heads Project Orion, said that 
it would be possible to use a laser at a desert 
site aimed at the underside of any passing 
junk to blast it into space. This would burn 
off a portion of the underside, producing a 
certain amount of thrust which could propel 
the junk out of Earth orbit. 

All this came a mere two years after 
NASA confidently announced that space 
was becoming cleaner. A three-year study 

of debris by a radar at MIR 
found much less debris at 

lower orbits than had been 
expected. The explanation 
proffered was that it was 
a combination of the 
*hoovering' effect of the 
Earth's atmosphere and a 
reduction in the number of 
actual launches into 

space. An unlikely 
piece of junk was 
reported by the Natural History 
Museum in 1994 - urine. The Museum's 
Monica Grady was given the task of 
examining layers of protective insulation 
from the European Space Agency's Eureca 
[sic] satellite, and discovered traces of 
potassium chloride in among the expected 
iron, magnesium and calcium. She suggested 
that it might have come from urine dumped 
by the Apollo or Mir astronauts. 

Sunday Telegraph, 28 June; Lewiston (ME) SunJournal, 9 
Dec; Boston (MA) Globe, 28 Dec 1991; NY Times, 17 May 
1994, 26 Feb 1995; Int. Herald Tribune, 18 May 1994; 
New Scientist, 3 Sep 1994, 15 Jun, 3 Sept 1996; Guardian, 
10 Dec 1994, 27 Feb 1996; Times, 20 Mar 1995, 28 Oct 
1996; Independent, 5 Sept 1995; D.Telegraph, 15 Aug; 
Surrey Advertiser, 18 Aug; S. Times, 20 Oct 1996. 


SIMULACRA 
CORBMER 


David Shurville took this photograph in 
Chiang-Mai. Thailand. in 1994 - he only 
noticed the cloud resembling a white 
elephant when the film was developed. 
It was directly above a golden chedi 
(spire). around the base of which were 
a number of life-size stone elephants. 
Directly before the birth of Cautama 


Buddha. according to legend. his 
mother dreamed of a white elephant. 
Consequently in Thailand, white (albino) 
elephants are revered and deemed 
auspicious. Any captured or bred are 
considered royal property and have to 
be handed over to the kings stable. 


We are always glad to receive pictures 
of spontaneous forms and figures. or 
any Curious images. Sendthem to the 
editonal post box (with a stamped 
addressed envelope or international 
reply coupon) and well pay a fiver or 
ten dollars for any we use. 


KARL SHUKER 
has the latest 
from planet 
cryptozology 


fi 
xe 4 
THYLACINES - NATIVE 
OR NATURALISED? 
Although the Tasmanian wolf or thylacine 
supposedly died out on mainland Australia 
about 2,300 years ago, in modern times 
there have been many sightings here of 
thylacine-like beasts, particularly in the 
Gippsland region, including Wilsons 
Promontory. Does this mean that the 
thylacine has persisted here, undiscovered 
by science, for over two millennia? Perhaps 
there is a simpler, alternative explanation. 
Wilsons Promontory was reserved as a 
national park in 1898, but during the next 
40 years, at least 23 different species of 
native animal from elsewhere in Australia 
were released here by misguided natural- 
ists. Hence it is possible that thylacines 
too, which survived on Tasmania until at 
least 1936, were imported and released in 
Gippsland. Needless to say, if that is 
indeed true, and if they duly survived, 
bred, and thrived in this area, eventually 
establishing naturalised populations, that 
would explain the present-day plethora of 
unconfirmed thylacine reports here. 
Brisbane Sun-Herald, 1 June 1997. 


BIGFOOT TO BIC BIRDS? 
Acurious snippet that apparently featured 
a while ago on the internet (possibly in the 
ongoing Virtual Bigfoot Conference web- 
site) has been brought to my attention by 
fellow cryptozoologist Darren Naish. As far 
as he can recall, the snippet claimed that 
several sightings had been made, the 
most recent during 1975, of a 7-ft-tall bird 
in the Mount Adams area of Washington 
State, USA, and which has been likened to 
a giant brown bird, called the Pach- 
an-a-ho (variously translated as ‘crooked- 
beak bird’ or ‘rough-looking bird’), from 
traditional Yakima legends. In addition, a 
party of American Indians apparently 
visited a certain American museum not 
long ago, and became very excited when 
they saw a life-sized reconstruction of a 
giant flightless prehistoric predatory bird 
from North America called the Diatryma, 
because they claimed that this was the 
Pach-an-a-ho. Sources have informed me 
that issue #20 (August 1992) of the 
Western Bigfoot Society's newsletter, The 
Track Record, may include details 
concerning all of this, but | have not seen 
a copy of that issue so far. As for Diatryma 
reconstructions, the only one that | am 
aware of in the USA features two adults 
and a chick, and is at the Californian 
Academy of Sciences. If any FT readers can 
shed further light on this intriguing case, 
I'd greatly welcome any details that they 
may like to send in to ‘The Alien Zoo’. 
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SCIENCE PHOTO LIBRARY 


WHEN WORLDS COLLIDE: Or particles anyway.. the 
jet of particles from a matter/anti-matter collision 
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Sony thinkman monitored 


ANY FT READERS will recall the 
Ms media interest in an alleged 

British Telecom plan to record human 
experience on a microchip. As it turned out, this 
was more hype than anything else; some off-the- 
cuff remarks by a BT engineer were seized upon 
and blown up by the media. This sent us scurrying 
back to our archives to try to dig up the truth on a 
curiously similar tale which came our way in 
1995. In October of that year, a number of 
articles about Sony's 'Institute of Wisdom' 
appeared. The Institute, created in 1989 by 
Sony founder Masaharu Ibuka and former chairman 
Akio Morita, is apparently dedicated to fringe and 
cutting-edge research. 

According to our sources, the Institute has been 
carrying out in-depth research into a wide range 
of fringe areas, with a fair degree of success. 

They have apparently produced several products, 
including the Pulse Graph, which is claimed to 
identify health problems from pulse measurement. 
However, the most intriguing product under 
development was tentatively named the 
'Spookman', and purported to be a device straight 
out of science fiction — a machine which enables 
telepathic communication. 

Our sources make a frankly incredible array of 
claims for this hypothetical new gadget. It first 
surfaced on 12 October 1995 in two clippings from 
the South China Morning Post and the Observer. 
At this stage, Sony were said to be conducting 
intensive tests with psychics, and reporting 
intriguing results. In one test, subjects were 
apparently presented with two black plastic 
containers, one containing platinum and the other 
empty. Psychics were said to be able to detect the 
platinum seven times out of 10. The research was 
said to involve qi, a life-force which lies behind 
much of traditional Chinese medicine. 

By the end of the month, more details had 
emerged. Not only was the research apparently 
genuine, but it was beginning to attract criticism 
from the Japanese scientific establishment, wary 
of the cultic legacy of Aum Shinrikyo. 

Professor of Physics Yoshihiro Otsuki said: 

“Įm furious at Sony, absolutely furious. By 
financing an employee who believes in paranormal 
phenomena, Sony might as well be denying that its 
products work." 


By November, the story had made it to the 
august pages of the Daily Telegraph, albeit in what 
appeared to be a massively embroidered form. 
This time the device was called the 'Ghostman' 
and the only powers claimed for it were those 
associated with the pulse monitor mentioned 
above. Moreover, a noticeably unattributable Sony 
spokesman was now being quoted as saying: "We 
believe the Ghostman could eventually be able to 
predict a person's destiny as well as their medical 
risks by revealing the person's physical constitution 
in terms of Eastern medical science." Telepathy is 
nowhere mentioned. 

It should be noted that previously loquacious 
Sony representatives in the UK now seem to 
become remarkably untalkative when enquiries 
are made about the Spookman or the Institute of 
Wisdom. What can it al! mean? South China Morning 
Post, Observer 12 Oct; Fort Walton Beach (FL) Daily News, 
25 Oct; Fort Wayne (IN) Journal Gazette, 29 Oct; 
D.Telegraph 16 Nov 1995. 


THE KOESTLER INSTITUTE at Edinburgh 
University reported striking success in testing 
psychic powers in laboratory conditions in March. 
In the tests, known as Ganzfeld experiments, 
subjects were asked to try and ‘read’ images 
thought of by a 'sender'. These were selected at 
random by computer, and the 'reader' had to pick 
the correct one from four possibilities. 

In trials with more than 100 people, Professor 
Robert Morris and colleagues found a ‘hit rate’ of 
almost 50 per cent — almost twice that suggested 
by chance. Sunday Telegraph, 30 Mar 1997. 


IF THE SPOOKMAN project ever does come to 


fruition, its efficiency might depend on the time of 


day. Physicist James Spottiswood claims to have 
found that ESP is at its most effective at 13.30 


local sidereal time, the time at which the constella- 
tion of Virgo is overhead. Spottiswood, a Director of 
the Cognitive Sciences Laboratory at Palo Alto, dis- 


covered the apparent effect after examining the 
results of some 1,500 experiments in the US and 
Europe. While Spottiswood makes no claims as to 
what the experiments measured, he remains 
emphatic that the ‘Virgo Effect’ is real. His results 
were published in the Journal for Scientific 
Exploration for July. Guardian, 1 Jul 1997. 
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Almost every household in the Philippines 
owns a carved wooden statue of the Baby 
Jesus, known as Santo Nino or holy child. It 
is believed that through prayer these can 
become channels for the powers of a good 
spirit such as a fairy, dwarf or angel. There 
are occasionally stories of the statues 
crying or dancing. 

Olivia Camanag’s 17in (43cm) Santo Nino 
was given to her as a birthday present in 
1987 by her boss at the local government 
office in Cavite, south of Manila. She took 
the statue to church with her on Sundays 
and it had it's own seat in the family jeep. 

One day in 1991, a psychic told Olivia, now 
47, that before the end of the year the statue 
would give her "something to remember." 
“That year on 26 December," she recalled, “I 
started to see a very bright light, and could 
hear a child's voice, the voice of the Santo 
Nino, saying: ‘I am here, and I am going to 
give you a mission'. He said I had to move 
him from the house to our shed and make a 
chapel with an altar there." 

Santo Nino asked Olivia in a vision to 
change his original clothes - shorts and 
T-shirt - for a satin robe. She saw his shoes 
were split, and when she took them off, they 
wouldn't fit back on. Measuring him, she 
realised that over the years the statue had 
grown from 17in to 23in (43cm to 58cm). 

A week later, a woman unknown to Olivia 
arrived at the house with her five-year-old 


PHILIPPINES 


son, who had a serious untreatable allergy. 
He had stopped eating, and could barely 
breathe. She said she'd met an old woman in 
the street who told her to visit Olivia because 
she could heal. 

“I told her I didn't know what she was 
talking about," said Olivia. “But she was so 
insistent that I went to the shed and prayed 
to Santo Nino. I heard a voice telling me to 
get some oil and massage the child. I did 
this, my hands were trembling. After a while 
the little boy seemed to be better. He started 
asking for food. Afterwards, I was praying, 
asking God: ‘What did I just do?’ I heard a 
voice saying: ‘You didn’t do anything. It was 
me - you are just an instrument’.” Six 
months later, the woman brought the boy 
back, completely cured. 

People started arriving at Olivia's house in 
droves. *I must have treated thousands," she 
said. “If their illness is physical rather than 
spiritual, Santo Nino will tell me the name of 
the medicine they need. To be honest, I wish 
it wouldn't happen. Sometimes there are so 
many people that my son has to help me. I 
don't get to bed until 6am, and then I can't go 
to work. Santo Nino told me I must never 
ask for anything in reward, other than to ask 
the people to pray. I have never accepted 
anything, although I have been offered 
money, a car and a trip to Hong Kong." 

Olivia, taking a break from healing, says 
that many of her “patients” are people who 
have had curses or palipadhangin put on 


1 by 6in (15cm) 


or IS it JUS 


ADAM EASTO ond CLARIE WALLERSTEIN report on some spookiness 
in one of the Far Easts most active Fortean hotspots 


them by witches to destroy their protective 
aura. She finds lumps in their skin. When 
she prays and massages these, live ants, 
bees, worms or nails or crystals come out — 
the physical manifestation of evil spirits. 
'These have to be caught, immersed in holy 
water and buried underground. 


A group of academics calling themselves 
Questors, who claim to have psychic powers, 
are gaining huge popularity and interest as 
they visit disaster sites to help tormented 
souls *move on". Until recently the most 
famous Quests have been at the Manila Film 
Centre, where up to 100 workers were 
accidentally buried alive in the cement 
foundations during the rushed building of 
the centre, the pet project of Imelda Marcos. 

The centre has been declared structurally 
unsound and is closed to the public; but 
those who have been inside claim to have 
heard a high-pitched keening or moaning, 
the sounds of ghostly hammers banging or 
saws screeching; or to have experienced 
hands pushing down on their shoulders and 
strange bursts of cold. 

Three Quests have been held at the cen- 
tre, the third in 1996 on the 15th anniversary 
of the deaths, on the exact date and hour of 
the accident. During the five-hour session, 
the mediums say that they contacted and 
helped more than a dozen spirits. 

Since then, they have turned their 
attentions to the Hyatt Terraces Hotel in the 
mountain province of Baguio, which 
collapsed during a violent earthquake in 
1990. International aid teams and local 
miners managed to rescue some survivors, 
but dozens died. The site was eventually 
bulldozed, but motorists passing the spot 
still report seeing ghostly figures on the road 
and locals say that the spot is always cold. 

In early May, the Questors assembled in 
Baguio and performed the Tower of Light - 
a pre-Quest ritual in which they summon 
feelings of love and peace to protect them for 
what lies ahead. They then sat in candlelit 
circles, holding hands to try and summon up 
the spirits and “elementals” or lamang-lupa, 
which are trapped in the place. 

The 78 people who took part in the Baguio 
Quest claimed to have experienced an 
unidentifiable perfume, which they believe 
is evidence of the presence of fairies, and the 
stench of decaying human bodies. As well as 
spirits of some of those killed in the accident, 
the Questors contacted ancient spirits of 
native Igorot tribespeople who had died 
long before. They felt the 258 spirits in 
Baguio were sad. They had remained at the 
site because they were worried about friends 
and relatives. 

News of the Questors’ success has reached 
the staff of the Manila’s Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport, which they say has 
been haunted since it opened in 1983. 
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ISLE OF WHITE COUNTY PRESS 


NUTS ROUND THE BEND 

A Volvo belonging to an elderly woman from 
Godshill on the Isle of Wight broke down and 
was towed into Binstead Auto Centre. After much 
head scratching and examination, mechanics 
discovered that the exhaust system was jammed 
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stitched up 


PARTHA PRATIM KAR, unemployed since 
training as a vet in the north-eastern Indian state 
of Tripura in 1991, had been on hunger strike for 
20 days when this photograph was taken. He had 
stitched up his lips to avoid being forcibly fed. 
Kar and 35 other vets were demanding jobs 

from the state government. Western Morning Post, 
27 May 1997. 
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with hundreds of nuts. It was thought that an 
animal — probably a woodmouse - had stored the 
nuts in the exhaust, using it as a winter larder. 
Damage to the exhaust, the silencers and the 
catalyser cost about £250 to put right. 

“It is not a case of a human playing a prank,” 
said Paul Wratten, a manager at the garage, 
"because there is no way they would have been 
able to flick or push the nuts so far up into the 
car and around bends in the exhaust system." 
The car was rarely driven: although more than 
four years old, it had only 7,000 miles on the 
clock. /sle of Wight County Press, 24 Jan 1997. 


ORPHANS STRIKE IT RICH 

Three orphans in Sierra Leone, whose parents 
were killed two years ago in a rebel attack on 
their village of Hinnah Malen in the southern 
Pujehun district, went on a search for wild yams 
on 28 January after two days without food. Morie 
Jah, 14, the oldest boy, told reporters that they 
were returning home after a fruitless three-hour 
search when they found a yam under a palm 
tree. Underneath it was a flawless 100-carat 
diamond. Valuers in the capital, Freetown, said 
that the gem was worth at least £325,000. It 
wasn't clear how much money the children, who 
had just returned to the village for the first time 
after the attack that killed their parents, would 
get from the sale of the stone. [R] 29 Jan 1997. 


CHIEF COES HOME 

The remains of a native American chief who died 
in Britain while on tour with Buffalo Bill's Wild 
West Show are to be returned to his tribal home- 
land. Chief Long Wolf, a celebrated Sioux warrior, 


died of bronchial pneumonia aged 59 and was 
buried in Brompton Cemetery, London, in June 
1892. The grave was "discovered" a century 
later by Elizabeth Knight who traced the warrior's 
great-great-grandson, John Black Feather, 60, 
and helped him campaign for the remains to be 
returned home. A plot has been set aside at Wolf 
Creek Community Cemetery in Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota, home of the Sioux reservation. Also to 
be returned are the remains of a 17-month-old 
baby girl, Star Ghost Dog, who appeared with her 
parents in Buffalo Bill's show and was buried with 
the chief. [AFP] 6 May; D. Telegraph, 31 July 1997. 


HOLY DOC SEND OFF 
A holy dog, worshipped for nearly 12 years as 
the reincarnation of an ancient Indian saint, was 
given a Hindu burial by thousands of devotees 
in Bombay in April. The body of Twinkle, 12, a 
Pomeranian which was renamed Sri Sai Pandu 
Baba, was bathed in water from seven Indian 
rivers at the temple over which he presided, 
before being marched through the streets of 
Panvel, a Bombay suburb, on a palanquin 
followed by wailing devotees. He was then buried 
by the side of a German collie owned by the 
temple's founder in a samadhi or mausoleum 
lined with sandalwood powder, camphor and 
incense amid chanting of mantras. 

As a two-week-old pup, Twinkle was sold 
to Narayan Baba, the founder of the Sai Baba 
mandir or temple, by a local hotelier and 
almost immediately revealed his religious 
identity through "pious gestures". Soon he was 
"blessing" worshippers who were convinced he 
was their saint reincarnated in a dog's body. 
The choicest sweets and savouries were given to 
him as offerings every day. Rahul Bedi, reporting in 
Irish Times, 5 April 1997. 
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man survives 13,000ft fall 


A BRITISH PARACHUTE 
novice on a skydiving holiday 
in Florida was saved when his 
equipment malfunctioned by an 
American instructor who died 
in the accident on 22 June. 
Gareth Griffiths (pictured 
below), 27, a management 
consultant from Bridgend, 
South Wales, owed his life to 
Michael Costello, 42, who bore 
the brunt of the impact when 
the pair crashed into an orange 
grove near Umatilla airport 
under a partially inflated para- 
chute at 120mph (193kmh). 

The two men were under- 
taking a tandem jump strapped 
in the same harness. They 


5,000ft (1,500m), but 


reserve parachute, which 
became entangled. Costello 
managed to turn them both 
round so that he would hit the 
ground first, landing on his 
back. The instructor, from 
Mount Dora, Florida, had made 
more than 7,500 jumps in 18 
years, of which about 2,000 
were with the tandem rig, 
one of the safest pieces of 
equipment used by sports 
parachutists. 

Gareth Griffiths underwent 
a seven-hour operation in 
Orlando to insert pins in his 
lower back and was released 
from hospital on 4 July. At the 
moment of the accident, 5,000 


g of Gareth in Florida. 


jumped from the aircraft at miles away in Wales, his 

13,000ft (4,000m) and twin brother David awoke 

descended in freefall to with a start thinking 
TR 


when Costello deployed x 
the canopy, part of the A 
harness snapped. 
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main canopy to 
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"| definitely had some 
sixth sense Gareth was 
p, , in trouble,” he said. 
"QU "You would expect 
1 

à most adults who 
i fall from a 
? height above 
A 20ft (6m) not 
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to survive," said John 
Kenwright, Professor of 
Orthopaedic Surgery at Oxford. 
“Even if you land on your feet, 
your heel bones break, you 
topple over and at the speed 
your head hits the ground from 
20ft, the injuries will kill you." 

Still, as long-time readers 
of Fortean Times will know, 
several parachutists in recent 
years have survived plummets 
of several thousand feet when 
their chutes fail to open. 
Earlier examples include Flt 
Sgt Nicholas Alkemade, who 
survived an 18,000 ft (5,500m) 
fall without parachute from an 
RAF Lancaster homber over 
Germany in 1944 - he landed 
in a snowdrift. And in 1972, 
Yugoslav air hostess Vesna 
Vulovic fell 33,000 ft 
(10,000m) without a parachute 
after a DC-9 aircraft blew up 
over Czechoslovakia. Her fall 
was slowed by pine trees and 
she lived. D.Telegraph, 25+26 
June, 5 July; Guardian, 
Independent, 25 June; Express, 
30 June 1997. 
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HEADLINES FROM NEWSPAPERS £ 
AROUND THE WORLD 


` DEATH RULED 
`UNAVOIDABLE' d 


Seattle Times, 9 July 1997. 


TROUT BEING 
TEMPTED BY 
EXTRA-TERRESTRIALS 


Dudley Chronicle, 
12 July 1996. 


` MANGOES BRING . 
DOWNPLANE  / 


The Sunday Mail (Brisbane, Australia), 
17 July 1996. 


AIRBORNE DEER 
KILLS MAN 


New York Times, 
12 July 1996. 
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ARREST HORSE FOR 
|. DAMACINC CAR 
s, Daily Texan, 12 July 1996. E 
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MAN VANISHES ° 
WHILE DRIVING 
Providence (RI) Journal-Bulletin, 
15 July 1996. " 
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"Look, a rip in the fabric of time." 
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A HOMEMADE ROCKET aimed at the 
heavens in a plea for rain at a temple 
rocket festival in Chantaburi province, 
Thailand, on 1 June nose-dived and hit 
village headman Chom Inchan, 48, on 
the head, killing him instantly. He was 
among hundreds of villagers gathered at 
the annual Bun Bang Fire festival 
where bamboo or iron tube rockets are 
launched during planting to ask the 
gods to water the crops. [R] 3 June 1997. 


A COLLECTOR WHOSE house was so 
full of junk he could not use the front 
door died after becoming stuck trying to 
climb through an upstairs window. 
David Ellis, in his sixties, was found by 
fire-fighters with his legs sticking out of 
the window at his home in Handsworth, 
Birmingham. Sunday Times, 2 Feb 1997. 


GE AMAN FELL 200ft (60m) to his death 

A when his ride-on lawnmower went over 
a cliff. Ken Campbell, 55, had been 
cutting the grass at his holiday home at 


KOCH HAD ASSEMBLED 

iT NER TEN YEARS 
FROM A MASS OF BONES 
HE FOUND iN ALABAMA- 


A RICH SOURCE OF 
WHiCH THE NEGRO 


DEATHS 


Port Angeles, near Seattle. He turned 
sharply to avoid the cliff edge, but the 
mower, locked in high gear, rolled over 
and tumbled down a sandstone bluff. 
[AP] 1 June 1997. 


ELMER HUTTO, 92, the first person 
known to have contracted AIDS from a 
human bite, has died in West Palm 
Beach, Florida. He was bitten several 
times by prostitute Naomi Morrison, 
28, who tried to rob him after he 
stopped his car believing she needed 
help. Morrison, serving 10 years for the 
attack, may be charged with murder. 
D.Telegraph, 19 April 1997. 


POLICE FOUND MICHAEL McNamara, 
37, pinned at the waist in a six-inch 
gap between a wooden door and its 
frame in a second-floor flat in Bradford, 
West Yorkshire. He had become trapped 
when a piece of wood fell behind the 


door, jamming it almost shut, and died 
within half an hour of his release. He ; 
had broken into the empty flat and had "ae 
been stuck in the doorway for two days. 
D.Telegraph, 4 Mar 1997. 


TWO RUSSIAN POLICEMEN shot each 
other dead on 7 March in a case of 
mistaken identity while trying to arrest 
suspected robbers. One group of police- s 
men in the town of Nizhny Novgorod 

east of Moscow mistook another group 

for the crooks in the dark after they 

refused an order to drop their weapons. 

The Times (of Malta), 11 Mar 1997. 


BOHUMIL SOLE, 63, one ( 
creators of the plastic explosive 
Semtex, died on 25 May in a blast 
that destroyed the main bathhouse 
at the Czech spa of Jesenik. There i 
were 20 injuries and six people were 2L 
hospitalised with burns. The police á 
said Sole’s death was suicide, but 

didn't elaborate. [AP] 4 June 1997. 


OGEOFF COUPLAND 


Special cradle Simulates 
“eines, Undulation of sey ser pento 


SHOWN TO COME, 
MOSTLY, FROM 
AN EXTINCT 


10% Discount on orders over £35 
15% Discount on orders over £70 


UÜNERY FI 


These two FZ compilations available at 
the special price of $11.49 each UK or 
812.49 each E 
including postage & packing. 


A Fortean Event ! 


Strictly 
Commercial 
The Best Of 
Frank Zappa 


Rykodisc are pleased to announce 
the issue for the first time on CD 
of the entire Yoko Ono, John & 
Yoko, & Yoko Ono with the 
Plastic Ono Band recordings. 


Yoko Ono/John Lennon - 
Unfinished Music No.1: Two Virgins 
John Lennox/Yoko Ono - Unfinished Music 
No.2: Life With The Lions 
John & Yoko - The Wedding Album 
Yoko Ono - Plastic Ono Band 

Yoko Ono - A Story 


Absolutely Free — Yoko Ono With The Plastic Ono Band 
Ahead Of Their Time Feeling The Space 
ubt Yoko Ono - Season Of Glass 
p Fury Yoko Ono - It's Alright (I See Rainbows) 


Boulez Conducts Zappa - Perfect Stranger Yoko Ono - Starpeace 


Broadway The Hard Way 

Burnt Weeny Sandwich 
Chunga's Revenge 

Cruisin With Ruben & The Jets 


Yoko Ono With The Plastic Ono Band - 
Approximately Infinite Universe. 
Yoko Ono With The Plastic Ono Band - 


Does Humor Belong In Music : 

Fillmore East = = Feeling The Space. 
Francesco Zappa W f! Ono Box: 6 CD anthology plus 72 p. 
Freak Out booklet £30.99 UK £33.49 Europe 
The Grand Wazoo Y - 

Hot Rats Kerouac - Kicks Joy Darkness 


(A spoken word tribute with music) 
£12.49 UK £13.49 Eur It’s Kerouac, Jack, 
I| unlike anything you ever heard before. 

| With Michael Stipe, Steven Tyler, Joe 
Strummer, John Cale, Allen Ginsberg, 
Patti Smith, Warren Zevon & Michael 
Wolff, Johnny Depp & Come, Matt Dillon, 
Morphine & many more 


Bill Hicks - Four CDs of outrageous 
comedy genius, the likes of which not 


Jazz From Hell 

Just Another Band From LA 

Lumpy Gravy 

The Man From Utopia 

Meets The Mothers Of 
Prevention 

One Size Fits All 

Orchestral Favorites 

Overnight Sensation 

Roxy & Elsewhere 


s E seen since Lenny Bruce. 
Spear Top Late To Dangerous/Relentless/Arizona Bay/Rant 
aea Drowning piten In E Minor £12.49 each UK £13.49 Eur 
Studio Tan Galaxie 500 

Them Or Us Copenhagen (live) - £12.49 UK £13.49 Eur 
Tinseltown Rebellion Today - £12.49 UK £13.49 Eur 

Waka Jawaka | On Fire - £12.49 UK £13.49 Eur 


This Is Our Music - £12.49 UK £13.49 Eur 


We ipped h 
eS lee by Nas GAIAKK SOO, Galaxie 500 - 4 x CD Box Set (contains 


We're Only In It For 


The Money B] the 3 studio albums plus a CD of rarities, 
You Are What You Is deluxe booklet, and CD ROM video 
Zoot Allures selections) £30.99 UK £33.49 Eur 


Yellow Shark Nick Drake - Fruit Tree - 4 x CD Box Set contains 
The Lost Episodes Five Leaves Left, Pink Moon, Bryter Later, & Time 
Of No Reply - detailed booklet. £30.99 UK £33.49 Eur 


Richard Thompson - Watching The Dark - 3 x CD 


Strictly 
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SLAVES BELIEVED CY 2 
WERE THE REMAINS 
OF FALLEN ANGELS! 
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YET KOCH WAS NO 
SIMPLE CHARLATAN? (BEX COME, 
HE WAS THE FiRST FLINT ARROWHEAD, 
TO PROVE THAT 

MAN LED iN NORM 

AMERICA LONG 

BEFORE COLUMBUS, | 3 

BY FINDING A X 

FLINT ARROWHEAD cS 

AMONG MASTON 

BONES’ 
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TYPE OF WHALE! 


HE ENDED HiS 
LIFE in POVERTY 


To Frank 


John Cale - Eat/Kiss, Music for the films of Andy Warhol 
The Best Of Marta Sebestyen @ Pete Ham - 7 Park 


rx s Genteel - anthology plus booklet 22649 UK £27.99 Eur 
A^. A Classical 
M , , 


Zappa 
S8.99 UK or 
59.99 Europe 


The Best Band You Never Heard In Your Life 
Guitar 
Joe's Garage Acts I, 2,3 
London Symphony Orchestra Vols 1 & 2 
Make A Jazz Noise Here 
Playground Psychotics 
Thing Fish 
Uncle Meat 
Zappa In New York 
You Can't Do That On Stage Any More Vol 1 
You Can't Do That On Stage Any More Vol 2 
You Can't Do That On Stage Any More Vol 3 
You Can't Do That On Stage Any More Vol 4 
You Can't Do That On Stage Any More Vol 5 
You Can't Do That On Stage Any More Vol 6 


Shut Up & Play Yer Guitar - 
3 x CD set $26.99 UK or £28.49 Europe 


Avenue € Kate & Anna McGarrigle - Matapedia 

Arto Lindsay - 0 Corpo Sutil € Arto Lindsay - 

Mundo Civilizado € Arto Lindsay - Hyper Civilizado 
Robert Wyatt - Shleep (rel. date 29/9/97) 


Timothy Leary -You Can Be Anyone This Tine around 
Pete Townshend - Who Came First 

The Ulterior Motive Orchestra - S.P. Y T.I.M.E. 
Richard & Linda Thompson - Shoot Out The Lights 
Woody Guthrie - Early Masters 


Payment is accepted by the following methods: 


MAJOR CREDIT CARDS (NOT AMEX), SWITCH 
(Issue No. Required), UK CHEQUE/UK POSTAL 
ORDER*, STERLING EURO/GIRO CHEQUE* 
*Made payable to : 
(Please no Forelgo currency cheques or drafts) 

Send your order with your remittance to: 
EARFUL (FT), RYKODISC LTD, 

78 STANLEY GARDENS, LONDON W3 7S2 
ELEPHONE 0181 746 1234 FAX: 0181 746 2129. 
e-mail: data rykodisc.com 

| RYKO ON THE WEB: www.rykodisc.com 


Remember ! This is just a small selection of our selection of well over 500 titles 
For Furiher details please contact us at 


THE MYSTERY OF THE 
CRYSTAL SKULLS 


A DETECTIVE STORY OF TI HELMING 


DO CRYSTAL SKULLS CARRY CURSES 


THAT HAVE DIRE CONSEQUENCES FOR 
THOSE WHO SEEK TO OWN THEM? 


CAN CRYSTAL SKULLS 
COMMUNICATE TELEPATHICALLY? 


© 
WERE CRYSTAL SKULLS BROUGHT 
TO EARTH BY ALIENS? 


YOU DECIDE 


@ HB * ISBN 0 7225 3485 X * / 20.00 


Fascinating and intriguing, The Mystery 
of tbe Crystal Skulls is a detective story of 
the ancient world - with overwhelming 


implications for the modern oi 


= Thorsons 


A Division of HarperCollinsPublishers 


httpz//www.harpercollins.co.uk/bridgewalker 


PIRIT @F 
THE LAW 


Contrary to popular belief, Fortean, psychical and supernatural phenomena are 
not always laughed out of court. In the first of two articles, ANDREW DENNIS 
shows that while judges wont rule on the reality of poltergeists aliens or 
long-dead Atlanteans, court records abound in cases in which the ‘paranormal 
provides a backdrop to more prosaic disputes. Illustrations by FABRICE 


ometimes it is said of evidence for the exis- 
tence of some paranormal phenomena, 
that it would stand up in court. Well, as a 


what actually does stand up in court, and 
I think this particular issue merits some 
further examination. 

Consider, for example, the case of URANTIA FOUNDATION V 
MAAHERRA regarding copyright in the Book of Urantia, first 
published in 1955. This alternative ‘bible’ chronicles the 
influence of various otherwordly beings on planet Earth 
(called Urantia) in the local universe (called Nebadon) 
which is part of a larger universe (called Orvonton) whose 
central committee (called Uversa) caused the book to be 
psychically dictated sometime between 1926 and 1935. 
The channel these omnipotent beings chose was a 
patient of Dr Richard Sadler, a Chicago psychiatrist and 
hypnotherapist. The Book purports to offer a blueprint for 
a perfect society and is the inspiration for numerous 
Urantian groups worldwide" - its influ- 
ence upon UFO cults was discussed by 
Jacques Vallée in his seminal study 
Messengers of Deception (19779). 

Dr Sadler and his associates felt 
prompted by the extraterrestrial beings 
to pose further questions and the 
responses were arranged as addenda to 
the original text. They established the 
Urantia Foundation to publish the Book 
of Urantia and hold a US-registered 
copyright in it. However, Kristen Maaherra - who 
described herself to the court as "an avid reader of the 


Book and made it available on disk free of charge. The 
Urantia Foundation sued and the case went to the Ninth 
Circuit Federal Appeal court in San Francisco in June 
1997. Maaherra's defence was that the Foundation did not 
hold the copyright it claimed, whatever the status of the 
Book as a copyrightable work. 

That status had been resolved in a earlier case — URANTIA 
Founpation v Ronenr Burton’ (1980) - in which Mr Burton 
published his own edition of the Book "in order to test the 
validity of [The Urantia Foundation's] copyright". They 
obliged him by suing and he lost. It was held that the 
source of inspiration of Dr Sadler's patient was irrelevant 
to his work of authorship in transcribing the revelations 
of, among other entities, "the Divine Counselor", “the 
Chief of the Corps of Superuniverse Personalities" and 

"the Chief of the Archangels of Nebadon". 

In Maaherra's case, 
the Appeal Court con- 
firmed that the pro- 


lawyer I have some small experience of : 


ceedings of Dr Sadler's : 
group amounted to a 


legal transfer of the original channeller's copyright, 
particularly as that channeller had never contested 
anything Dr Sadler and the Foundation had done. 
Significantly, the judges in the Maaherra case ruled that 
transcribing the ‘revelations’ could be considered ‘original 


: work’ for copyright purposes and so the actual expression 


of such revelations can be copyrighted even though the 


: revelations themselves are open to all to disseminate in 


their own words. Thus, the court avoided dealing 


: with the question of whether there was a real divine or 


extraterrestrial source to the revelations presented in 
these scriptures. 
This was not the first time that the legal status of a 


: newly-created religious text vexed the courts - the 1941 
* case of Ouver v SAINT-GERMAIN Founpation* turned on whether 


one could copyright divine revelations and, indeed, the 
whole method of spirit channelling. Oliver had channelled 
the Theosophical revelations of ‘Philos, the Thibetan’ and 


= sued the Saint-Germain Foundation for publishing a work 


KNICHT'S 
HUSBAND 
CLAIMED THAT 
RAMTHA MADE 
HIM FORCO AIDS 
TREATMENT 


which, while different in content from his 
own book, claimed the same or similar 
source. He lost, as the court felt it could 
not rule out the possibility that the 
hidden masters of Theosophy had 
contacted several channellers. In any 
event, the Foundation’s book was 
significantly different, in its text if not its 
message, from Oliver's own work. 

A case where the courts did find a 
paranormal influence, however, came 
before the New York Appellate Court in 1991 — SrAMBovskv 


: V Ackley’ - concerned a haunted h in Nyack Village, 
[Book] since 1969" — compiled an annotated edition of the : d E 5 


New York. In the words of Justice Rubin, who delivered 
the leading judgement: “Plaintiff, to his horror, discovered 
that the house he had recently contracted to purchase was 
widely reputed to be possessed by poltergeists, reportedly 


; seen by defendant seller and members of her family [..] 


Plaintiff promptly commenced this action seeking 
rescission of the contract of sale" In a judgement 
seasoned with paranormal puns, His Honour went on to 


: Say, “Whether the source of the spectral apparitions [is] 


parapsychic or psychogenic, having reported their 
presence [..] defendant is estopped to deny their existence 
and, as a matter of law, the house is haunted.’ 

The case gave the judges some difficulty. The ordinary 


: Tule on the sale of a property is caveat emptor (let the 


buyer beware); however, in Justice Rubin’s words: 


: "Applying the strict rule of caveat emptor to a contract 


involving a house possessed by poltergeists conjures up 


: vislons of a psychic or medium accompanying the 


structural engineer... on an inspection of every home 
subject to a contract of sale.” 

Accordingly, they decided that, where a purchaser could 
not have discovered the presence of paranormal P 
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phenomena by reasonable and ordinary enquiries before 
contract, he should be allowed to withdraw his purchase. 


in thi ledfor : à S 
The court also noted that the contract in this case calle ? copyright could not be claimed in the name alone. The 


> t" which, if the i 3 3 : 
the property to be handed over "vacant" wni | appeal court agreed Een judgement handad 


seller's ghostly claims were true, it had not been. However, : 
as the parties were agreed on existence of the poltergeist, : J : i * cd ege 

i le with the reality of the : on the basis that 'Ramtha' was a trademark for Knight's 
Redi art. Eier ; i “transcendental inspirations attributed to Ramtha”, 
Í Reports of the case, however, note that the order is only 


his reluctance came to the fore in England's last : valid within Austria and so there might be further 
trial under the Witchcraft Act of 1735 -R. v Duncan : developments should Ravel continue her activities in 


in 1944* Helen Duncan, a celebrated medium, : 
us : Standard's report of 13 January 1995, that Ravel’s defence 


spired together and with other persons unknown to pre- : might take the matter to the European Court, arguing that 
tend to exercise or use a kind of conjuration to wit that £ the ruling contravenes European law. 

through the agency of the said Helen Duncan spirits of : € : 
deceased persons should appear to be present in fact...” ; Jeffrey Knight. He claimed that Ramtha made him forego 
: AIDS treatments and accept a much smaller divorce 
1944, Duncan's seances had been an inept sham. The jury ; settlement than he was entitled to." He also - confusingly 
convicted all of the defendants, despite the evidence of : 


some 44 witnesses as to Duncan's character as an honest ; manifest Ramtha in court and appears not to have 


: answered her ex-husband's implications that she was a 
: fake. Whether this had a bearing on the further $792,000 


other defence - that the Witchcraft Act only forbade : she was ordered to pay him isn't clear from news reports. 


conjuration of evil spirits - was not supported by the words : 
* which have involved the metaphysical world, the outer 


paranormal phenomenon. 


and her co-defendants were alleged to have “con- 


The prosecution's evidence suggested that, on two dates in 


materialisation medium. 
When Helen Duncan appealed, it was decided that her 


of the Act. The Court of Appeal ruled that the trial judge 
had been right to refuse to allow 
Dunean to demonstrate her 
powers in court as this would 
have said nothing about the 
central issue of whether, on the 
dates in question, the seances 
had been a sham. In addition, the 
practical difficulties of ensuring 
that the jury could properly 
assess the phenomenon were 
held to be insurmountable. 

Another psychic - Judith JZ' 
Knight - whose courtroom tribu- 
lations have become something 
of a cause célébre, is the channel 
for Ramtha, an Atlantean who 
apparently died some 35,000 
years before the invention of the 
flush toilet, and first spoke to 
her in 1977. Whatever Ramtha 
has to say to the modern world 
must be compelling stuff, as 
Knight has become a million- 
airess and confidante to such 
Hollywood stars as Shirley Maclaine, Richard 
Chamberlain and Linda Evans. 


Julie Ravel, who also claimed to be in touch with Ramtha. 
Ravel, originally of Berlin, took the stage name Judith 
Ravell' to hold seances and appear at psychic festivals 
in Salzburg. Knight claimed that Ravel's contacts with 
Ramtha both interfered with her own rapport with the 
Atlantean and infringed her copyright in her extensive 
range of Ramtha merchandising. In 1991, Knight took the 
case to the local courts in Linz. Judgement was given in 
Knight's favour and, although the damages awarded were 
nominal in the context of the million-dollar market for 
Ramtha's insights, the court ordered Ravel to desist from 
selling Ramtha-related merchandise. 


Plaintiff has acted for some years as medium for the 


spiritual entity ‘Ramtha’. She practices ‘channelling’ and 
is in parapsychological contact with ‘Ramtha”’, It is 


already agreed between the parties. A spokesman 


La rr m s 000—000 


and that the court would be hesitant to make any finding 


| about the veracity of the supernatural claims. 


Ravel appealed to the Austrian Supreme Court," saying 


down on 7 June 1997, confirmed the original order to desist 


some other country. There is also a hint, from Der 


Knight was also sued by her fifth (now ex-) husband, 


- alleged that Ramtha was a fiction. JZ Knight refused to 


I have scarcely touched on the range of legal contests 


reaches of the human mind and 
the sports and anomalies of 
nature, yet a pattern emerges: 
the courts are willing to enter- 
tain disputes about things and 
ideas which come under the 
searching gaze of  Fortean 
enquiry. 

Courts do seem reluctant to 
decide contested claims for 
the validity of paranormal 
phenomena. In the Urantia 
cases, the issue was whether a 
channeller was undertaking 
original work, not whether his 
source existed outside his own 
mind. In Stambovsky's case, 
neither party denied that the 
house was haunted and so 
the court proceeded on the 
assumption that it was. Helen 
Dunean was convicted not of 
being a fraudulent medium, but 
of faking phenomena on speci- 


; fied occasions (the Court of Appeal went to some length to 
š ; make that clear). 
Knight travelled to Austria? to challenge the activities of : 


The Ramtha cases are a little different. A full transcript 


; of the Austrian judgements were unavailable to me and so 
: I cannot say for certain that the existence of Ramtha was 
: not contested before the Linz court. However, as it was not 
i in either lady's interest to deny that their source of income 
; existed, I doubt that the judgement as quoted above (in 
; Der Standard, 1 March 1995) is anything other than a 
; record of an allegation which was not disputed. That aside, 
; the issues resolved into a technical argument about the 
; Proper application of intellectual property law to a com- 
; Mercial brand. Meanwhile, in the Knights’ divorce, 
; noes was simply a side-show to a run-of-the-mill 
Interestingly, the court held in its judgement that: “The : A aba pea ae 


So, it seems that ‘paranormal’ phenomena may be the 


: background to a court action, but no matter how good the 
; evidence, their existence their existence will not be ruled 


: x : upon by the 1 : mo 
not clear whether either lady disputed the other's actual : Rite LO equ s a Ed in tis Belt 
contact with Ramtha, or whether the Court was, as in : likely to contain Fortean gems E: M s MS SR pa 
Stambovsky’s case, making its legal findings on facts i back number of a scientific S EA So seni E 


: : under-utili 
for the court made it clear at the outset, however, : nderutilised resource for Fortean research. 


that the case was essentially financial in nature : 


Part II. next month: Andrew Dennis drops his paranormal briefs 
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HIGHLIGHT: The "inverted Christmas-tree-shaped" light, photographed 
by Arne P Thomassen on 25 September 1985 at Hessdalen, Norway 


THE ASSOCIATION BETWEEN UFOS AND ALIENS - THE EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL 
HYPOTHESIS (ETH) - IS WHAT HAS DRIVEN MAINSTREAM UFOLOCY FOR 
ITS FIRST HALF-CENTURY OF EXISTENCE, RESEARCHER PAUL DEVEREUX 
FEELS THAT THE CONCEPTS, BELIEFS AND FUNDAMENTAL ASSUMPTIONS 
OF MAINSTREAM UFOLOCY ARE DUE FOR A- MAJOR OVERHAUL. IF WE 
ACKNOWLEDCE THAT THE ETH HAS ITS CULTURAL AND HISTORICAL ROOTS 
IN FORTIES AND FIFTIES AMERICANA, HE ARCUES, AND HAS OUT-LIVED ITS 
SHELF-LIFE, WE SHOULD BE LOOKING TO OTHER, MORE VIABLE HYPOTHESES 
SUCH AS EARTH LICHTS 


the study of glowing, polymorphous forms by night (either stationary or aerobatic 

and ranging from inches to several yards across) to shiny metallic or pitch-black 
forms by day. The term earth lights was coined originally as a nickname to distinguish 
the phenomena from ideas of ET craft. ; 

The view of the earth lights researcher is that most UFO reports are just that 
reports. There are any number of reasons for them and only a very small percentage 
truly relate to anomalous phenomena. Of that small percentage, it is likely that a good 
proportion will be earth lights. It is possible, if unlikely, that another portion relates 
to actual ET craft but. even if this is so, earth lights researchers argue that thev 
form a smaller proportion of the category of UFO reports than that accounted for by 
earth lights. Ç 

Like ZEsop's tortoise, earth lights research has progressed to the point where 
it has passed other ufological hares either without them noticing. It can now attract 
significant funding and the interest of mainstream scientists, and is advancing 
informed, cutting-edge scientific hypotheses as well as speculations that make the ETH 
look the intellectual dinosaur it is. Moreover, earth lights research can offer more than 
just anecdotal evidence - a trend that looks set to outstrip any other ufological 
approach. What follows is my account of the value and success of this important but 
little-known story. 


Ë n recent years earth lights research has survived its own reinvention. In practice it is 
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PAUL-FELLA: Paul Devereux on location in the Kimberley Mountains. 
Western Australia where he studied the ‘min-min’ lights 


SEEKINC THE LICHTS 


Charles Fort was among the first to note that 
strange "meteors" appeared coincidentally 
with earthquakes. It was not until the 1960s, 
however, that ufologist John Keel and 
French researcher Ferdinand Lagarde 


linked the appearance of 
unusual lights with areas 
of geological faulting and 
magnetic anomaly. 

In 1975, Andrew York 
and I mapped occurrences 
of strange phenomena 
recorded over several cen- 
turies in Leicestershire 
[see FT11:5, 12:8]. Meteor- 
ological anomalies such as 
"strange lightning" and 
reported UFOs had their 
greatest incidence over 
the faulted regions of the 
county. Two years later. 
Michael Persinger, a 
neuroscientist and geolo- 
gist at Laurentian 
University in Canada, 
together with Gyslaine 
Lafreniére, published a 
study of the United States 
which similarly indicated 
a correlation between 
higher levels of reported 
UFO activity and the 
locations of earthquake 
epicentres. 

Persinger and 
Lafreniére saw UFOs as 
electromagnetic phenom- 
ena arising from the 
tremendous energy asso- 
ciated with the constantly 
rising and falling tectonic 
stress in the Earth’s crust, 
whether or not full-blown 
earthquakes occurred. 
They visualised fields of 
forces operating evenly 
and quietly over large 
regions which could 
become focused at any 
given time in a few small 
areas of particular geo- 
logical resistance or 
instability such as fault 
lines, mineral deposits, 
unyielding rock outcrops, 
hills, mountains and so 
on. They likened this 
to the energies in the 
atmosphere being equally 
capable of producing a 
gentle breeze over a wide 
area or a localised ferocity 
like a tornado. “The 
existence of man upon 
a thin shell beneath 
which mammoth forces 
constantly operate, cannot 
be over-emphasised,” they 
argued. This was the 
first outing of what has 


come to be known as the Tectonic Strain 


Theory, or TST. 


Harley Rutledge, a physics professor 
at Southeast Missouri State University, 
conducted field investigation of an outbreak 
of lights that began in 1973 around 
Piedmont. The results of this were 
published in Project Identification in 1981. 

In 1986, Persinger with John Derr, a 


Reservation, 


TST: A CRITIQUE 


A particularly vocal critic: of= 


Persinger Tectonic Strain Theo 
(TST) has been the Canadian ufol 


leading US geologist, studied an earlier 
outbreak of lights in the Yakima Indian 
Washington State. Fire- 
wardens on the reservation saw huge 
orange lightballs floating above rocks, as 
well as smaller “ping-pong balls” of light 
bounding along ridges. Glowing clouds and 
subterranean rumblings were also noted 


during this period. The 
firewardens took photo- 
graphs of the lights 
and triangulated the 
positions using radios. 
Scientific observations 
followed: Derr and 
Persinger showed that 
the Yakima lights were 
seen most often in the 


= vicinity of the fault- 


multivariate-: analysi techniques 


uneven a. It cou so pe poin 


out that other researchers, using 
completely different types of research 
and other data, arrived at results also 
pointing onic-related factors. 


is valid or not, something produces 


earth light activity — lightning existed, 
for example, long before any modern 
theories explained its occurrence 
(and these remain incomplete). 


Since 1979, Persinger, alone and 
with associates, has produced abou 
to dozen tenes papers analysing 
ocal episodes of luminosity reports 
nd studies of largegm regions. 
Rutowski and others have continued 
to criticise the quality of the raw data 
and have also “accused Persinger of 
favourably biasing his results by 
arbitrary ction of temporal 
periods. So "^r example, Persingen 
will sometimes check lead and lag. 
times of six months around an earth- 
quake fo ERE a TaN PHESERIREPIE 
Critics think this is too long: 

|, on the other hand; think tha 
Persinger is too conservative! He cites 
his own experience of seeing golden 


balls of light break througli; cloud. 
cover within 10 miles (16km) of the 


epicentre of the November 1996 
Cornish earthquake - but his sighting 
occurred two years previously. Critics 
also complain that Persinger seeks 
light phenomena reports over too 
large an area. Again, however, the 
modest 3.8 (Richter) Cornish quake 
produced light phenomena 100 


miles (160km) distant, and possibly. 


further. It is perhaps difficult for us to 
comprehend the magnitude and 
complexity of the systems involved. 
Rutowski's strong demands for 
repeatablity ignore the complexity off 
nature — assuming that it works like 
simple clockwork. Not all thunder- 
storms produce ball lightning, nor all 
earthquakes earthquake lights. 


1 


riddled ridges that cut 
aeross the reservation 
and with Satus Peak, the 
general area of a surface 
rupture and one of the 
stronger earthquakes in 
ihe region during the 
13 years covered by 
the study. Successive 
reporting of lights 
occurred in the seven 
months preceding the 
biggest earthquake of the 
studied period. Regional 
seismic activity also 
increased during the 
times in 1972 and 1976 
when most sightings 
were reported. (The sig- 
nificance of the Yakima 
case is that the site is 
adjacent to the part of the 
Cascades Mountains 
where pilot Kenneth 
Arnold saw the flight of 
nine glittering objects in 
1947 that initiated the 
flying saucer era. In fact, 
Arnold landed his plane 
at Yakima airfield shortly 
after his encounter.) 

But it was the outbreak 
of lights at Hessdalen, a 


4 valley 70 miles (112km) 


south-east of Trondheim 
in Norway, that really 
switched on the earth 
lights. From about 
November 1981, people 
living in the area began 
to see unexplained lights. 
These appeared as white 
or yellow-white spheres, 
‘bullets’ with pointed end 
downwards and inverted 
“Christmas tree” shapes. 
Strong, localised flashes 
in the sky were also 
observed and there were 
reports of underground 
rumbling. By summer 
1983, hundreds of reports 
of strange lights had 
been made by the inhabi- 


tants of Hessdalen, so Norwegian and 


Swedish UFO groups formed Project 


radar, and 


Hessdalen. From 21 January to 26 February 
1984, the project continuously monitored 
the valley using instrumentation, including 
succeeded in 
photographs of strange lights plus a number 
of instrumental readings. Such work then 
continued sporadically over a few years. p. 


obtaining 


PAUL DEVEREUX 


ESTATE OF W! 


PROJECT HESSDALEN 
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PROJECT 


LIGHT RELIEF: [From the top] 

WASHINGTON STATE, USA: the fault-riddled Toppenish Ridge on 
the Yakima Indian Reservation, where many lights were seen in 
the 19705. : 

YAKIMA: a light photographid-on 3 September 1971 by (then) 
chief fire warden W.J Vogel | 800mm lens, 30-second exposure]. 
HESSDALEN: a curiously pulsing light snapped in October 1982 
by Arne P Thomassen [Minolta XG-2, 400mm/5.6 lens, 5-10 
seconds]. 

HESSDALEN: a sequence of two snaps showing a light moving 
and changing shape, taken on 18 February 1984 by Roar Wister. 
RESEARCHERS: Erling Strand, director of Project Hessdalen, 
(left) with pioneering American ufologist Prof J Allen Hynek at 
Hessdalen in January 1985. 
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1982 saw my first book on the subject, 
pss Lights, and the following year E dps 
ufologist Jenny Randles came out wi ; 
The Pennine UFO Mystery, telling o 
phenomena in the hill chain and making 


i i i ired 
nnections with tectonic factors. Inspir 
by the Norwegian effort, Project Pennine 
was formed in 1986 by David Clarke, Andy 


berts and colleagues. Visual historian 
< ted Hilary Evans started circulating 


against newly-available geological informa: ` 


tion. We found that the lights followed 
local deep-rooted Mochras Fault like be 

on a thread. Indeed, incidence dramatica 
increased with proximity to faulti 
Furthermore, it transpired that be 

1892 and 1906 there were several ea 
quakes in various parts of Wales. In Octob 
1904, for example, immediately prior to ¢ 
onset of the Barmouth wave, there was a 
quake at nearby Beddgellert. } 


INTO THE FIELD 


By 1990, I felt that scientific field study 


the only way to really understand earth? 


lights. So, working under the auspices of a 


research/think tank group known as the | 
Research | 


International Consciousness 
Laboratories (ICRL), sufficient funding was 
obtained to start conducting field enquirie 


In June 1993, we looked at the ‘Hooker | 


Light’ in New Jersey, USA. In the Seventie 
crowds of youngsters regularly gathered 


view a strange light that seemed to wander | 


FIRST CONFERENCE 


producer with a Hi-8 video camera, 
conducted a joint expedition to the remote 


ees Kimberley region of Western Australia, 


Between 24 and 27 March 
1994, Erling Strand, one 
of the directors of the 
original Project Hess- 
dalen, convened a confer- 
ence of international dele- 
gates variously involved 
in the study of earth light 
phenomena, plasma and 
nuclear physics. It was 
the first specialist earth 
lights conference, held to 
launch a new Project 
Hessdalen, and went 
largely unnoticed by 
mainstream ufology. With 
the support of Ostfold 
College, Norway, where 
he lectures, Strand is 
engaged on the “wiring 
up” of the Hessdalen 
valley, which is currently 
experiencing a modest 


H 


THE POLTERCEIST 
CONNECTION 


Associations between earth light out- 
breaks (especially ones of long dura- 
tion) and the occurrence of what we 
might call ‘poltergeist’ activity can be 
found in reports spanning the world 
for more than a century. Aborigines in 
remote communities told me and 
colleagues during the Kimberley 
expedition that in periods when 
“min-min lights” are appearing, they 
often experience choking sensations 
and can even be thrown bodily 
through the air. They consider such 


events to be the attacks of small, 
hairy entities, invisible but exceed- 


ingly strong (how the Aborigines knew 


invisible beings were hairy wasn't. 


explained). Further, they claim that 


acting on reports of 
strange lights in the area. 

We set up observing 
stations at various loca- 
tions over the expedition 
period. On the night of 
3 October, we overlooked 
a small valley in totally 
uninhabited country. 
Short-lived, blue-white 
lights appeared sporadi- 
cally through the night, 
moving against the 
opposite slope of the 
valley, half a mile away. 
These lights, often of 
low-intensity, proved 
elusive, but Strand 
captured one of them on 
camera. 

By 8 October, we had 
seen only a few possible 
anomalous lights at other 
locations, but that night 


LIGHT UP: [from top left] 
ntist Yoshitike Ohtsukl addresses 


ers at the 1994 Hessdalen conference. 


Japanes 
&arth-lights-re 


Devereux questions Ab 
Australia's Kimberley 


165 about 'min-min lights" ir 


these beings are pictured in. the 


resurgence of earth light ES I š š 
activiey. AMtorodMe mbi extremely ancient rock art to be found 


toring stations placed Diae. ANON of a poltergeist 


strategically along the n include the accounts of 


along a disused railway near Washington} 
Township. The track is now a pipelines 
corridor through a forest, and we were able | 
to prove that the effect was caused by ay 
visual distortion of car lights on a road that) 


KIMBERLEY: a fleeting light, snapped on 3 October 1995, by 
Erling Strand. This is a scanned-digitised enlargement, showr 
here tor the Tirst time 


a bright light was seen 
that seemed to emerge 
from a small hill in front 
of a ridge. It was vividly 
noticeable in an area 


LIGHT ENTERTAINMENT | from the top]: 


HESSDALEN: headquarters of Project Hessdalen in 1984. 
JAPAN: a hemispherical earthquake light near Mount Kimyo, 
Matashiro region, photographed at 3.25am on 26 September 
1966, with a fisheye lens by dentist T Kuribayashi. It lasted 


for 96 seconds. See ‘Planetary Lights’ panel. 


STAND HERE: official viewing spot for the ‘Marfa Lights, 
looking over Mitchell Flat towards Chinati Peak in Texas. 
LOOK OUT: Devereux's team sets up on Mitchell Flat. 


an archival portfolio called Bolide among 
researchers interested in what he was 
calling BOLs (Balls of Light). 

Although earth light activity steadily 
decreased in Hessdalen, more than 50 
observations of light phenomena were made 
during seismic monitoring in the Saguenay 
~- Lake St John region of Canada by Quebec 
University between 1 November 1988 and 
21 January, 1989. According to a report 1n 
Nature, balls of light several yards in 
diameter popped out of the ground, some- 
times close to observers. Other balls of light, 
both stationary and moving, were seen 
many hundreds of feet in the air Some of 
these lasted for up to 12 minutes. It seems 
that these phenomena were coincident with 
rising tectonic strain. 

In my Earth Lights Revelation of 1989, 
geochemist Paul McCartney and I 
published a report on our long-term 
investigations into an ‘earth lights zone’ 
between Barmouth and Harlech in north- 
west Wales which had been active in 
1904-1905. Because useful contemporary 
reports had been made of these Welsh lights 
(which included blood-red spheres a few 
feet across rising from fields and roads, 
glittering diamond shapes hugging isolated 
roof ridges and other remarkable luminous 
appearances) we were able to accurately 
map the locations where they occurred 


cut the corridor at an angle two miles from} 


the viewing point. Other, inconclusive) 
studies followed, then we visited the Marfa 
area of Texas' Big Bend country between 


6-15 March 1994. Strange lights have beem | 


reported in this region for more than 8 


valley will be triggered if 
electronic beams connect- 
n : ing them are interrupted 
a by an earth light. As 
YI Strand comments: “We 
only need one light.” This 
is a huge, costly project, 


century (the first account dates from 1617) E but the first station was 


Physicist Hal Puthoff, also an ICRÉ 
member joined this expedition. We were 
eventualiy able to dismiss a number of 
luminous effects popularly assumed to be 
"Marfa Lights" as occasional, but dramatie 
mirage effects and lights of vehicles on the 
Marfa-Presidio road distorted by distance 
We also determined that lights on vehicles: 
negotiating rough tracks on the undulating 
desert-scrub of Mitchell Flat can look like 


mysterious lights skimming the ground, | 


fusing and parting. However, interviews 


with local witnesses convinced us that? 
genuine anomalous lights probably did 


sporadically appear in the vast region. 


Acting on a tip offered by a teacher who'd 


1 sS nearing completion in 
j “iN June 1997. 
2 - One of the Hessdalen 
2 g Conference delegates was 
E SSC: Professor Yoshi-hiko 
4 € Ohtsuki of Japan's 
i »* Waseda University, who is 
i 3 well funded to investigate 
reported earth lights 
zones around the world. 


E had taken four highly- 
equipped expeditions to 
Marfa, and that on only 
id] 7 one of them had he seen 
an earth light for certain. 


had a close encounter with a 3ft (90cm) | This changed shape only 


diameter light, we conducted observatio; 
in an uninhabited valley in the Chisos 
Mountains, 80 miles (130km) from Marfa, 


At 9.10pm on 12 March, a completely 
unexplained large white flickering light was | 


seen for about 10 seconds at the foot of 
nearby mesa. 


PLANETARY LICHTS 


After prolonged resistance, science 
now accepts that the, Earth pro- 
duces lights. Anecdotal evidence 
for “earthquake lights” (EQLs) 
existed for many years, but proof 
finally came in a series of photo- 
graphs taken during a swarm of 
earthquakes in Japan in 1967. 
EQLs can take many forms, from 
sparkles on hillsides to generalised 
glows, streamers, columns and 
balls of light in the sky. The great 


T. ' — 


Tashkent earthquake of 1966 was 
preceded by an intense white light 
that lit the interiors of people's 
homes. Afterwards, balloon-like 
balls of coloured light hung in the 
atmosphere. In 1996, lights in the 
week preceding the more modest 
quake in Cornwall, England, 
appeared as slow flashes in the sky, 
moon-like spheres, and rectangles 
of light making "precision" move- 
ments through the air. 


Glowing balls accompanying 
Some electrical storms are called 
"ball lightning" (BL) and it again 
took modern science many years to 
accept their reality. It did so only 
after a leading scientist, RC 
Jennison, had a 9in (23cm), blue- 
white sphere appear practically in 
his face during a plane journey in a 
thunderstorm in 1963. BL has its 
mysteries. To take just two exam- 
ples: Jennison's sphere appeared in 
the virtually screened environment 
of an aircraft, and in 1958 
Professor William Becker saw a 
basketball-sized, yellow-orange BL 


enter a cabin in Minnesota, drop 
low over the floor, and closely trace 
the black pattern on an Indian rug! 
Researchers agree that earth 
lights seem to be of the same 
family as EQLs and BL, but show 
some of their own characteristics, 
obvious among these being that 
they do not require earthquakes 
and thunderstorms to manifest. But 
they can also sometimes exhibit 
special features such as lasting 
longer than EQLs and BL. Lights In 
Hessdalen were occasionally seen 
to drift back and forth along moun- 
tain ridges for nearly two hours. 


ns | 100 yards (90m) in front of 


zi his team and was recorded 
on multiple video cameras 
and electronie monitoring 
equipment. 

Between 28 September 


Y 


He revealed to me that he ; paran orma 
- stood sense of that term. Rather, they 


and 14 October 


e firewardens on the Yakima Indian 


Earth lights researchers do not | 
such manifestations are. 


in the commonly under- 


suspect that whatever the energetic 
environment is that gives rise to the 


lights can also produce side-effects 


such as these 'poltergeist'-type 
events. One candidate is change in 
the geomagnetic field and similar 
effects have been reported at times of 
intense aurora borealis activity. 


devoid of all artificial 
lighting. It moved slowly 
downwards to the level 
of the desert, then 
disappeared. Because it 
was up to some 6 miles 
(10km) distant, we could 
not absolutely determine 
whether or not the 
unusual light was truly 
anomalous, but simulta- 


E neous with its appear- 


ance our magnetometer 
started recording huge 
field anomalies. (A peak- 
to-trough amplitude of 
800 nanotesla on a 2Hz 
pulsation was recorded. 
A normal amplitude on 
that frequency is less 
than 1 nanotesla.) 

The readings slowly 
subsided over a period 
of about five hours. If 
these events were 
causally related, then 
the readings support 
Persingers predictions 
that earth lights will 


be accompanied by changes in the local 


1995, Strand and I, accompanied by a TV geomagnetic field. 


LIGHT FANTASTIC: [above and below] 

Anomalous reading from a magnetometer as they were printing 
out, during the 1995 ICRL-Project Hessdalen expedition to 
Kimberley. The normal reading is the thin green pen-line on the 
left 

KIMBERLEY: two sequential photos taken two minutes apart, on 
8 October, during the 1995 ICRL-Project Hessdalen expedition to 
Kimberley. They show the same light, which emerged from a low 
hill 3-6 miles (5-10km) away, moving to the left (eastwards) 
relative.to foreground objects illuminated by moonlight [Pentax 
Program A, 200mm lens, 30 seconds}. These are multi-generation 
enlargements 


INTO THE LIGHT [from the top] 

Ancient Aboriginal rock art at Kimberley, Western Australia. 
The Aborigines claim that the strong, hairy entities that 
invisibly accompany the lights and attack witnesses are 
depicted in these prehistoric paintings. See Poletergeist 
connection panel. 

. HESSDALEN: this trace of light, recorded by Roar Wister 
[Pentax ME Super, 75mm/5.6 lens, 10 seconds] shows an 
oscillation determined to be at 7Hz. Pictures like these 
allowed You-suo Zou to identify the light as à moving 
plasma vortex. 

YORKSHIRE: Ufologist Anthony Dodd snapped these lights 
flying low over Carleton Moor, near Skipton, on 14 March 
1983 [Canon A1, 50mm lens with skylight UV filter, 400 ASA 
film]. Close study reveals soft Dag serial lines on each of 
the lights š 

Phys David Fryberger (left) Joins Devereux and Strand on 
an earth lights expedition to Mexico in 1996, to investigate a 
‘UFO flap’. Among the media hype and questionable video 
footage they found very few incidents worthy of further 
investigation. The rural Hispanics and Indians considered 
the lights to be the spirits of night-flying witches. Some 
unexplained diffuse flashes of light were observed on the 
flanks of Popocatapetl, a huge volcano that is producing 
over 1000 micro-quakes daily as it rouses into activity. 


WHAT ARE EARTH LICHTS? 


There are two separate questions about 
earth lights: How are they produced, and 
what is their nature? In arguments about 
whether or not the TST is valid, they often 
get hopelessly muddled. It 

doesn't matter whether 

the TST is right or wrong, 

or, more likely, requires 

further modification -~ 

it does not tell us about 

the properties of the 

phenomenon itself. 

From the considerable 

reservoir of  anecdotal 
data, we learn that the 
lights can be any colour, 
although white, orange, 
deep red and yellow-gold 
predominate. Their size 
can range from tiny 
balls to giant lightforms, 
although “basketball-size” 
is common. While their 
shapes are usually round 
or spherieal, tubes, cigars, 
rectangles, diamonds, 
tadpole-shapes and irregu- 
lar forms have frequently 
been described. Reports 
indicate that earth lights 
can issue various sounds, 
with hissing and buzzing 
noises predominant. 
Multiple earth lights flying 
together can display 
seemingly co-ordinated 
movements, as if operating 
within a single energetic 
field, and can divide and 
merge. They've also been 
seen emerging from or 
disappearing into the 
ground on many occasions, 
perhaps indicating a geo- 
logical-tectonic connec- 
tion. When free-floating, 
they seem to prefer the 
vicinity of mountain peaks 
and ridges, isolated 
rooftops and rock outcrops, 
towers and antennae and 
other sharp or isolated fea- 
tures that tend to be charge 
collectors. This indicates 
that they have some kind 
of electromagnetic basis. 

'They often haunt bodies 
of water such as lakes 
and reservoirs, and are 
occasionally seen glowing 
beneath the surface of the 
water. Bodies of water can 
apply pressure to underly- 
ing faults (microquake 
activity around reservoirs 
is well recorded), as well as 
lubricating rocks - moist 
rocks emit more charged 
particles than dry ones. 

The prevailing assumption is that earth 
lights are plasma of some kind. This view is 
supported by the 1994 work of You-Suo Zou 
of the Institute of Atmospheric Physics in 
Beijing’s Academy of Sciences, and an 
associate of the Department of Meteorology 
at the University of Utah. He made a close 
study of the original Project Hessdalen data 
and noted corkscrew-like light traces in 


photographs. Zou recognised this helical 
structure as typical of a plasma vortex in 
motion. Work with laboratory plasma (Zou 
cited Leibovich 1983, and Ma 1984) has 
revealed this structure, particularly in the 
tails of collapsing plasma vortices. 
Under certain conditions, a plasma vortex 
can become a kind of solitary wave (soliton) 
and from the radar- 
recorded behaviour of 
some at Hessdalen, Zou 
saw evidence of wave 
energy propagation. 
Three little-known 
aspects noted about 
earth lights might give 
us fascinating clues as to 
their deep nature: 


EARTH LICHTS SEEM To 
FLICKER ON AND OFF 
Indications of this are 
non-anecdotal and come 
from various sources 
One example relates to a 
photograph taken by 
Tony Dodd of two lights 
flying over Carleton 
Moor, X kshire, on 14 
March, 1983. I showed a 
first-generation print of 
this to the physicist and 
writer Fred Alan Wolf 
He noted that a faint, 
dark vertical line ran 
through each of the- a 
strobing action leaves a 
record of the camera's 
hutter motion in the 
dark lines 
Such strobing can go 
unnoticed by the human 
rsistence of 
(flicker 
mpress 
luminosity 
dent recorded 
ıt visually observed 
-ontinuous returned 
intermittent radar 


A third example was 
provided by physicist 
David Kubrin and his 
first wife who saw a 
lightform hurtling along 
at treetop height above 
the Pinnacles Fault 
(adjacent to the San 
Andreas Fault) in 
California in 1973. The 
light created shock- 
waves in the air ahead 
of itself, indicating the 
presence of mass, but 
then stopped instanta- 
neously, without decel- 
eration, suggestive of no 
mass. Kubrin caught the 
decay of the lightform 
on camera. 


EARTH LICHTS CAN BE UNI-DIR ECTIONALLY VISIBLE 
There are numerous, widespread accounts 
of this bizarre effect. During the 1905 
Barmouth-Harlech outbreak, a 4ft (1.2) 
long bar of blue light hovering over the road 
near Egryn chapel was visible to a group of 
observers from one side, yet completely 
invisible to a group standing on the other 
side of the phenomenon. 


EARTH LICHTS APPEAR TO BE FLAT AND HAVE 
DEPTH SIMULTANEOUSLY, LIKE A POOR SPECIAL 
EFFECT IN A MOVIE. 

In 1983, for example, a farmer in the 
Pennines saw a red sphere of light hovering 
above a stream. It then started revolving 
while giving the impression of being flat. 
I have witnessed this paradoxical aspect 
of lights and can vouch for its reality. 


THEORIES 


Descriptions of earth lights hint at a 
phenomenon at the edge of normal physical 
manifestation. We might be seeing a 
macro-quantal phenomenon - a large-scale 
expression of the paradoxical conditions 
(from the viewpoint of classical physics) 
of the subatemic quantum. 

Puthoff suspeets that earth lights might 
be powered by something called Zero Point 
Energy. ZPE is an all-pervasive energetic 
field, a fluctuating energy that exists 
even in a vacuum at absolute zero. It is 
known to have small-scale physical effects, 
but some scientists. Puthoff key among 
them, feel that it is possible to extract useful 
energy from vacuum fluctuations. It 
might be that nature has been doing it 
already in the phenomena we call earth 
lights. Perhaps the lights are a kind of 
doorway between quantum and large-scale 
physical realities. 

David Fryberger, of the Stanford Linear 
Accelerator Center. is developing a theory 
which has the lights resulting from 
hitherto unknown particle he S 
“vorton, mere exotic even than gluc 
quarks and the other subatomic entities 
postulated by nuclear physics. 

There might also be a “consciousness 
connection" with earth lights. Apparent 
paranormal phenomena are reported in 
areas of earth light activity. At Yakima and 
in the Pennines, for example, people 
havereported seeing fleeting manifestations 
of bizarre human figures. Voices are heard: 


one Yakima firewarden told of hearing 
“happy little voices singing” and another of 
a disembodied voice “hollering”. Strange 
odours are experienced. Earth lights 
researchers argue that these might be 
hallucinations caused by magnetic fields - 
associated with light phenomena closely 
encountered and generally in an area 
that is producing strange luminosities - 
affecting brain function in witnesses. As well 
as proposing theoretical clinical mind- 
body effects on witnesses, Persinger has 
conducted a series of practical experiments 
in which subjects are placed in a soundproof, 
isolated chamber, where they wear a helmet 
from which magnetic fields are directed at 
the magnetically-sensitive temporal cortex, 
which handles dreaming and other internal 
imagery such as memory, among other 
functions. Many people report vivid inner 
imagery episodes in which early and 
infantile memories are particularly 
common. Journalist Ian Cotton, for example, 
experienced two sessions with Persinger's 
magnetic helmet. He drifted into a kind of 
lucid dream state in which his consciousness 
became “like a video camera” looking at 
scenes from his early childhood. He saw the 
pattern on the wallpaper in his bedroom, the 
design of red roses on a table cover and other 
long-forgotten, intricate details. In a second 
session, a recording of temple bells was 
played, and Cotton experieneed “a kind of 
booster rocket of realism” and found himself 
in a visionary reality so convincing that he 
felt he was in a temple, observing rows of 
brown-cowled monks. 

In a few cases, it is possible that a close 
encounter with an earth light could 
precipitate an “alien entity” experience or 
even a full-blown UFO abduction. If one 
reads Budd Hopkins’ Intruders with care, 
for example, it can be seen that the 
pseudonymous Kathie Davis encountered 
a ball of light before undergoing her 
abduction episode. In fact, everything in this 
now famous abduction case is consistent 
with an earth light being produced by local 
tremor activity. 
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POPPERFOTO/REUTER 


IT WAS TO BE THE PARTY OF THE CENTURY - HALF A MILLION UFO FANS WERE 
© EXPECTED TO WHOOP IT UP IN CELEBRATION OF THE ALLEGED ALIEN SAUCER 
m9 CRASH IN THE NEW MEXICO DESERT, NEAR ROSWELL 50 YEARS AGO. ON BEHALF OF 


== FORTEAN TIMES, PEĐECCA KETI! BRAVED THE SCORCHING HEAT TO BRING US A 
"^-^ DEPRESSING SPECTACLE OF COMMERCIALISM AND CREDULITY 


his is a story that really could and 
should be told in pictures. After 
my summer vacation to Roswell’s 


50th anniversary 
party, I doubtthatI 
wil ever be the 
same again. Maybe it was the 
heat - or the stagnant water 
that soaked the carpet in 
our un-air-conditioned motel 
room - but more than likely 
it was the realisation that 
there are just a lot of wacky 
people in the world. Most 
of them happened to be in 
Roswell during the first 
week of July. 
We arrived on Monday 30 
June, at a time when there 
were probably more journal- 


ists than tourists in Roswell. The tourists 
didn't show up until about 3 July, with the 
biggest crowds arriving on the Fourth. The 

New Mexico Tourism Board estimate 

that about 48,000 people came to Roswell 

during the week-long celebration. 
than 300 media agencies from 16 countries 
requested and received the official Roswell 
Encounter ‘97 press pass. This much 
coveted badge gave its wearer 


access to all the events, free, and an open 
bar every evening. 
That bribery notwithstanding, I can say 


that I won't be back in 
Roswell anytime soon. It 
wasn't that folks weren't 
nice, it's just that a week- 
long UFO circus just about 
did me in. From a green 
donkey (complete with 
antenna) to a memorial 
service for dead aliens at 
one of the crash sites, the 
UFO theme was every- 
where. The New Mexico 
Lottery Commission even 
designed a special $1 
scratch-off lottery ticket 
dubbed ‘UFO Dough’ with a 
top prize of $2,500. No luck 


there, I lost four bucks. 
Thirsty? The 


‘Alien Agua’ going for $1.50 was plain old 
water from the crash-site ranch run by Hub 
Corn. The ‘UFO H90’ was $2.50. Given that 
the temperature average in Roswell for 
the first week of July was about 103°F 
(39°C), these entrepreneurs must have 
made a fortune. 

But the Roswell Anniversary wasn't just a 
commercial opportunity for the town of 
Roswell. A lot of the speakers, media and 
vendors from out of state were there for 
the same thing... M-O-N-E-Y! I went for the 
circus, but what I got was a wake-up call. 

This enlightening experience came at the 
very commercial crash site run by Hub 
Corn ($15 secures entry) about 19 miles 
(30km) north of Roswell. Frank Kaufman 
(teller of many tales) claimed that a saucer, 
complete with bodies on the ground, was 
recovered near a large rocky cliff. Hub 

Corn’s wife led the tour 

— and pointed out several 
spots on the side of the 
cliff, where the aliens had 
met their deaths. They 
were marked by small 


—— 


American flags near which freshly cut 
flowers had been placed, Mrs Corn said, 
by people who wanted to show respect. 

How, I wondered, had I wound up in the 
middle of a hot, rocky, dusty 
ranch with a bunch of people 
who took this Roswell business 
that seriously? Don't get me 
wrong, I do take ufology seri- 
ously, it's just that I hadn't 
realised to what extent it had 
become like a religion for some. 

Suddenly, the circus didn’t 
seem so much fun. 

And this was just the begin- 
ning; the main event followed 
with the speakers. Everyone 
was excited by an announce- 
ment from Paul Davids (who 
produced Showtime's Roswell) 
that he would, once and for all, 
prove that an extraterrestrial 
craft had crashed here 50 years 
ago. A very official-looking 
press release said that Davids 
would present his incontrovert- 
ible evidence, accompanied by some of 
the scientists who had studied some of 
the material. 

At the appointed hour - 9am, 4 July - the 
gathering of press and others were told that 
they would first have to hear a lecture from 
Davids. I wasn't the only one who was livid, 
to put it mildly. The expression 'bait and 
switch' came to mind. Sceptical eyebrows 
were rising all around. 

The ‘evidence’, as Davids actually 
admitted during the hastily convened press 
conference afterwards, was connected to 
Roswell only through the words of Derrel 
Sims [for more on Sims see FT99:43]. Bad 
pennies always seem to turn up, so it was no 
surprise to me that the carpenter-turned- 
health professional and his erstwhile foot- 
doctor sidekick would find a way to slither 
into the Roswell scene. After all, there was 
media attention and money to be had! 

In Sims' latest yarn, he claims that, more 
than two years ago, he was given material 
from the crashed UFO by someone at a West 
Coast UFO kookfest. No, Sims can't tell us — 
or his potential benefactor (Paul Davids), it 
seems - the man's name because he (Sims) 
gave his word that he would protect the 
man at all costs. The material, according to 
environmental health and safety expert 
Russell VernonClark, is quite remarkably 
anomalous. It is 
said to 
more than 99 per 


cent pure silicon, y 
tg 


B T PE  — 
contain (iS 


with traces of germanium, zinc, silver, and 

nickel. All of these elements are said to 

have isotopic anomalies which indicate 

the material is from “off world". As usual 
for Sims-Leir claims, 
the few tests performed 
on the material were 
not peer-reviewed. 

VernonClark 
claims he will get to 
that process eventually, 
but Sims controls the 
sample. I'm sceptical 
as Sims has never 
finished final testing 
of any material in his 
possession. 

That much-bally- 
hooed press confer- 
ence consisted of 
a sweating Davids 
surrounded by 
reporters in a 
stairwell at about 
llam. Davids 
took only a few 


questions because he said that s 
the press were “hostile”. 

VernonClark, the sole scientist, was 
not available for questions as he was 
spirited out the back door of the auditorium 
into a waiting automobile whose doors were 
open and engine was running. Reportedly, 
he was back home in San Diego just hours 
later. So much for the great announcement. 

Otherwise, the Roswell Encounter turned 
out to be The Same Old Researchers saying 
the Same Old Thing. Amazingly, Linda 
Moulton Howe showed the bogus alien 
body photos that appeared in the Ming 
Pao News more than two years ago (and 
subsequently in Penthouse) and proclaimed 
them authentic. She said that they had 
nothing to do with the dummy in the 
Roswell International Museum. Howe, 
obviously, does not read Fortean Times or 
she would have known that this story was 
put to bed a long time ago by our own Bob 
Rickard - see FT93:18. 

The lectures were well attended but not 
sold out, except in one or two instances. The 
promised rock concert never took place. 
The promoter could. not garner the neces- 
sary permits, and only one camper paid the 
$90 a night to camp out at the Hub Corn 
crash site. The Roswell Police Department 
reported only “a couple of fender benders" 

and only 

one minor 

' | injury. A few 
1 bad cheques 
were 


passed, 
however, totalling about 
$92,000. The FBI made their presence 
known - although not quite in the way the 
conspiracists would have guessed - when 
they shut down a convention centre vendor 
who was selling pirated Nike merchandise. 

Despite the fact that I came away feeling 
empty - and not just in the wallet — I think 
that most people had a good time. If there 
was ever a chance for ufology to present its 
best face, this was it. Instead, we got green 
donkeys, people roaming about in Star Trek 
costumes and no new information. At first 
I thought the major American UFO 
organisations, like MUFON and CUFOS, 
had made a mistake by not having a 
presence but, on reflection, Tm glad they 
didn't sully themselves with the silly 
nonsense that went on. 

"All is not Roswell," says cyber-philoso- 
pher Pat Parrinello, and he's right - it's time 
to put Roswell behind us and move on to 
the important stuff. Q 


Excess marks the spot 

Nice day for a grey wedding 
“That'll be $15, please" 
Witness Jesse Marcel Jr 
Hub Corn crash site 

It could be you 


DAVE WALSH ASSESSES THE PROGRESS OF RESEARCH INTO 
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (RI), CHESS COMPUTERS AND 
CONVERSATION MACHINES, AND FINDS THAT REALITY FALLS 
FAR SHORT OF PUBLIC EXPECTATION 


POPULAR CULTURE PRECONCEPTIONS 


According to the Bible, ‘God created man in his 
own image’, but mythology, science and literature 
have demonstrated mankind's striving to create 
other beings in its own image. 

In Greek legend, Prometheus created an entire 
army from clay with fire stolen from Zeus; Rabbi 
Lów created a golem (clay automaton) in the 
Jewish ghetto of Prague; and Mary Shelley's 
sinister Dr Frankenstein, the ‘Modern Prometheus’, 
assembled his creature from a macabre mixed bag of 
human remains. 

Today, autonomous, self-motivated and self- 
changing artificial intelligences (Als) — both 
humanoid and non-humanoid in form - are 
common characters in film, television and 
innumerable science-fiction novels; and often stereo- 
typed as god-like entities, totalitarian tyrants or, less 
frequently, as helpful, witty friends of man 
[see 'Artificial Pals' panel]. These familiar depictions 
have fixed certain ideas about 'artificial 
intelligence' in popular culture. 

Arguably, two of the best-known 
fictional accounts of Al do not involve 
conventional ideas about computers. In 
the case of the movie Blade Runner — 
based on the Philip K Dick novel, 
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? 
— Tyrell creates a race of artificial 
humans (androids) called ‘replicants’, 
who are genetically engineered to have 
a short lifespan so that they can be 
put to work as slave 
labour. They are 
made by man in his own 
image, so to speak 


THEY ARE MADE 


THE SCIENCE BIT - CONCENTRATE 


So how do these mass-culture interpretations match 
the reality of artificial intelligence research? What 
does the term really mean? According to the Concise 
Oxford Dictionary of Current English, ‘artificial 
intelligence’ is “the theory and development of 
computer systems able to perform tasks normally 
requiring human intelligence such as decision making 
and speech recognition”.' 

The precise definition is being disputed while 
others ask: "How can we hope to create artificial 
intelligence when we don't fully understand the 
structure of our own brains and the nature of our own 
intelligence?" As Professor Marvin Minsky of 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) puts it — 
and not, one suspects, without a sense of irony — 
"artificial intelligence is the science of making 
machines do things that would require intelligence if 
done by men" ? 

In 1950, British mathematician Alan Turing began 

exploring the question of whether a machine 


bie could think.* He deduced that it could and 


that a more meaningful question was: 
“How could we tell?” Turing concluded 
that "if the responses from the 
computer were indistinguishable from 
that of a human, the computer could 
be said to be thinking."^ 


h < d 


interrogator has to decide whether or not 

his correspondent is human by gauging 
the level of 'realism' in their half of the 
conversation. If the inter- 
rogator reaches no conclu- 
sion, then the computer is 


i , So te à BY MBN AND TURN still ‘intelligent’. Criticism 
and, mirroring the has been directed towards 


events in Bible, turn 
their back on their 
creator. With some 
irony, Tyrell's motto is: 
"More human than 
human." 

The other account is /doru, the science 
fiction novel by William Gibson, whose 
eponymous character is an ‘intelligent software 
agent’ who exists only in the electronic realm of 
the ‘net matrix’ and is holographically represented 
in the ‘real’ world as a beautiful Japanese girl. 
Gibson's other hero — a Chinese-lrish rock star — 
announces his plan to marry the Idoru, a proposal 
which tips his entourage and fans into a state 
of chaos. 


THEIR CREATORS ` u 
that there is the chance 


this test, as it takes no 
account of conversational 
skills, typing ability and 


that a human subject 
could be mistaken for a computer. In addition, the test 
requires the computer's responses to be compared 
with those of a 'control group' and the conversations 
are a kind of 'blind date' (as the 'opponent' cannot be 
seen). This has lead some to question why we should 
bother testing a machine for intelligence when it can 
only communicate through a terminal. Which brings 
us back, again, to the definition of ‘intelligence’. 
Many people involved in researching the subject see 
its goal as the creation of an exact replica of living p 


Turing devised a test, in which the š 
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DAVID LEVY 
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intelligence in a non-organic entity. So far, this 
goal has not been attained; many believe that it 
never will. As Jorn Barger so eloquently puts it: 
“It's been more than 40 years since the term 
‘Artificial Intelligence’ was coined in 1956. 
During that time, Al has pretty successfully 
maintained an aura of arcane impenetrability, 
funnelling off billions of dollars in research 
grants... while delivering almost nothing that can 
really be called ‘intelligent’!”> 

In 1956, the CIA developed a primitive Al to 
convert foreign documents into English. Despite 
the unsuccessful results they persevered, finally 
abandoning the project in 1966. That same year, 
a program called ‘ELIZA’ was created by Professor 
Joseph Weizenbaum of MIT. ELIZA conversed 
as if it were a psychotherapist, answering the 
human inputs. 


LOSER: [left] Gary Kasparov storms off, defeated by Deep Blue 
WINNER: [below] David Levy picked up this year’s Loebner Prize 


consciousness — a machine with emotions and 
personality, the fabled ‘ghost in the machine’ 
— is feasible. 

Opposing the Strong Al argument are many 
well known scientists and philosophers; among 
them Alan Turing, Roger Penrose, John Searle, 
Kurt Gódel and David Hilbert. One of their 
favourite lines of argument begins with the 
premise that mathematics cannot be completely 
expressed in algorithms, therefore no computer 
intelligence (based on algorithms) can cope with 
or understand the entire realm of mathematics. 
If we accept that humans can understand 
mathematics that present computers cannot, it 
follows that human brain functions are not 
limited to algorithmic processes and are therefore 
quite different to those of a computer ‘brain’. This 
argument can be extended to the issues of 
awareness, versatility and even emotions. Beyond 
this, Penrose has suggested that the brain might 
be subject to quantum events: random processes 
at a sub-atomic level playing some role. This, if 
ever proven, would scupper the Strong Al school. 
The research — and arguments — continue. 
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DEEP BLUE vs KASPAROV 


Since these ‘breakthroughs’, two main schools On 11 May 1997, IBM's super-computer Deep 
of thought have formed. Those who work under Blue defeated chess grandmaster Gary Kasparov 


the banner of ‘Strong Al’ hold that intelligences of 
all kinds are forms of algorithm, ie. processes or 
sets of rules used for calculation or problem 
solving. Strong Al maintains that 

the human brain is an extremely 4 


in the 45th move of game two. Or rather, 
Kasparov resigned — possibly too early, as was dis- 
covered some hours after the game. Contrary to 
public belief, Deep Blue is not an Al, but an 

“expert system’ — a 1.4-ton, 32-node 'RS/6000 


SP' with 256 processors, capable of calculating 
200 million chess positions every second. 
In the three minutes available for a 
-4 tournament player to make a move, Deep Blue 
Ec can calculate somewhere in the region of 
36,000 million moves. Kasparov, in 
contrast, can only consider about 
three moves a second, a 
maximum of 540 in 

m the same three- 
"WES minute period. 


sophisticated biological computer for © 
processing algorithms. They recognise ' 
that the difference between, say, Deep 
Blue (the chess-playing computer that 
recently beat world champion 
Gary Kasparov) and the 
human brain is huge, but 
argue that the difference is 
of proportion rather than of 
kind. Strong Al also 

claims that computer $e 
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INTELLIGENCE HRS TRKEN IN POPULRR FICTION 


n old science-fiction gag has scientists asking the ultimate 
computer the last great question: "Is there a god?" A flash of 
lightning fuses the power switch as a booming voice says: 
"There is now". If you can ignore the absurdity of the ultimate 
computer having a simple on-off switch, you'll see that this anecdote 
encapsulates the modern anxiety about the computer's transition from a 
mere calculator (like IBM's ‘Deep Blue’) to a new form of autonomous 
sentient life. Popular fiction, especially film and television dramas, 
has a large and growing cast of artificial characters who have 
developed a personality of their own, ranging from robots (mobile 
and purely electro-mechanical) and androids (strictly an artificial 
human, which includes clones, but commonly used to mean robots 
in human shape) to cyborgs (partly biological) and huge immobile 
computer-type installations. 

Since Fritz Lang's Metropolis (1926), the first film to feature 
thinking robots, movies have favoured the more humanoid robots. 
Typical examples are, ‘C3P0’ (in the Star Wars films), ‘Data’ (in Star 
Trek: The Next Generation), ‘Kryten’ (in Red Dwarf), and ‘Marvin’ (the 
paranoid android from The Hitch Hikers Guide to the Galaxy). 

The first memorable sinister Al — the city controller in Jean-Luc 
Godard's 1965 file Alphaville — set the tone for hostile and manipulative 
non-humanoid intelligences. Other examples are the ‘alien blob’ (in The 
Prisoner), ‘Deep Thought’ (the ultimate thinker in The Hitch Hikers 


You would be forgiven for thinking this was not 
fair. How could Kasparov — who referred to Deep 
Blue as ‘The Creature’ — have any chance of 
success against such crippling odds? Yet he 
won game one. It could be significant that, in 
game two, Kasparov dispensed with his usual 
unpredictable guerilla tactics. When he became 
stuck, he resigned and stormed out of the room. 

IBM had studied Kasparov’s style at length 
before the contest and programmed Deep Blue 
accordingly. Kasparov, on the other hand, was 
denied access to any information about Deep 
Blue’s playing style. Deep Blue doesn’t get tired, 
angry or ill. After the contest Kasparov stated: 
"| had no real energy to fight." With the odds 
seemingly piled up against Kasparov, it's not 
surprising that Deep Blue should emerge 
victorious. The real mystery is why it didn't 
slaughter him. 

Remember, this computer is not at all 
intelligent. It merely calculates at crazily high 
speeds. It doesn't 'understand' bluffs or body 
language or eye contact, or letting one's 
opponent dangle in humiliation before finishing 
them off. It plods. For IBM, the contest would 
seem to prove that if one throws enough mud — 
namely millions of dollars and years of research 
— at a problem, some of it is bound to stick. 
Kasparov has nothing to be ashamed of; if 
nothing else, the competition proved that he 
possesses astounding powers of strategy and 
concentration. 


THE LOEBNER PRIZE 


Moving from the arena of strategy to that of 
communication, we find a high-profile version of 
the Turing Test. Since 1990, Dr Hugh Loebner of 
the Cambridge (Massachusetts) Center for 
Behavioural Studies has offered a cash award 
of $2,000 for the 'most human' computer 
interaction. Winner of the most recent contest, 
which took place on 29 April this year, was David 
Levy, who impressed a panel of five judges. 
Given disagreement among the experts, it was 
inevitable, perhaps, that news reports of the 
Loebner contest were quite confused. Typical 
was the report in The Times for 16 May 1997, 


Guide to the Galaxy), the upgraded omnipotent 
"Voyager' spacecraft that returned to Earth to find 
its creator (in Star Trek: The Motion Picture). In 
the Terminator movies, the ultimate enemy is born 
when a global internet links super-fast computers 
and Skynet, the product of this union, sets out to 
secure its own survival by 

desigining android assassins. 

Less frequently, the pure 
machine-based intelligence 
is portrayed as a helpful, witty 
friend of man: eg. 'KITT' (in 
Knight Rider) 'Huey and 
Dewey' (in Silent Running), 
and poor ‘Hal’, in 2001: A 
Space Odyssey, whose 
actions, although resulting in 
human deaths, were simply due to it having a 
nervous breakdown. A sympathetic examination of 
the evolution of super-computers from simple 
self-awareness to actual consciousness can be 
found in Greg Bear's science-fiction novels Queen 
of Angels (1990) and Slant (1997). 

In /doru, the novel by William Gibson, the 
eponymous Al character is represented in the 
“real world' by a hologram of a beautiful Japanese 
girl. Curiously, fiction became near-fact in 1996, 
when a Japanese record company created a 
sensation with a computer generated female pop 
Star, ‘Kyoko Date’ [below right] — see FT92:17 — 
but to some extent this type of artificial entity was 
anticipated by the ‘Max Headroom’ saga. 

Less obvious examples of Al are becoming 


Hi 


SEVERAL ENTRANTS 
IN THE LOEBNER 
PRIZE LIKENED 
IT TO CRAMMING 
FOR AN EXAM 


more common as micro-processor control systems 

are incorporated into more everyday products. 

The internet, too, will host exciting developments. 

You can now hire ‘intelligent software agents’, 

relatively autonomous programs that you can 

instruct and launch into the web and which will 
report back to you when 
they find the data you 
require. This is how your 
own personal edition of 
a newspaper might be 
compiled. 

Modern, interactive 
computer games, too, are 
marvels of compact 
programmed intelligence. 
Whether your opponent 

is a jet fighter, a footbal team or a hoard of 
alien demons, they are semi-autonomous in 
their actions and strategy. 

On a grander scale, are the so-called God 
Simulators that put you in charge of the details 
of life on an ant farm, or the progress of a 
Roman settlement towards a modern 
industrial civilisation, or a re-enactment of 
the battle of Waterloo (as either Napoleon 
or Wellington). 

In Apocalypse, for example, the 
latest installment of the Xcom 
series from Microprose, the 
Al driving your alien 
opponents learns 
from your own 


which stated that the Loebner Prize “is given 
to a computer that can pass the Turing Test”. 
The Times went on to say, erroneously, that 
“the computer’s ability to mimic a human is so 
acute that it managed to fool five judges in 
an international competition held in New 
York”. David Levy’s program ‘Converse’ (aka 
‘Catherine’) did not pick up the award for being 
‘indistinguishable from a human’, but for 
being the most human of all the entrants. If 
you want the full story, look at the Loebner 
Prize homepage.* 

Most of the participants were eager to share 
their opinions concerning the Loebner Prize, 
including Loebner himself, who said: “The task 
of the entrant in the [contest] is to produce a 
‘human-like’ program that can satisfy the Turing 
Test. When we have a computer (program) that 
can perfectly imitate a human, we will be well 
along the path to developing ‘intelligent’ 
machines that can satisfy our material whims.” 
Loebner has also pledged a grand prize of 
$100,000 for the first computer whose 
responses are indistinguishable from a human’s. 

Surprisingly, most of the entrants in the 
Loebner Prize are less than exuberant about the 
future of intelligent machines. Several passed 
comments to the effect that writing software for 
the Loebner Prize was akin to cramming for an 
exam; they felt that they were programming 


software to talk about current events and to fool = 
people into thinking they were having a ‘real’ = 
conversation with a ‘real’ person. Some of the = 
entrants pointed out that they did not enjoy the š 


same ‘budget constraints’ as universities or big 
corporations. Even so, Bruce Cooper (co-author 
of ‘SEPO') hinted that it might not make a 
difference: "The only problem is that [imitating a 
human] is very hard. So hard in fact, that state 
of the art systems that have had hundreds of 
thousands of dollars thrown at them can't do it. 
And if these systems can't do it, why should a 
simple system written by a couple of blokes in 
their spare time be able to do it?" 

"|n fact, cheating gets you better results than 
trying to do it properly," continued Cooper. "it is 
not clear how to go about giving a computer 


strategy, making the game a harder and more 
equal contest as it develops. 

These, and many other depictions of 'artificial 
intelligence', have determined the popular 
expectancy of what Al is, or what might it be 
become. What forms it actually takes in the future 
remains to be seen. 


Further reading: 

The Encyclopedia of Science Fiction (199*) 
John Clute [Ed.]; entries on 'Androids', 
‘Cybernetics’, ‘Cyborgs’, 

‘Intelligence’, and 

‘Robots’ 
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t the end of July, Brighton 
found itself right on the 
cutting edge of the ideas 
discussed by Dave Walsh when 
it hosted the Fourth European 
Conference on Artificial Life. A 
large, multidisciplinary assembly, 
drawing in philosophers and 


artists as well as programmers and 


engineers, it addressed both the 
practicalities of constructing and 
programming an artificially 
intelligent ‘life-form’ and the 
implications for society of 
autonomous machines. Among 
those addressing the conference 
was the alarming Australian 
performance artist Stelarc; 
his performances often involve 
inserting electrical stimulators in 
his muscles, allowing his left arm 
to be controlled remotely, while a 
robotic third arm attached to his 
own right arm takes its cues from 
his abdominal muscle movements. 
Inevitably, there were several 
less po-faced events taking place 


on the periphery of the conference. 


In the Robot World Cup, robotic 
footballers could compete in a 


number of categories, ranging from 


the Simulator League, for software 
agents, to the Real Robot Small 
League, in which teams of up to 
five small robots competed with 
each other. The Real Robot League 


was eventually won by Andy Rix of 
Queen Mary & Westfield College. 


To tie in with the conference, the 


Brighton Media Centre mounted an 
exhibition of artificial life forms. 
An impressive variety of synthetic 
animals were on display, including 
Nick Jakohi's ‘Evolved Octopoid’, a 
mechanical ‘spider’ in lurid purple, 
whose ‘intelligence’ was created 
as a software package which 
learnt how to move before it was 
downloaded into its host. It has, 


reportedly, continued to learn since 


then; it certainly seemed to get the 
hang of the Media Centre’s parquet 
flooring with disconcerting ease. 
Also on show was artist Norm 
White’s deeply worrying ‘Helpless 
Robot’. Resembling an upturned 
boat mounted on a turntable, the 
Helpless Robot has no motors and 
cannot move itself. Instead, it 
detects when a human enters its 
range, then tries to convince them 
to move it by alternately pleading 
with and hectoring them. Once they 
do, it becomes more agitated and 
more insistent, until — theoretically 
— the human spends the rest of 
their life turning it back and forth. 
One of the more encouraging 
aspects of the conference and 
exhibition was the sheer diversity 
of the ideas and systems under 
discussion. There seems to be, as 
yet, nothing even approaching a 
consensus as to what the ‘right’ 
way to approach the problem of 
artificial life might be. While the 
Evolved Octopoid might be 
impressive, Canadian roboticist 
Mark Tilden’s solar-powered robots 
represent something entirely 


HELP ME! Norm V s little pleader 
stranger. He builds his robots 
largely from cannibalised personal 
stereos, and they run entirely on 
solar power, without any control 
system to speak of; as a result, 
they simply cannot go wrong. 

His photovore robot, for example, 
seeks out light not because of its 
programming, but because of the 
nature of its construction. 

As well as the more traditional 
physical nuts and bolts robots, 
there were a number of 'software 
intelligences' on display. Karl 
Sims's Co-Evolved Creatures begin 
as simple "organisms", barely 
able to move, but through a 
process of "evolution", become 


GATECRASHES AN ‘INTELLIGENT’ ROBOT BEACH PARTY IN BRIGHTON 


more sophisticated. As one strain 
of creature evolves in a certain 


direction, another will evolve which 


exploits its particular weaknesses, 
creating a whole artificial eco- 
system. CyberLife Technology were 
exhibiting their computer game 
Creatures, which simulates the 
whole gamut of artificial life 
processes, from behaviour to 
genetics. Each of the titular 
creatures has some 300 charac- 
teristics encoded into its ‘genome’; 
when they breed, these are mixed 


to produce novel strains. Garden of 


Chances, a networked installation 
by Artificial Intelligence student 
Guillaume Hutzler, artist Bernard 
Gortais and engineer Xavier Verlut, 
had abstract shapes which 
interacted both with each other 
and with weather data from St 


Brieve in Brittany. Two video pieces 


by artificial evolution guru William 
Latham were also shown. 

Right at the cutting edge of the 
field, one group at the conference 
was showcasing “Evolvable 
Hardware”, a system whereby 
computer chips which develop 
along evolutionary lines can be 
produced without further human 
involvement. However, conference 
Chair Inman Harvey, of Sussex 
University, said that nature was 
still ahead of the game. Although 
Sussex biologists have made huge 
leaps in the development of 
artificial life, they admit that their 
best efforts to date compare poorly 
to insects. As Harvey put it: “We 
are always humbled by the subtlety 
and complexity of nature.” We'll 
make a Fortean of him yet. 


Tune in and turn on to shut out everyday 
pressures — and unleash the natural resources 


of your mind — writes Chris Payne 


azzling patterns of colour swirled in front of my closed eyes, 
Dina gyrating shapes soared across my visual field as hypnotic 
rhythmic tones caressed my ears. 

All I'd done was put on the liteframes and headphones, pressed a 
few buttons on the MindLab Orion's compact console and lay back 
with my eyes closed. 

As the patterns and sounds slowed down I felt my mind sink deeper 
and deeper, and it seemed as if I was rolling back through space. 


Clear your mind in minutes 
Ten minutes later I re-emerged — relaxed, alert and with no mind 
chatter. The serene state lasted for the next two hours. This was my 
first experience of using the remarkable MindLab Orion. 

It may at first sound like a way out Spielberg creation, but the 
MindLab Orion is far from science fiction. This is 
science fact, tried and tested to help you cope with 
life's stresses and strains. 

Using light and sound patterns matched to your 
own natural rhythm, the machine can induce a state 
of relaxation, and even aid learning. 

Far from being futuristic, the MindLab Orion is 
based on ancient techniques blended with 
Reha: mi sophisticated technology. 

MindLab Orion and In 2000BC Ptolemy noted that sunlight flickering 
yon feel deeply relaxed through the spokes of a rotating wheel caused 
fascinating visual patterns and a feeling of euphoria. 


nd 


Slip on the liteframes 
and headphones, press a 


Feel profoundly relaxed 
in minutes — with the ` 
NEW MindLab Orion 4 


} 


intelligence enough to carry out a conversation, 
but you can easily write a program which can try 
to fool a user by using a few clever tricks.” 

One could be forgiven for concluding that the 
Loebner contest is a better test of the human 
ability to differentiate between the output of 
programs and humans than it is a test of the 
software’s ability to fool humans. 

Robby Glen Garner (author of ‘Barry DeFacto’) 
said of the contest: "If you measure how human 
two rocks are and can choose one rock over the 
other as being most human, you will pick that one 
because it is smoother, a better colour, a bigger 
rock, etc. But if a thing has no human qualities 
to speak of, it makes little sense to rate it as 
most ‘human’. It would make more sense to have 
a contest in which the programs are compared by 
qualities that they actually possess." 

Where does this leave us? Where should Al 
research be heading and does the Loebner Prize 
have any relevance? David Levy tried to be 
positive: "The Loebner Prize competitions are 
likely to stimulate this particular area of Al in a 
way that nothing else has appeared to have done. 

"[Al research should be] finding acceptable 
solutions to interesting problems. By this | mean 
that, if Al researchers aim at perfection, they 
will get nowhere; but if they aim at something 
which is better than what exists already, they 
will make progress." 
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THE FUTURE 


Instead of trying to isolate intelligence or wisdom, 
perhaps we should be thinking more about 
creating ‘artificial sentience' — the ability to 
perceive through senses. There is evidence of 
increasing interest in this idea with the 
development of evolutionary software agents — 
programs which spawn ‘child’ programs, learning 
and adapting through a kind of natural selection 
process. Presently, this kind of software is being 
used for the creation of special graphics - as in 
the work of William Latham at Computer Artworks’ 
— and in the evolutionary experiments of Jordan 
Pollack at Brandeis University, in which neurally 
networked computers play backgammon against 
each other. The losers ‘die’ and the winning 
agents are rewarded by being allowed to 
produce ‘offspring’ .® 

However, until Al grows up a bit more, 
we'll have do our housework without the aid of 
droids. Tea, anyone? (f) 


Acknowledgements: 

Barry Kavanagh for providing food for thought; Paco Xander 
Nathan and Robby Glen Garner for memes, explanations 
and indoctrinations; David Levy, Bruce Cooper, Hugh 
Loebner, Robert E Medeksza, Richard Gibbons and Marv 
Westrom for their time and input. 


REFERENCES: 

1 - The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Current English, ninth 
edition. 

2 — Minksy is Toshiba Professor of Media Arts and Sciences 
and Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science 
at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. His research has 
led to both theoretical and practical advances in artificial 
intelligence, cognitive psychology, neural networks, the theory 
of Turing Machines and recursive functions. He has made 
major contributions in the domains of symbolic graphical 
description, computational geometry, knowledge representa- 
tion, computational semantics, machine perception, symbolic 
and connectionist learning. He has also been involved with 
studies of advanced technologies for space exploration. The 
Marvin Minsky homepage - http://www.ai .mit.edu/people/min- 
Sky/minsky.html 

3 - The Alan Turing homepage — 
http://www.wadham.ox.ac.uk/-ahodges/turing.html 

4 — The Loebner Prize homepage — 
http://acm.org/-loebner/Ioebner-prize.htmix 

5 — Jorn Barger, The Outsider's Guide to Artificial 
Intelligence: http://www.mcs.net/-jorn/html/ai.html 

6 - Oxford English Dictionary. ^ recipe, safety procedure or a 
formula can be an algorithm. 

7 — Computer Artworks homepage: http://www.artworks.co. Uk 
8 - http://www.demo.cs.brandeis.edu/bkg.html 


USEFUL SITES: 

Simon Laven's chatterbot site — 
http://www.student.toplinks.com/hp/sjlaven/ 

BotSpot, the spot for all bots and intelligent agents - 
http://www.botspot.com/main.html 


UK research validates the technology 


Then in the late 1940s a British neuroscientist, W. Gray Walter, 
measured the effects of an electronic strobe using an EEG, which 
monitors brainwave activity. 

He found that rhythmic, flashing lights altered activity across the 
whole cortex, producing trance-like states of profound relaxation and 
vivid imagery. 

Since then, a series of independent studies have confirmed 
Walter's findings. Research now suggests that machines using light 
and sound can dramatically reduce stress. 


Change mental states easily 


Benefits include deep relaxation within minutes, improved learning 
ability and enjoyment of music, increased alertness, enhanced ability 
to visualise new goals, and better sleep at night. 

The user of the MindLab Orion chooses the state of consciousness 
that he or she wishes to obtain, and is lulled by a rainbow array of 
colours and rhythms into the chosen state of awareness. 

Just press a few buttons and you can choose to relax, sleep, 
visualise, energise or learn. Lie back, close your eyes and let the 
kaleidoscopic light patterns and rhythmic tones gradually shift 
your consciousness. 


The press raved about the original MindLab 


"The MindLab has received rave reviews from both the scientific 
community and the public... After a few minutes the 


Sleep 
soundly 


"Energise 
quickly 


dazzling spectacle winds down into a deeper state of 
consciousness." — New Scotsman 

"The systems reliably produce visual effects and relaxation... the 
experience resembles the closing sequences of 2001: A Space 
Odyssey." — New Scientist 

"The MindLab produces a feeling of total inner calm where once 
there was chaos. The technology of tomorrow really is with us 
today." — Fit Body magazine 

"The machine really does need to be experienced to be believed." 
— Computer Life 

“The MindLab gives you hundreds of different methods, via 
amazing sounds, music and light displays, of achieving Nirvana." — 
London Evening Standard 

"The MindLab really works!" — Ms London 


Here's what the testers said on Hot Gadgets! 
Said tester Anuj Nayor on BBCI's Hot Gadgets: “I thought the 
MindLab Orion was a top gadget. I felt perky and alert. The first 
program! tried was the sleep one. I went into the deepest sleep in ages. 
I was so late for work the next day." 

James Mayor, a medical student, commented "I feel quite relaxed. 
That exam: sorted!" 


Find out why thousands of 
people in the UK and one 


million worldwide are using po un 28 1852 
this technology — ring a lesfield 
01625 502602 for your SK102YE 


FREE brochure TODAY! Tel: 01625 502602 


(manned 24 hours, 7 days a week) 


Yes! Please send me a FREE MindLab Orion brochure 


Name (Mr, Mrs, Miss etc.) 


Address 


Postcode 


Home tel. no. 


AT LAST! THE FORTEAN TIMES INDEX WILL BE 
AVAILABLE FROM THE BEGINNING OF SEPTEMBER 


A complete, detailed index to the full run of the firs tad" 
worth of Fortean Times, from issue 1 to issue 66, wu os 
aid will be used constantly and cherished by all Fortean researchers 
proving a phenomenal time saver for anyone looking for a specific 
tale published any time between 1973 and 1993. As well as being 
by far the most detailed guide to contempary Fortean phenomena 
avaaria PIS i the A, the FT Index will be a delight to a 
r, spark new ideas and su i i 
320pp, Fortean Studies format. aa a: 


wee A DEFINITIVE HISTORY OF THE UFO PHENOMENON. 


Ñ 37 98 Dennis Stacy and Hilary Evans - two of the best 
\ — known UFO researchers in the world - 
M chronicle the last five decades of the UFO 
phenomenon. Contributions from Jerome Clarke, 


Bill Chalker, Vicente-Juan Ballester-Olmes and Jim 
Moseley. Royal Format Illustrated Hardback 256pp 


YESTERDAY'S NEWS TOMORROW — FORTEAN TIMES 1-15 £19.99 
Moon mysteries, mass hysteria, anti-gravity, sexy spectres, Travis Walton, 
mystery wounds, etc. Fully illustrated, 400pp. 


DIARY OF A MAD PLANET — FORTEAN TIMES 16-25 £19.50 
Levitating nun, coloured rains, Morgawr and the owl-man, fairy 
encounters, missile-throwing clouds, skyquakes, etc. Fully 
illustrated, 416pp. 


SEEING OUT THE SEVENTIES — FORTEAN TIMES 26-30 £14.99 
Mystery big cats, spontaneous combustion, parallel lives, Uganda's talking 
tortoise, etc. Fully illustrated, 320pp. 


GATEWAYS TO MYSTERY — FORTEAN TIMES 31-36 —— £19.99 

Enfield poltergeist, delayed death touch, dinosaur hunting, alien abductions, 

pieniem hitch-hikers, miracle fuels, Kuano river boy, etc. Fully illustrated, 
16pp. 


HEAVEN'S REPRIMANDS — FORTEAN TIMES 3741 £19.99 
Entombed toads, rat kings, Australia's lizard monsters, 

hair-clipping panics, crop circles, stigmatics, sinister clowns, cattle mutilation, 
encounters with Castor and Pollux, etc. Fully illustrated, 416pp. 


IF PIGS COULD FLY — FORTEAN TIMES 42-46 £19.99 
Kenyan stone showers, Exmoor Beast, people with horns, Smurfs on the 
rampage, killer telephones, possessed dolls, the Holy Foreskin, the 
Jabberwocks of Quebec, etc. Fully illustrated, 416pp. 


FISHY YARNS — FORTEAN TIMES 41-51 £19.99 
Welsh find America, X-ray vision, natural rejuvenation, thylacines, burning 
hands, the Shrouds of Turin and Liverpool, messages on eyeballs, deaths of 
Marconi scientists, Men in Black, holygrams, etc. Fully illustrated, 432pp. 


BONFIRE OF THE ODDITIES — FORTEAN TIMES 52-56 £19.99 
The Tasaday tribe hoax, Multiple Personality Syndrome, cold fusion, humans 
with tails, sardine rain, record postal delays, teleportations, history of Father 
Christmas, whale attacks, Muslim wonders, etc. Fully illustrated, 424pp. 


STRANGE ATTRACTORS — FORTEAN TIMES 57-62 £1999 
Phantom social workers, drilling to Hell, hiccup records, incorrupt bodies, 
Satanic child abuse, trepanation, Mexican wolf boys, feline globetrotters, 
near-death experiences, toe-suckers, etc. Fully illustrated, 432pp. 


THE PLUMBER FROM LHASA — FORTEAN TIMES 63-67 £19.99 
The face on Mars, blood miracles, Alternative 3, seiche waves, Spielberg's 
supernatural epics, Darwin re-examined, giant penguins, dead sea serpents, 
and an expose of Tibetan lama T Lobsang Rampa — really a plumber's son 
from Plympton. Fully illustrated, huge new A4 format, 368 pp. 


MEMORIES OF HELL — FORTEAN TIMES 68-72 £19.99 
>. Modern fairy sightings, Peruvian vampires, sightings of 'extinct' 
Pave moas, a profile of the fraudulent Brazilian medium Mirabelli. 
ULE Plus a detailed investigation into one of the hottest Fortean 
RUN topics of the moment - ‘false memory syndrome’. 
ES Fully illustrated, huge new A4 format, 356pp. 
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THE FORTEAN TIMES BOOK OF LIFE'S LOSERS £4. 
More than 400 tragic tough-luck stories, including: letter bomb returned to 
sender, harpooned rabbis, the ear that went off, the skydiver who forgot his 


parachute, God gets mugged. 128pp. 


THE FORTEAN TIMES BOOK OF STRANGE DEATHS |. £499 
More than 350 exotic extinctions including: death by doughnut, flying turnip 
tragedy, chainsaw suicides. 128pp. 


THE FORTEAN TIMES BOOK OF INEPT CRIME S £4.99 
More than 375 farcical felonies, Including: don't hide a lobster down your 
underpants, chilli pepper enema, mugged by muppets, dental floss jailbreak. 
More than just inept, these crimes are bizarre and spectacular too. 128pp. 


FORT BOOKS reprinting the original works, first published 1919-1932 _ 


CHARLES FORT'S LO! i £9.99 
The third volume of Charles Fort's classic works includes cases of 
teleportation, mysterious falls from the sky, monstrous 

: » creatures, plus the first ever published account of a 'Close 
2997 Encounter of the Third Kind’. 320pp 


CHARLES FORT'S BOOK OF THE DAMNED l £9.99 
The first major revision of the Forteans' founding book. Strange aerial objects, 
teleportation, rains of blood and fish... the whole damned procession observed 
with Fort's "gorgeous madman's humour". 320pp. 


CHARLES FORT'S NEW LANDS £9.99 
This, the second volume of Charles Fort's works, deals mainly with an 
astonishing selection of strange aerial and astronomical phenomena. 

Plus a new introduction by Jerome Clark. 256 pp. 


FORTEAN STUDIES VOL. 1 £19.09 
Fully referenced and all new material — more than 250,000 words by leading 
researchers. Luminous owls, 1909 airship flap, Devil's hoofprints, giant 
octopus, etc, plus comprehensive index to 1993 issues of FT. 350pp. 


FORTEAN STUDIES VOL. 2 £19.99 
Another feast of anomalies; original and fully referenced. Marine lightwheels, 
out-of-place coelacanths, mystery cats, Icelandic water monsters, Nazi 
archeology, etc, plus index to 1994 issues of FT. 320pp. 


a= FORTEAN STUDIES VOL. 3 £19.99 
More brand new research — Spring-heeled Jack, screaming skulls; 
> UFOs and the media; giant birds etc; all fully referenced. Plus 
es index to 1995 issues of FT. 384pp - more than 300,000 words 


WEIRD YEAR 1996 £799 
Full colour review of this year's strangeness. 50 pages of all new features and 
bos plus the best of Strange Days in a heavily illustrated, full-colour, 128pp 
album. 


STRANGE OAYS #1 THE YEAR IN WEIRDNESS £999 
All the weirdness fit to print — the full story of strangeness in 1995, with a little 


material covering the previous couple of years. From i 
SCHWASCAR weirdness awards. US ee) FT ua E 


STRANGE DAYS #2 THE YEAR IN WEIRDNESS £9.99 
M The latest in the STRANGE DAYS series shows exactly how 
weird the world was in 1996 and has the evidence to back 
it up. Includes six foot conger eels and little green men, 
orgasmic side effect and crucified porn stars plus the new 
SCHWASCAR award for outstanding weirdness. US 


THE BOOK OF THE MILLENNIUM - Kevin McClure £9.99 
The definitive work — all you need to know about end of the world predictions, 
doomsday cults and millenarianism, by the UK's leading expert on the subject. 
160pp + 8pp of photos. 


rz THE COMEDIAN WHO CHOKED TO DEATH ONAPIE. £999 
The American version of the Fortean Times Book of Strange 
Mes Deaths — including an extra chapter on unusual longevity. 14pp 


FTSUPCASE £7.99 
eep your copies of FT in pristine condition in one of our slipca 

Bound in deep red cloth with the Fortean Times logo blocked on the 
spine in gold, holds up to 12 copies. 


Sa SS Sas. SS oe ne 


"NO INTELLIGENT LIFE ON MARS" 


First there was the ‘Face on Mars’. Now NASA’ j 
rst j E s new Mars S 
mission has produced this startling image, which appears to OW even 


more distinct traces of intelligent life. Space scientists are insisting that 


what appear to be fashionably-dressed humanoid life-forms are si p 
combination of faults on the fil imati iariti oe a 4 
weathering patterns a tke foh Ba we TEE UR aa sia ES (] 
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he silencers have been at it again. 
Yet another brave soul prepared to 
bear witness to the alien presence 
on Earth has been hushed up. Barry 
King might be unfamiliar to 
Forteans, but he has got a long track record in 
the UFO subject. In the 1970s he was part of 
UFOIN, the legendary ‘rapid response 
investigation team set up by Jenny Randles. 
Along with Andy Collins, Graham Philips and 
Martin Keatman, he investigated some of the 
UK's most remarkable UFO cases yet, such as 
the Aveley Abduction. Indeed, King was the 
subject of one particularly bizarre CE4 case, 
the pseudonymous 'Paul Grant Affair’ in 
which implants were placed in his cranium 
and chest cavity. 

His co-investigators went on to psychic 
questing and books about the Holy Grail, 
Shakespeare, angels and Robin Hood while 
Barry went underground. Literally. Between 
1979 and 1980, King alleges that he worked as 
a security guard in a top secret installation 
deep under the Berkshire countryside where 
he learned that 'super stealth' craft utilising 
technology gleaned from aliens were being 
tested on Salisbury Plain and elsewhere. He 
saw it with his own eyes, placing him in a 
situation analogous to the renegade physicist 
Bob Lazar who claims to have back- 
engineered technology from captured UFOs 
into US ‘black project’ craft. j 

The plot thickens. During the mid 1990s 
King published a series of increasingly 
strange monographs under a new appellation. 


GIDEON BAWS 


THE VOICE OF THE KINC 


Of all those making noise on the UFO front, 
always looking over his shoulder for fear of 


ODDLY NORMAL 


The Voice stands alone in the muddy waters, 
being silenced, writes AN DY ROBERTS 


is had taken place and King was now 'The Voice', 
We ie cm as such in the third person: The documents, 
also called The Voice, offered a potpourri of prime ufolunacy 
including lists of ufologists being watched by the intelligence 
services because they were 'too close to the truth’. Conversely, 
King re-roasted the hoary chestnut about certain UFO researchers 
being “plants' to help the same intelligence services manipulate 

ject. 

viii ae much more: remote viewing and ghost sightings were 
second nature to The Voice; as were the repeated and somewhat 
tiresome abductions in which he was ‘taken’ for periods of up to 62 
hours at a time. The Voice is essential reading if accompanied bya 
good hit of sodium chloride. Get it (The Voice that is) from 27 The 
Green, Melbourne, Chelmsford, Essex, CM1 2BQ. 

The Voice and his yarns were all heady stuff for the sleepy 
British ufological community to take in. But, together with The 
X-Files and the explosion in paranormal magazines in which truth 
is rarely a barrier to a good yarn, King has been influential to a 
slew of highly active ufologists including Matthew Williams, Miles 
Johnstone, Eric Morris and Richard Conway. Consolidating the 
American strand of the UFO mythos at grass-roots level in the UK, 
his ideas are turning up unquestioned in mainstream UFO 
literature, videos and conference lectures. f 

Yet life for a whistle-blower is far from easy. In the first issue of 
The Voice, King was proclaiming his mission to expose the evil 
machinations of the controllers and their craft, saying: “The Voice 
goes it alone, even threats to its physical body will not prevent The 
Voice from speaking." But that was before paranoia had set in. By 
early 1997 he was a worried man, taking no chances and choosing 
not to drive because he had been told that "hit and runs are the 
easiest and cleanest methods of silencing someone with no come 
backs or repercussions". 

These worries might not have been entirely unfounded. In May 
1997, King was booked to lecture on the subject of British 
Underground Bases at a conference in Burnley, Lancashire. 

Following a promotional appearance on Radio Lancashire, 
King dramatically pulled out, claiming threats and a 
beating. A statement sent to the organisers LAPIS told of 
menaces such as: "Can it or face the consequences," and 
finishing with: "The threats are TERMINAL this time, 
they do not mince words, they mean it. Sorry." Heavy stuff, 
but as with much in ufology we are faced with the question 
of how much, if any, of King's story is actually true. h 

Sceptics might argue that it is King himself who 1s 
manipulating the more gullible researchers in the field, 
that he’s as much part of the problem as the solution. 
Possibly. One of his slogans was: “Let us try to clear the 
muddied waters of ufology.” A noble sentiment, but his 
tales of subterranean derring-do and subcutaneous 
implants have left the waters more clouded than ever. 
Perhaps we should take more notice of another of his pithy 
epigrams: “The puppets are mobile and it is we who pull 
the strings.” 

Like Bob Lazar and Armen Victorian, King is but one of 
the many shadowy enigmas who stalk the fringes of 
mainstream ufology. Now you see them, now you dont. 
These cosmic Cassandras tantalise with hints of recondite 
knowledge, shamelessly flaunting their closeness to where 
its really at; to where you want to be too. Prophetic or 
pathetic, their subtle influence on the subject is palpable 
and the ripples they are making will bounce around the 
scene for years to come, spawning more tall tales, creating 
and re-creating the subject of ufology in their own image. 
And perhaps that’s what it’s really all about. Maybe King 
and his ilk need ufology more than ufology needs them. 
You'd be right to be as sceptical about The Voice and his 
pronouncements as I am. But in this game you just never 
know exactly when and where the truth lies. 


: t» ANDY ROBERTS IS CO-EDITOR OF BUFORA'S UFO 
TIMES, EDITOR OF THE ARMCHAIR UFOLOGIST AND 


AUTHOR OF BOOKS ON UFOS. Brigantia@Compuserve.com 
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ON THE TRAIL 


PROMISES OF CIANTS 


Do giant salamanders live in California's Bigfoot-haunted mountains? LOREN COLEMAN 
checks reports going back 70 years and packs off an expedition to hunt them down 


eystone Mine Attorney Frank 

Griffith was one of the first on 

record to see giant salamanders 

in the Trinity Alps. It was during 

the 1920s, while he was hunting 
deer near the head of the New River. At the 
bottom of a lake, he spotted five, some 5-9ft 
(1.5m-2.75m) long. He caught one on a hook, 
but he could not pull it out. 

Hearing Griffith's story, biologist Thomas 
Rodgers made four unsuccessful trips in 
1948 to try to locate the creatures. He 
thought they might be Pacific giant sala- 
manders, Dicamptodon, even though these 
are never bigger than a foot long. Perhaps 
they were a relict population of Megalo- 
batrachus, the Asiatic giant salamander of 
the family Cryptobrachida,, reputed to 
measure 5-6ft (1.5-1.8m). 
These inhabit the swift- 
moving mountain streams 
in Japan and China, a 
habitat similar to that 
found in the Trinity Alps. 

The Asiatic link felt 
right to  herpetologist 

George Myers. Writing in 
a 1951 scientific journal, 
he recalled his 1939 
encounter with a giant 
salamander captured in 
the Sacramento River. 
Myers was called by a 
commercial fisherman 
who had found the animal 
in one of his catfish 
nets. Myers observed the 
specimen carefully for 
more than 30 minutes. 

"The animal was a fine 
Megalobatrachus (unques- 
tionably identified generi- 
cally by its closed gill 
openings), in perfect con- 
dition," he noted. "It was 
between 25 and 30 inches 
[63.5-76cm] in length." 
Nevertheless, it was a very 
different colour to those of 
the Japanese and Chinese 
species. It was dark brown, 

not slate grey as in the 
Asian types, and it had 
dull yellow spots, not ones 
that were darker grey as is 
found on the known giant 
salamanders. 

"The source of the specimen is, of course, 
unknown," he continued. “Its strange 
coloration suggested the possibility of a 
native Californian Megalobatrachus, which 
would not be zoogeographically surprising, 
but no other captures have been reported." 

A few years later, animal handler Vern 
Harden, of Pioneer, claimed that he had 
hooked one of a dozen giant salamanders he 
saw in a remote Trinity Alps lake. Harden 
had named the lake after Father Bernard 
Hubbard. Because of a closing snowstorm, 
Harden had taken a quick measurement of 
the salamander's length - 8ft 4in (2.5m) - 
and released it. With no evidence of his 


story, he still decided to tell Stanford Universit biologist Victor 
Twitty about it. Twitty's comment: "Spectacular, it imd : 

Father Hubbard was a formidable character. A Jesuit scholar, 
explorer, naturalist, photographer and popular lecturer known 
throughout the world as the ‘Glacier Priest’ because he liked 
climbing the European Alps, he went on Alaskan trek in the 1930s. 
When Father Hubbard decided to take an interest in the Trinity 
Alps’ giant salamanders, people listened. He announced that, 
although the whole thing sounded fantastic, he was rather 
certain there were giant salamanders... “And next fall we expect to 
prove it,” he said. 

During 1958 and 1959, both 72-year-old Father Bernard and his 
brother, Captain John D. Hubbard, were associated with a couple of 
expeditions in search of the giant salamanders. In 1960, Father 
Hubbard declared he had definitely established that the huge 
amphibians were in the Trinity region and would soon leave on 
another expedition. However, no record of the 1960 Hubbard 
expedition now exists. Maybe it never happened. Later that year, 

: millionaire adventurer and 
cryptozoologist Tom Slick 
took time out from hunting 
Bigfoot to pick up an interest 
in the giant salamanders and 
told members of the Pacific 
Northwest Expedition to try 
to find one. They could not. 
Some of his hired Bigfooters 
became upset with Slick for 
what they called a “silly 
sidetrip". 

In September that same 
year, 1960, three zoology 
professors - Robert Stebbins 
of the University of 
California-Berkeley, Thomas 
Rodgers of Chico State 
College and Nathan Cohen 
of Modesto Junior College - 
departed Willow Creek on 
their own giant salamander 
expedition. 

In 1962, Thomas Rodgers 
(of the unsuccessful 1948 
expeditions) recorded that 
they were accompanied by 
"laymen" and "boy scouts" 
who “mistook logs for sala- 
manders" and that they 
collected only about a dozen 
Dicamptodon, the largest of 
which was 11Xin (30cm)long. 
Rodgers' final comment: “It 
is hoped that this evidence 
will kill rumours about any 
giant salamanders (much 
less Megalobatrachus) in the 
Trinity Mountains of California." This official 1962 debunking 
seems to have ended most zoological interest in the giant 
salamanders of the Trinities. 

Until now. Since mid-August, Kyle Mizokami's 1997 Trinity Alps 
Giant Salamander Expedition has been under way in the area. 
Mizokami is a Japanese-American writer who has done extensive 
research on Native American legends of Bigfoot; his site can be 
found at http://www.hooked.net/~kylemi/bigfoot.html Like Tom 
Slick, whose interest in the amphibians grew out of his Sasquatch 
research, this cryptozoological expedition has grown out of 
Mizokami's own involvement in Bigfoot studies. Updates on the 
expedition's progress will be posted at this site. 


` ing LOREN COLEMAN IS A CRYPTOZOOLOGIST, UNIVERSITY PROFES- 
SOR AND THE AUTHOR OF CURIOUS ENCOUNTERS (1985), AND 


TOM SLICK AND THE SEARCH FOR THE YETI (1989). 
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CULT SUICIDES 


UNDER THE PURPLE SHROUD 


For LES PRINCE, the real lesson of the Heaven's Cate tragedy is that it demonstrates the 


fragility of our grasp on 'reality' and 


oren Coleman has, in ‘Knocking 
on Heaven's Gate’ [FT100:37] 
produced an excellent account of 
the tragedy at Rancho Santa Fe, 
and I certainly don't want to contra- 
dict any of his main points. But I would like 
to comment on the overall emphasis of the 
piece. A focus on the pathological aspects 


of Applewhite and his followers creates 
a serious danger of overlooking some 


important lessons for all of us from the affair. 
The truly frightening thing about Heaven's 
Gate, the Branch Davidians, etc., is that 
while the processes at work might be 
unusual, extreme and possibly pathological 
in outcome, they are nevertheless aspects of 
‘normal’ human psychology - such processes 
are at work in everyday life and we are all 
susceptible to them. 


ASSOCIATED PRESS 


By concentrating on the psycho-pathology 
of the ‘gurus’ and their followers, the 
impression is easily given that these are 
exceptional and probably very sad people 
locked into a tragic fantasy world, which 
the rest of us are thankfully spared. An 
analogous situation is that of trying to 
explain the extreme breakdown of civilised 
behaviour in Nazi Germany by recourse to 
models of dysfunctional mentality. 

It is no doubt comforting to believe that all 
Nazis were psychopaths, but the truth is 
rather more uncomfortable. Mike Billig, in 
his important study of Fascists, has to my 
mind demonstrated that the horrors of the 
Holocaust could only be accomplished with 
the co-operation, collusion or indifference of 
‘perfectly ordinary’, ‘sane’ and ‘civilised’ 
people acting in abnormal circumstances.' 

The essential processes at work in 
Heaven’s Gate and the Third Reich, are well 
known to Social Psychologists, and include 
conformity, group normative pressures and 
obedience to authority. The study by 
Milgram, for example, showed how people 
reacted to circumstances characterised, 
among other things, by extreme moral 
uncertainty. He argued that in such 
situations people often transfer their 
right and ability to make choices to 

another who appears more powerful, more 


that, if we are honest, it could have been any one of us 


knowledgeable, or who has apparently taken responsibility for 
what happens. 

Perhaps most of us are simply lucky that, in seeking our own 
areas of stability (such as Forteana, or, in my case, cynicism), we 
have not fallen prey to someone like Applewhite, Nettles or 
Koresh. But there is no guarantee that we won’t. There are many 
more psychopaths than people suspect. 

Perhaps, in the search for stability, any one of us could easily 
experience an all-encompassing ‘insight’ that explains ‘the truth’. 
Conspiracy buffs do it all the time, but so do the rest of us - 
without even thinking about it. Most of our ‘self-evident’, 
‘sensible’ assumptions about the world and ‘reality’ have as little 
epistemological foundation as Applewhite's Hale-Bopp space- 
ship. And a well developed sense of ‘rationality’ is no defence. 

The dynamics of persuasion, influence and power at work in 
the cults surround us every day of our lives. All groups exert 
similar pressures on their members. In most groups, non- 
conformists are marginalised in some way and therefore denied 

the benefits of membership (such as friendship, etc). Such 

marginalisation is generally very 
painful, and most people will act to 
avoid it, even at the expense of their 
own ‘integrity’ or ‘good sense’. The 
case of the so-called ‘runaway norm’ 
- the dynamic thought to underlie 
the actions of lynch mobs - is a case 
in point, especially when normally 
mild-mannered individuals seem to 
‘flip’ in a crowd. Far from destroying 
personal identity, as Coleman 
asserts, very often acultcreates and 
sustains an identity, perhaps where 
only a weak one existed before. 

The coercive measures adopted 
by the cults are not necessarily that 
unusual either. That many Japanese 
corporations insist on the singing 
of a corporate song before each 
working day is no mere eccentricity 
— it is, indeed, only an extreme 
version of forcing people to clock on 

and off at work each day, a reminder that they are, body and soul, 
part of the organisation. 

The goal of such practices is precisely the same one aimed at 
by people like Koresh, Applewhite and Nettles — a group of 
conformist followers. If the attempt to homogenise people is 
pathological in a cultic context, then it must be more so in a 
so-called normal context such as work. And yet we generally 
accept the latter as part of everyday life - what Kramer and 
Alstad refer to as an ingrained “authoritarian programming" - 
part of the habit of submission that we all learn? 

That the members of Heaven’s Gate may have been vulnerable 
following personally disorienting tragedies is insufficient as an 
explanation. Despair at the state of the world is not confined to 
the religious fringes, lunatic or otherwise. Many of our political 
institutions were started on the basis of similar, if less exotic, 
sentiments. Many, many, people are sick at heart over the state of 
the world. The natural reaction is to seek some form of stability, 
or even certainty, no matter how untenable. In turn this makes 
us vulnerable to others who ‘seem to know what they’re doing’, or 
claim to know ‘what it’s all about’. 

For me the real lesson of Heaven’s Gate has nothing to do 
with the pathological views propounded by Applewhite, but 
everything to do with the ‘fragility’ of the human ‘grasp on 
reality’ (whatever that is). If we persist in seeing the mass 
suicides purely in terms of psycho-pathology, we will lose sight of 
the fact that it could be any one of us lying on the table with our 

face covered by a purple shroud. 


fg LES PRINCE IS A SOCIAL PSYCHOLOGIST WORKING AT THE 
INSTITUTE OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDIES, UNIVERSITY 


OF BIRMINGHAM 
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ARKOLOCY 


A FLOOD OF BILE COMETH 


Billed as the ultimate battle between science and religion, the Australian 'Noah's Ark' trial was 
not so much in the OJ Simpson league, as a spat between cranks, finds RICHARD SEARY 


n one corner was Allen Roberts, a 
church elder who claimed to have 
found the remains of Noah's Ark on 
Mt Agri Dagi, the Turkish mountain 
better known as Ararat. In the other 
corner was Ian Plimer, a geology don at 
Melbourne University, who claims that 
Roberts was fraudulently raising funds for 
his ridiculous expeditions. The arena was 
the Federal Court in Sydney, Australia and 
the referee was Justice Ronald Sackville. 

It promised to be the most vicious legal 
contest involving creationism since the 
famous 'Monkey' trial in Tennessee in 
1925 - when that state's established funda- 
mentalist lobby successfully blocked the 


attempts of a young biology teacher, John T 
Scopes, to teach Darwinian evolution. The 


resulting public outcry forced the 
Tennessee authorities to change their 
creationist policy. 

Plimer’s feud with the creationists, 
among whom he counts Roberts, dated 
back to 1985. At that time, Plimer had 
convened a symposium on geology and 
rejected a paper by Dr Andrew Snelling 
defending creationism. Snelling, now also a 
director of Creation Science Foundation 
(CSF), and his colleagues accused Plimer of 
impeding freedom of speech. Plimer, author 
of Telling Lies for God (1994), maintains that 
creationism is being taught in Queensland 
schools despite the disapproval of the 
Director General of Education. “We lost that 
battle years ago,” he says bitterly. 

When Roberts returned from visiting the 
famous boat-shaped geological structure on 
the Turkish mountainside, he claimed to 
have found scientific evidence of the ribs of 
a boat, petrified wood, fossilised dung, and 
anchors made of stone. He gave public 
lectures and appealed for funds for another 
expedition, while his Canberra-based 
organisation ArkSearch charged entry fees 
and sold his videos and books. 

In the Sydney trial - which began on 
7 April 1997 — Plimer had Roberts and 


ArkSearch charged, under the consumer protection laws, with 
“misleading and deceptive conduct whilst engaged in trade and 
commerce”. The creationists backed Roberts, initially, maintaining 
that, if the action succeeded, anyone selling the Bible could be 
liable for making false or unprovable claims. 

When Plimer made disparaging remarks about Roberts on 
Melbourne radio 3AW, Roberts fought back by bringing a 
defamation case against him and the station. In the eyes of the 
creationists, Plimer became Satan’s tool and was condemned in 
Prayer News as an anti-Christian atheist by Carl Wieland, another of 
CSF's directors. y ; 

Nothing in this case is straightforward. Roberts denied being a 
creationist or a member of the main creationist group. The CSF 
confirmed this. Replying to a query from the Weekend Australian 
newspaper, they said: "Allen Roberts [..] has, to our knowledge, 
never claimed affiliation with any creation science group. If he is 
affiliated with any other group, it is with those making various 
sensational archzeological claims of which the alleged ‘Ark remains’ 
is but one [..] He did lecture on a site in Turkey which many have 
alleged is the remains of the Ark of Noah." Surprisingly, they add: 
“We do not accept that claim, having debunked it in our literature 
some time ago (and not because we have an 'alternative' or 
*preferred' site)" They go on to distance their 'creation science' 
from Roberts' brand of creationism. 

Professor Plimer claimed that he received death threats and hate 
mail. When Ed Byford, a noted Australian clergyman who just 
happens to have an honours degree in physics from Australian 
National University, agreed to be a witness for Plimer, he too began 
receiving abusive letters. “They come,” he said, “ from basically 
conservative church people who [say] that I should be ashamed of 
myself for supporting that evil man. I'm accused of betraying the 
Church." Byford believes that literal creationism has had a more 
deleterious effect on religion than it has on science. "It undermines 
the basis of theological discourse. It's very silly to take basic 
religious insights and pretend they are science, like geology, 
physics and chemistry. To me that borders on the fraudulent." 

Plimer's army of allies includes Alex Ritchie, a distinguished 
palzontologist at the Australian Museum; Dr Eugene Scott, 
director of the US National Center for Science Education; and a 
former cartoonist, American David Fasold, who claims ArkSearch 
plagiarised drawings from his 1988 book on Noah's Ark. Cash 
support for Plimer came from the Australian Skeptics and a public 
appeal to rationalists. In a newsworthy gesture, Plimer sold his own 
house to meet the huge costs he has incurred. 

On Monday, 2 June 1997, in a judgement that stunned the 
rationalists and puffed-up the creationists, Justice Sackville ruled 
in favour of ArkSearch and Roberts, deciding that as Roberts was 
not involved in commerce at the time, he was exempt from fair 
trading laws. But there was some satisfaction also for Plimer when 
the judge criticised Roberts for many statements in his material 
which were false, including the claim that he had conducted 
Scientific tests at the site. Only David Fasold came out of the 
trial materially better off; he was awarded $2,500 for Roberts’ 
unauthorised use of his artwork. 

Although he now faces financial ruin, Roberts undoubtedly has 
considerable support. He has become a hero to many funda- 
mentalist Christian groups, impressed by his stand against ‘evil’ 
and (probably) his Old Testament prophet-like looks. It would be 
surprising if the powerful gun lobby had not also taken an interest 
in Roberts’ fight. Sadly, Australia shares with the USA a hard 
‘Christian’ right, gun-toting and mistrustful of government and 
still smarting from the sweeping gun control laws brought in after 
the Port Arthur massacre. They see this legislation as the work 
of satanically-inspired Communists who want to disarm the 
Australian public. 

Recently, Plimer’s lawyers lodged an appeal. Given the history of 
antagonism between their opposing ideologies, this could well be 
just another skirmish in a very long and bitter campaign. 


ji RICHARD SEARY IS A FORTEAN EPIGRAPHER LIVING IN 
AUSTRALIA. [SEE ALSO ‘SCROLL WITH IT’ - AN EXAMINATION 


OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS DEBATE - IN FT93:28] 


If you want to improve 
your social life 

and are thinking 
about joining an 
Introduction Agency — 
it all comes down to . . 


Making the 
right choice 


With over eight million single men and 


women in the UK* between the ages of ` 


18 and 64 you might have thought it 
would be easy to meet someone 
special. However, people usually meet 
at work or within the confines of their 
social circle and even though you may 
have an interesting job and a busy 
social life a compatible partner could 
still be difficult to find. 

In terms of cost, service and the 
number of people you can meet, 
Dateline provides real value for money 
- probably the best investment in your 
social life and future you could ever 
wish to make. 

Don't just take our word for it, just 
complete this free test questionnaire 
and see for yourself how our unique 
and successful formula could easily be 


put to work for you. 
: * Government Survey 


You will receive in the strictest confidence, 

entirely free of charge and with no obligation: 

> The name and brief description of someone 
who could be your perfect partner. 

> Our colour brochure with lots of information 
about seeking a partner and meeting people. 

PA Copy of our popular paperback book 
“All You Need Is Love”. 


For your JF ee TEE 


send this questionnaire to: ` 
Dateline 25 Abingdon Road, Lond 
W8 6AL 4 

for information call us on 


01869 324 100 


Fax: 01869 324 529 


or visit our website 
www.dateline.uk.com 


——V I.Ə, 
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1. Personal Information 


5. Your interests 


MO MeO Mis J Ms D (sections 5. and 6. Please tick for a like, cross for 
Surname: dislike or leave blank for no preference.) 
First Nii * C) Wining/Dining O Jazz/Folk music 

O Pubs O Classical music 
Address: C] Sports/Keep fit O Theatre/Arts 
= M Cl Politics/ History O Watching TV 
Pal O Reading O Smoking 
š š i; O Travelling CJ Astrology 
Post Code | P © Science/Tech C] Children 
Í am seriously interested in meeting someone — O Cinema O Homemaking 
through Dateline. O Pets/Animals C] Gardening 
Marital Status: Single ee Divorced O Pop music O Countryside 


Widowed C] Separated O 
Age: — Height: 
Occupation: 
ie nh ite. + 
Build: slight n 
medium o 
large o 
Attractiveness: Very attractive o 
Attractive oO 
Average o 


2. Education 


Private / Public 
Comprehensive 


O Grammar Ba 
C] Sec Modern O 


O Levels / GCSE's CJ. A levels o 

Further Education O 

University / Professional Equivalent o 
Technical Qualification O 


3. Your Personality 


(tick which traits closely describe you) 
C] Affectionate C] Fashionable 


C] Serious C] Practical 
C] Considerate C] Conventional 
£J Shy O Reliable 


C] Romantic C] Adventurous 


4. Your Attitudes 


(tick for yes, cross for no or leave blank) 

O Do you involve yourself with 
community activities? 

O Are you looking for one special 
relationship? 

C] Does your work make it difficult to 
meet new people? 

C] Do you want to extend your social life 
as well as finding a special relationship? 

O Do you devote a lot of time to your 
social lifc? 

O Do you have many friends of your 

own sex? 

CJ Are you interested in current affairs? 

O Do you like team activities? 


6. Details of your ideal partner ` 


Minimum age: Maximum age: 


Height: min. max. Don't mind O 

Mantal status: 

Single a Divorced a 

Widowed O Separated a 
Don't mind o 

Build: Slight a 
Medium o 
Large 0 

Attractiveness: Very attractive 
Attractive o 
Average o 
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BEDEVILLED 


OLD NICK IN THE NURSERY 


The proliferation of Satanic abuse cases created some of the most bizarre injustices in recent criminal 
history. MARCARET JERVIS discovers that the agitators never really went away 


hroughout the 1980s, a wave of 
orchestrated and hysterical mass 
allegations gripped day care 
centres across the USA - from the 
McMartin case in California, to 
the Kelly Michaels case in New Jersey and 
the Little Rascals case in North Carolina - 
familiar to British television viewers 
through the powerful documentary 
Innocence Lost (BBC,1984). 

Many of the defendants in these cases, 
previously known as good upstanding 
citizens, were convicted and sentenced to 
prison terms outstripping life. But over the 
last five years, new and reliable research, 
primarily by Stephen Ceci and Maggie 


Bruck, has brought about a reversal. Ceci 
and Bruck’s 1995 book, Jeopardy in the 
Courtroom, attributes the evidence in these 
forensic-free cases to methodological flaws 
and biases on the part of the interviewers 
and parents. This new awareness has 
punctured the reliability of the evidence - 
the sculpted words of small children - 
and, despite enraged resistence by the 
advocates, the major part of the convictions 
are now overturned, or awaiting retrial. 

When the Satanic panic hit the UK in the 
late: Eighties, these kinds of 'nursery 
crimes' failed to appear here. In Rochdale 
and the Orkneys, it was the dawn raids on 
families which hit the headlines. So it 
became a media axiom that the only victims 
of the crusading zeal of social workers were 
families. This turned out to be a near-fatal 
blow to the public relations strategy of the 
Satan hunters, such as that professional 
secret society, the Ritual Abuse Information 
Network and Support (RAINS). 

The explanations for the disparity are 
probably socio-cultural. In the US, there is 
heated debate about the virtues of pre- 
school day-care, particularly among 
Christian fundamentalists; whereas, in 
Britain, it has been widely accepted, espe- 
cially among feminists, who form a key 
component of the UK Satan-hunting scene. 

But, just as the US hysteria began to 
wither, a rash of European cases popped up. 
In the early Nineties, two cases (in 
Germany and Norway) dragged on for years 
before leading to acquittals. In the UK, the 


m r 


See ak ERE teu) E 


first fully-fledged Satanic ‘nursery crimes’ case arose in Newcastle 
in 1993. It should have died a death in July 1994 in Newcastle Crown 
Court, when Mr Justice Holland acquitted, pre-trial, two nursery 
workers - Christopher Lillie and Dawn Reed - of charges ranging 
from indecent assault to rape. 

That was not to be. Immediately, a pre-planned demonstration of 
parents and professionally-steered pressure groups marched with 
banners through the streets of Newcastle to the town hall. The 
object was to demand an inquiry and, significantly, compensation 
(often termed ‘justice for children’). 

The council was in a sticky position. Early in the investigation, 
prior to charges being pressed, it had suspended the workers and 
held a summary disciplinary hearing at which it was decided they 
had abused the children. Under pressure from the outraged 
parents — whose children, in the manner of these cases, had become 
increasingly traumatised through the process of never-ending 
‘disclosure’ — council leader Tony Flynn affirmed his belief in the 
defendants’ guilt but, under insurance advice, refused to accept 
financial responsibility for the damage. 

Since then, one-sided and selective media reports have continued 
to suggest that the defendants, among unknown others, were 
responsible for a battery of heinous crimes against the children 
both in and out of the nursery. It has been claimed that hundreds of 
children were affected, though not one complained at the 
time of the alleged abuse. As one of the mothers said, with the 
consummate illogic of the genre: “We knew there was something 
wrong because the children liked going to them.” 

It may come as little surprise to informed FT sceptics that 
beneath the plaintive appeals to ‘listen to the children’ in this case 
— most recently rehearsed in the controversial TV series The Death 
of Childhood (C4, May 1997) — there are the voices of battle-scarred 
troopers from previous child and Satanic abuse scares. 

After the ructions in Cleveland and Nottingham, Newcastle 
became the refuge for Cleveland’s Dr Marietta Higgs and social 
worker/therapist Sue Richardson. Nottingham’s Judith Dawson 
(aka. Jones or Dawson Jones) joined her partner and propagandist- 
in-chief, journalist Bea Campbell, on Tyneside. They were to set up 
a therapeutic unit for abused children and adults for the children’s 
charity, NCH Action for Children. Taking over the local faction 
of the child abuse professionals’ association, these veterans 
engineered voluntary ‘grassroots based’ single-issue pressure 
groups, often around ‘recovered memory adult survivors’. 

In the stereotypical manner of these phantom crimes, the 
Newcastle case began when an unstable mother made a single 
allegation based on what a child was said to have said about his 
bottom. The authorities alerted the parents and the pressure 
groups, already waiting in the wings, swooped. Allegations mush- 
roomed as mothers coaxed stories out of their children, even 
performing ‘disclosure interviews’ using toys and dolls as props. By 
the time the official investigation began, with medical examinations 
and videos, what the children initially said was lost in history. 

A pediatrician who trained with Dr Higgs, Dr Camille de San 
Lazaro, took a lead role as examiner and advocate. “It’s a disaster 
for the community,” she commented after the defendants had been 
acquitted. Dr Lazaro was to have a further outing in court six 
months later, at the Crown prosecution withdrawal hearing in a 
‘Satanic’ case in nearby Bishop Auckland. Her statement - that 
genital mutilation by fish hooks was not ruled out by the absence of 
physical evidence - was singled out by Crown QC David Robson, 
who said the case was reminiscent of Salem. 

Since then, a number of families have received criminal 
compensation awards in the Newcastle case, despite the acquittal. 
The council set up an inquiry, with Judith Dawson Jones as a 
member of the inquiry team. No report has so far been forthcoming, 
though there were rumours that a version was unpublishable 
because of libel and insurance difficulties. 

As the rumour machine rumbles on, the two formally exonerated 
defendants remain in hiding. 


y MARGARET JERVIS IS A FREELANCE JOURNALIST AND LEGAL 
RESEARCHER IN CHILD CARE ISSUES. IN F784:43 SHE EXAM- 


INED THE PHENOMENON OF RECOVERED MEMORIES. 


g leisure-wearers and 
š happily heavy-handed 
Ë whenit comes to black 
-ET à . 

š lipstick and eyeliner. 
ë We're also exemplary 


TOURISM 


FANCS FOR THE MEMORY 


Weekending in Whitby dressed in black, CAIL ANDERSON and friends followed in the footsteps of Count 


Dracula and had the preachers pounding the pulpit. "What was it that they feared?" 


fter years of trying for a lifestyle 
of visible decadence, I finally 


succeeded in being denounced 


from the pulpit - or at least 


criticised by a Bishop on local 
radio, which is a reasonable 1990's equivalent. 
It was not, I should add in all modesty, an 


individual denouncement, including as it did 
roughly 377 others, but it was surprisingly 
easy to achieve. All I had to do was swathe 
myself in lace and jet and visit Whitby to 
celebrate the centenary of the publication of 
my favourite novel, Dracula. The section of 


the story in which, in the shape of a great dog, 
the good Count first sets foot on British soil, 
brilliantly mixes topographically precise 
descriptions of the real Whitby with the 
fiction and fantasy of 
Gothic melodrama. 

No wonder, then, 
that vampire fans 
want to trot up to the 
clifftop church of St 
Mary's, imagine the 
precise spot where 
Lucy was menaced by 
alooming black shape, 
and debate whether 
she could possibly 
have been visible to 
Mina, at night, from 
the other side of the 
harbour. We also want 
to revel in the thana- 
tological delights of 
shrouds, mossy tomb- 
stones and crucifixes, 
preferably with bats 
flitting in the moon- 
light as we meditate 
on a skull or two. We're 
anachronistically 
Romantic, affecting a 
Byronic pallor in a 
world of sun-tanned 


tourists, buying up as 
much silver jewellery and blood-red fudge as 
local shops can provide, glad to be snapped by 
bemused holiday-makers and always eager to 
chat about our little obsession. 

That, at least, is how it looks from where 
I'mstanding. Alter the focus a little, and we're 
dangerous, drug-dealing Satanist bondage- 
freaks intent on desecrating graves and 
seducing the weak-willed into the paths of 
unrighteousness. Ever vigilant to the 
daily threat of devil worship and demonic 
possession, local Rector the Reverend 
Michael Aisbitt saw the advance publicity for 
the Centenary Weekend organised by a 
conglomeration of vampire/Dracula societies 
and took a firm, outspoken stand against the 
dark hordes. On the surface, you see, it’s just 
dressing up and Goth Rock, but this veils a 
worryingly sinister link with the occult. Oh, 
and incidentally, would we not parade up 
the 199 steps to the churchyard (a route 


she asks 


recommended as a major attraction to all Whitby’s visitors) for 
fear of causing offence. 

Seeds of doubt, however, are readily sown from positions of 
authority, and while a theological debate about the relevance of 
fictional vampires might have been worth entering into, what the 
Reverend Aisbitt had actually stirred up was the knee-jerk 
reaction of majority moralising. A local councillor (and gift shop 
owner) even managed to find an ‘almost pornographic’ aspect to 
the kind of merchandise we delight in, velvet basques and stiletto 
heels not being to everyone’s taste. Nobody actually accused us of 
sacrificing babies, but we began to wonder when the rumours 
would start... 

And of course, the controversy fizzled out with an even-handed 
report in The Times and a bit of fulminating on the radio. Most 
locals actually seemed pleased to see us: thanks for the Dracula’s 
Delight, the chocolate coffins and the sign saying ‘Goths 
Welcome’. We danced, drank and wore 300 shades of black at the 
Metropole Hotel, but kept our 
publicity rather more low key 
than originally intended. We 
have been tarred however, and 
implication can be just as 
damaging as outright accusa- 
tion. Vanda L, chief organiser 
of the Centenary Weekend, was 
reported as relinquishing 
membership of the Whitby 
Dracula Society in order to 
embrace Evangelical Christ- 
ianity. She’s actually given up 
administrative duties in order 
to spend more time with her 
infant daughter, but why would 
vampire fandom preclude 
Christian faith anyway? The 
suggestion that she converted 
to the latter from the former, 
implies we belong to a vampire 
(read ‘Satanic’) religion rather 
than engaging in a fantastical 
costume party. This is the 
unadmitted crux, a clash of 
mythologies whereby we draw 
on a tradition of symbolism 
considered proper by the 
Church and therefore rather 
improper and highly suspect 
when recycled for cultural 
recreation. Accusations of 
blasphemy scarcely constitute 
a novel response to the Gothic 
genre, but it is annoying to see mainstream Christianity 
continuing toclaim a monopoly on potent areas of imagery which, 
in its current modernist guise, it scarcely cares to utilise. 

In this context we more than welcomed a talk from the 
Reverend Graham Taylor, Curate of St Mary’s, on ‘An Alternative 
Seduction: Vampires and the Occult’, but at the last minute he 
withdrew, leaving the impression that the Church was happy to 
talk about us, but not to us. I’d still love a face-to-face discussion, 
but reserve my right to conduct it wearing yards of mourning 
velvet and a large silver bat (cassocks and crucifixes equally 
welcomed). I suppose it’s no use pointing out that when Dracula 
first appeared in 1897 the Christian World felt sufficiently 
unthreatened by the novel to be able to call it “one of the 
most enthralling and unique romances ever written". I imagine 
they didn’t believe in vampires, but enjoyed a chilling tale of 
resonantly powerful archetypal imagery. Nice to know there’s 
something we agree on after all. 


ae DR GAIL-NINA ANDERSON CLINGS TO THE OUTER LEDGES OF 
ee ACADEMIA AS AN ART HISTORIAN AND IS A MEMBER OF 


BOTH THE DRACULA AND VAMPYRE SOCIETIES 
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FORTEAN PICTURE LIBRARY 


LOST ARK 


HEADLESS AND PETRIFIED 


With toads being liberated alive from the middle of split rocks, KARL SHUKER can understand 
how ammonites could, for so long, be thought to be the headless bodies of stone serpents 


interred, as scaly reptiles like this cannot respire through their 
skin. And how could it feed? Perhaps it didn't - perhaps it 
underwent a prolonged period of torpor comparable to the 
enforced rest embarked upon by snakes during the cold winter 
months in temperate climates? 

Only one thing, in fact, is certain. Assuming the report to be 
genuine, more than 200 years after the finding of this serpent in 
stone, science is still unable to provide a conclusive explanation for 
it. In contrast, an answer may be forthcoming from folklore. 

Long-extinct relatives of today's squids, octopuses, and 
(especially) the nautiluses, ammonites were characterised by their 
tightly-coiled shells, which have been discovered as well preserved 
fossils within Mesozoic strata worldwide. Ammonite-containing 
rocks are common in many parts of Britain, and 
have inspired a great deal of unusual folklore, 
some of which is of particular relevance to 
early reports of entombed snakes. 

For example, in his Britannia 
(1586), scholar William Camden 
spoke of strange stones discov- 
ered near Whitby in Yorkshire: 
“if you break them you find 
within stony serpents, 
wreathed up in circles, but 
generally without heads". 


ne of the most baffling zoologi- 
cal mysteries is the spasmodic 
discovery of solid slabs of 
stone or rock that, when split 
asunder, are found to contain 
an adult toad or (less commonly) a frog, very 
much alive Gf rarely well) The official 
explanation for an immured amphibian like 
this is that it originally entered the slab 
when young and small, through some incon- 
spicuous hole, and, as it grew older, became 
too large to escape, but survived by feeding 
upon tiny insects and suchlike attracted 
inside the rock by the amphibian's 
odour. Moreover, as toads and 
frogs are able to absorb air 
directly through their skin 
as well as by inhaling it 
into their lungs, as 
long as the hole 
remained open or 
the slab itself was 
composed of a 
porous material 
(such as lime- 
stone), the crea- 
ture would not 
suffocate. 
Although 
plausible for 
some instances 
of entombed 
toads or frogs on 
record, it certainly 
cannot explain all 
cases, including the 
example considered 
here, which does not 
feature an amphibian, but 
rather a reptile. While brows- 


'These are ammonites, which 
do look very like decapitated 
snakes on first sight. Indeed, 
there are even legends to 
explain why these ammonite- 
identifiable ‘stony serpents’ 
were headless. 

In ‘Formed Stones’, Folklore and 
Fossils (1982), Dr Michael Bassett, the 
National Museum of Wales’s Curator of 
Geology, notes that according to early local 
ing through the 8 March 1823 belief, snakes were very common in the 
issue of a bygone English journal ` Whitby vicinity — until the 7th century AD, and the 
comprehensively entitled The Mirror of coming of the Saxon abbess St Hilda. She successfully cleared a 
Literature, Amusement, and Instruction, I site for the building of her convent by transforming all the snakes 
noticed the following account of a very  inthis area into stone, whereupon their heads dropped off too. 
remarkable reptile: There is also, of course, a similar and even more famous legend 

“The newspapers of June 1772, state, that in the rich lore of Ireland, whereby as a reward for converting the 
aliving adder was found in a block of stone Irish nation to Christianity, St Patrick was permitted to banish all 
of 30 French feet diameter, the centre of serpent life from the Emerald Isle. In the words of some versions 
which it occupied. It was twisted nine times — ofthe story, he achieved this by touching each snake with his staff, 
around itself in a spiral line; it could not sup- ^ which instantly changed its sinuous form into the stone coils that 
port the weight of the atmosphere, but died we now know to be fossil ammonite shells. 
in a few minutes after it was taken from the In view of the widespread occurrence of snake-related ammonite 
stone. On examining the stone, not theleast fables like these, it is quite possible that the case of the alleged 
crevice could be discovered through whichit adder imprisoned in stone was based upon nothing more 
might have crept, nor the minutest opening substantial than a distorted account of an ammonite discovery. 
through which it could have received fresh Well worth noting in support of this proposal is the close morpho- 
air, or inhale any sort of sustenance.” logical correspondence between the flat, tightly-coiled spiral of 

To explain the adder's incarcerated exis: many ammonites’ shells and the report’s description of the 
tence via traditional belief, we must postu- entombed adder as being “twisted nine times around itself in a 
late that the stone initially possessed an spiral line". Also worth remembering is that at the time of 
opening sufficiently large to permit the this report, the true zoological identity of ammonites had not 
entry of a 5-8in (12.5-20cm) snake (the size been determined by science, thus increasing the likelihood for con- 
of a young adder) before eventually becom- fusion with snakes. 
ing sealed in some way and thereby entomb- Itis often said that a stranger is simply a friend to whom we have 
ing the hapless animal indefinitely. And if yet to be introduced. By the same token, this intriguing tale of the 
the snake were already an adult, an opening adder and the ammonite must surely confirm that a mystery is 
large enough to facilitate the passage of a merely the answer to a question that we have yet to formulate. 


20-24in (51-61cm)-long snake would have j 
1/759» DR KARL SHUKER IS A ZOOLOGIST WITH A LIFELONG INTEREST IN 
CRYPTOZOOLOGY. HE IS A ZOOLOGICAL CONSULTANT, LECTURER 


been required. 
Even more perplexing is how any snake, 
AND AUTHOR OF SEVERAL BOOKS DEVOTED TO CRYPTOZOOLOGY 


young or adult, could respire while so 


PHILIP REEVE 


LETTERS 


COCK UP 


he story of the Thai wife who 
li severs her husband's penis 


and ties it to a helium balloon 
might well be an urban myth. 
Consider the following passage 
from Spalding Gray's Swimming to 
Cambodia (1985): 

“I am told that Thai wives are 
very jealous. If one of them ever 
catches her husband with another 
woman, when he least expects it 
shecuts off his cock with a straight- 
edged razor and feeds it to the 
ducks... Thai husbands have gotten 
so used to this behavior now that 
they're learned to run and get the 
severed penis out of the duck's 
throat - before it's swallowed up - 
and get it to a new plastic surgical 
penis transplant wing that Thai 
hospitals have. In order to beat this, 
the Thai wives are now beginning 
to tie the penises onto gas balloons 
and send them up in the backyard." 

DAVID HAMBLINC 
Wembley, Middlesex 


MARKINC TIME 


ack in 1985, a business I was 
B was in a very bad 

way financially. I managed to 
conceal my problems from my 
parents, being determined to battle 
through on my own and not cause 
them concern. 

My mother called me one 
Sunday morning, offering me some 
cash totally out of the blue. I 
declined the offer, but she said “I 
want to give it to you before I die,” 
which was a very strange statement 
to come from my perfectly healthy 
mother. I went to my parents’ home 
that afternoon to find my mother 
reminiscing over the "old days", 
which was another strange shift in 
her outlook. I left the house at 
2.30pm and precisely an hour later, 
my mother rose from her chair, 
collapsed and died from a heart 
attack. At the inquest, it was 
declared that she had been 
perfectly fit, with no evidence of 
any previous heart trouble. 

After the funeral 10 days later, 
I went back to my parents’ house 
for the wake. On the mantelpiece 
sat a carriage clock driven by four 
revolving bearings. I remember 
that as a young lad of four I had 
been mesmerised by the to-and-fro 
action of the clock's mechanism. It 
had never broken down or stopped 
in the 40 years that it had been on 
the mantelpiece - until the day of 
the funeral. It stopped at 3.30pm, 
the time of the funeral and the 
exact time my mother had died. 

It remained stuck at 3.30 for five 
years until one afternoon, sitting 
with my father, I noticed that it was 
now showing 10.30. I mentioned 
thisto my father who said that he'd 
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cleaned it that morning and must 
have freed the jammed mecha- 
nism. However, it moved no more. 
The next morning, my father went 
shopping, fell down and died from 
a heart attack at 10.30am. The clock 
now sits in my house and has never 
moved since that time. 
CN SATTERTHWAITE 
Solihull. West Midlands 
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Rosney's letter and photo 

showing an unusual cloud 
formation seen from his home in 
St Helens [FT100:55]. I have 
seen this formation on a very few 
occasions; the official classification 
is Stratocumulus undulatus. I was a 
weather observer with the Met 
Office for some years and have 
been interested in cloud formations 
for 30 years now. In all that time, 
however, I must have seen these 
particular clouds only about two or 
three times. 

Stratocumulus is a very common 
cloud species and usually consists 
of cell-like patterns, squares 
roughly, in various forms of 
alignment. Undulatus varieties are 
caused (to the best of my knowl- 
edge) by a wave pattern that gets 
set up in the lee of high ground. 
The ‘roll’-like pattern occurs where 
the peak of the wave occurs with 
clear areas at each trough. In my 
own experience, they tend to break 
up or degenerate into the more 
common variety in a short time, but 
they appear very impressive when 
seen in their ‘pure’ form. Looking 
at the photo, I would estimate the 
cloud base height as somewhere 
between 1500ft and 3500ft (460- 
1000m). Seen at particular times 
of day such as soon after or 
near sunrise, the lurid colouring 
described is very striking. 

DAVID DAISH 
Southampton, Hampshire. 
Bluemet@aol.com 
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he regular cloud ‘banding’ 
T by Mark Rosney 

appears to be a classic case of 
cloud forming due to a ‘lee wave’ 
effect. In mountainous or hilly 
areas this is fairly common. When 
an air-mass hits an obstacle such as 
a range of mountains or hills, a 
standing-wave can form on the 
leeward side causing the air to 
bounce up and down in a sinusoidal 
fashion. As the air reaches the peak 
of the wave, cloud will form as the 
dew-point is reached. Where the air 
sinks into the trough of the wave, 
the clear cloudless bands are 
formed. In mountain regions it is 
usually the beautiful lenticular 
clouds which are formed this way, 
as well as the vicious ‘rotor’ turbu- 
lance which has been known to 
down airliners. Such wave systems 
can extend for hundreds of miles 
and are highly sought after by 
glider pilots who are able to fly 
enormous distances, and reach 
altitudes up to 50,000ft (15,240m)! 

I have seen the same cloud 
banding shown in Mark's picture 
while in Shropshire, where wave 
clouds are regularly generated by 
the Welsh mountains. The picture 
was taken in St Helens which is 
between Snowdonia, the Lake 
District, and the Isle of Man - all 
potential sources of air ‘waves’. 

STEVE BROWN 
steve.brown@statravelgroup.co.uk 


PASS THE JOINT 


here has been some media 

I attention recently (for 
instance New York Daily 
News, 13 May 1997) paid to an 
alleged correlation - changes in 
scene or mood matched by changes 
in tempo or song track - between 


` the first 43 minutes of the 1939 film 


Wizard of Oz and Pink Floyd’s 1973 
rock album, Dark Side of the Moon. 
[The supposed parallels were first 
mentioned at the beginning of April 
by deejay George Taylor Morris at 
WZLX-FM in Boston — Editors.] 
Rigorous analysis shows this 
correlation to be illusory. Even with 
the application of the quite liberal 
Wingfield Conspiracy Test, the 
probability is only 55 per cent that 
scene/mood changes are linked 
non-randomly to  tempo/track 
changes. This figure jumps to 78 
per cent with the Cannabis sativa. 
Six-Toke-Test and to 95 per cent 
with the lysergic acid diethylamide 
Test (in which, at a dosage greater 
than 500ug, a crop circle is clearly 
visible in the poppy field outside 
Emerald City), but both the 
European and American Colleges 
of Statisticians have declared these 
two tests unacceptable for all but 
recreational calculations. 
TORL SCHAFER 
Nevernes, Norway 


ALIEN 
ARCHIVISTS 


There was concern 
some time ago about 
radio and TV signals 
beaming out from 
Earth, signalling to 
passing aliens that 
here was a techno- 
logically advanced 
race. | hope these 
beings have the sense 
to record the signals 
and on arrival on our 
planet present us 
with a priceless 
archive of ‘lost’ 
material transmitted 
in the 1950s and 
1960s. | would be 
particularly interested 
if they were to do 
re-runs of all the 

Dr Who episodes, 
some of which no 
longer exist — except 
as weak signals 
piercing the vacuum 
of space at the speed 
of light, TV heaven — 
what a great day for 
mankind. 


PETER LEE 


Mexborough. 
South Yorkshire 


FTIO3 51 


LETTERS 


c 


THE THIEF 
OF TIME 


Twice in the past 
month I have ‘lost’ 
an hour at night. 

On both occasions 
the clocks in my 
bedroom, one battery 
and one mains, were 
exactly an hour 
behind real time, as 
shown on the rest of 
my clocks. | also had 
a mysterious nose 
bleed in the middle 
of the night. These 
facts presented to an 
‘abduction’ specialist 
would obviously point 
to some nocturnal 
alien activity, and my 
denials would be 
seen as strong 
evidence that | 

had been whisked 
away without my 
knowledge. Any 
ideas? 


CLAIRE BLAMEY 


Creat Yarmouth, 
Norfolk 
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LUNAR HICH JINKS 


hile looking through the 

Radio Times (17-23 May 

1997), I came across this 
picture, which seems to finally 
give the lie to the authenticity of 
the Moon landings. 

But closer inspection revealed 
some serious inconsistencies. 
The shadow of the car does not 
extend as far as the shadow of 
the astronaut and appears to 
have been caused by a light 
source almost directly overhead, 
while the light shining on the 
astronaut is from above, behind 
and to the right. So they are lit 
from different light sources. 

Furthermore, the car shadow 
is very fuzzy at the edges, while 
that of the astronaut has very 
clear edges. This implies that 
the astronaut is lit from only one 
light source, while the car is lit 
from more that one source. In 


RINC-A-DING 


ichard Tonge reported on 
R: sensitivity to the high- 

pitched ringing produced by 
electrical appliances [FT101:54]. 
Television sets will indeed produce 
a ringing with a frequency of 
15,625Hz, which is simply a result 
of the product of the interlaced 
line frequency (312.5Hz) and the 
picture frequency (50Hz). With 
older sets, the volume level of this 
tone will increase when the sets are 
switched to standby. The tone is 
quite close to the upper frequency 
threshold of human hearing. As a 
matter of fact, most adults are, 
for all practical purposes, deaf in 
this range. Computers and some 
electronic alarm clocks might 
produce similar noises. 

While this explains the origin of 
Mr Tonge’s experience, it is still 
quite remarkable that he is able to 
perceive the tones through closed 
doors, since the audio levels of 
this side effect is quite low. His 
sensitivity might in fact be 
caused by his tinnitus. In the 
1980s, a friend of mine became 
increasingly concerned because 
she started hearing noises and was 
driven nuts whenever she entered 
a room that contained a TV set 
switched to standby mode. It 
turned out that she was also suffer- 
ing from a variation of tinnitus. 

However, it is rather untypical 
for a person suffering from 
tinnitus to have excellent hearing 
above 15kHz. In his letter, Mr 
Tonge mentions that he still hears 
the subjective (ie. inner ear) noise 
which is typical for tinnitus. From 
his writing, I guess it is a rather 
constant, high-pitched tone, which 
might in fact explain his uncanny 
sensitivity to TV line squeal: The 
audible squeal from a telly might 
modulate the subjective tone 
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DOUBLE BLUFF: Is this the proof of man's lunar landing? 


stemming from his tinnitus. So 
what he perceives could actually be 
the intermodulation product of 
both tones. 

While the human ear is not 
particularly sensitive to low 
volume, high frequency signals, it 
is able to perceive even slight 
frequency variations. But this is 
just a hypothesis until Mr Tonge 
turns himself in for vivisection. 

JUERCEN HEINZERLING 
heinzerling_clan@t-online.de 


HUNTING ORCONE 


an Simmons fell victim to the 
I: phenomenon he discussed 

in “I’ve Found What Im 
Looking For" [FT99:47]. He looked 
for Wilhelm Reich deceiving him- 
self over the orgone and he found 
it Otherwise, he would have 
reported that his own explanation 
for the atmospheric excitations 
Reich observed - what Simmons 
regards as actually white blood 
vessels moving through the 
retina - was directly addressed 
and disproven by Reich in the late 
1930s, as reported in correspon- 
dence with WF Bon printed in 
Beyond Psychology, Letters and 
Journals, 1934-1939 (Farrar, Straus, 
1994)  ppl91fol Reich notes: 
"There is no doubt that the 
radiation can be seen under the 
microscope. I distinguished it from 
light reflexes by removing the 
reflex mirror as well as the iris 
diaphragm... I observed this at a 
magnification of 2,000x to 3,000x 
with dark field illumination." 

Reich made the point again in a 
letter to Summerhil's AS Neill, 
describing an exchange with 
Albert Einstein, who looked 
through one of Reich's orgono- 
scopes and declared: *But I see the 
flickering all the time. Could it not 


other words, the picture could 
not possibly have been taken as 
it looks, but must have been 
doctored after it was taken. 

So, the photograph that 
appears to prove the hoax 
theory, is itself a hoax. Proof 
that the ‘real’ photos were 
genuine? Not a bit of it. This 
picture is so obviously a fake, 
that that must be precisely 
what we are meant to think. 
This photo is clearly designed 
to discredit the ‘Moon-landings- 
were-a-hoax’ theory. 

Now, call me paranoid, but 
if the Moon landings were 
genuine after all, why would 
the defenders need to resort 
to such crude attempts to dis- 
credit the hoax theory? Perhaps 
they have something to hide. 
Maybe men did not walk on the 
Moon after all? 

JOHN MORCAN 
Sutton, Surrey 


be in my eyes?” Reich then 
explained at length “the question 
of the objectivity of the rays, which 
are in the eyes and outside of 
the eyes. The objective proof for 
the objectivity of the rays is the 
fact that you cannot magnify 
impressions in the eye, but you can 
magnify the objective rays.” 
Einstein could not contradict 
Reich. In fact, he held on to the 
orgonoscope and it later took quite 
a bit of coaxing from Reich’s 
assistants to get Einstein to return 
it. All of this is documented in 
Reich’s The Einstein Affair, which 
is available from the Reich 
Museum in Rangeley, Maine. 

How unFortean that Ian 
Simmons overlooked this history 
and presumed that Reich had 
ignored the obvious in a rush to 
prove his theory! A more apt 
analogy would be to the clerics who 
refused to see the moons of 
Jupiter in Galileo’s telescope. The 
phenomenon is as Fortean as they 
come, and in the larger world one 
gets branded a fanatic just for 
reporting facts about Reich and 
noting that scientific teams to this 
day study and use his research. 

KENN THOMAS 
Steamshovel Press. PO Box 23715, 
St. Louis. MO 63121 USA 


IAN SIMMONS REPLIES: The circum- 
stances Reich describes in this 
paper do mot discount what he 
actually sees being white blood 
cells. I believe that im his emthusi- 
asm for proving the existence of 
orgone he overstated his case by 
including this evidence, thereby 
undermining the credible evidence 
he assembled elsewhere, giving 
critics a justification for dismissing 
the whole theory. I do not believe the 
orgone theory should be dismissed, 
only that these corpuscles should 
not be counted among the evidence 
in support of it. 


MINE’S A SPIRIT 


The X-Files film The Unopened 

File and was not disappointed 
when I saw it. I recalled reading 
something about the Yorkshire 
Dales which reminded me of an 
incident in the show. It was in The 
Striding Dales (1893) by Halliwell 
Sutcliffe (1870-1932), a prolific 
Yorkshire novelist who was quite 
successful in his day. Along with 
the Brontés, Sutcliffe came from 
Haworth, and he is credited by 
Alfred J Brown in his book Broad 
Acres as having “a far wider knowl- 
edge of dalelore and legend than 
any one of the famous sisters." 

Towards the end of The 
Unopened File we see an old mine 
working being used by aliens as a 
storage facility for a vast archive of 
files supposedly related to 
abductees. In The Striding Dales, 
Sutcliffe reports that in certain 
parts of Warfedale, “Goblins are 
busy in the old [lead] mine- 
workings on the moors”. He goes 
on to provide some anecdotes 
which have interesting parallels 
with the abduction phenomenon. 

One concerns a man who in his 
teens, “wandered over the wastes 
in search of plovers’ eggs, and the 
dark overtook him. Blundering this 
way and that, he stumbled over the 
brink of an unfenced mine, 
clutched at the timbers as he fell, 
and reached the bottom with no 
worse happening than a broken leg. 
Yet that meant death unless help 
came... 

“The goblins came about him - 
the wolf-pack that gloated on 
human prey - and they never 
ceased to pinch and bite him, and 
whisper in his ear that he'd best be 
done with life, lest they did worse to 
him than ever he dreamed of. He 
was of the breed, as it happened, 
that does not give in. One leg was 
useless, but he tried to clear a way 
with his fists - there in the wet, 
utter darkness - whenever the 
trolls assailed him. Then, at the 
worst of it all, when courage ebbed 
because life itself was dwindling 
fast, a light came down the mine- 
shaft, and following it a radiant 
figurethat stood awhile and looked 
at him with a man's strength and a 
woman's pity. 


|= awaited the release of 


WHAT THE BLAZES? 


took this photograph on my ferry journey home 

from Hong Kong Island to Lamma Island at about 

6.50pm on 26 June 1997. As the sun was setting, one 
particular mirrored building, Central Plaza, started to 
glow a brilliant gold, almost painful to the eyes. 

What struck me as odd was that this was not the only 
mirrored building in the area, but it was the only one 
that caught the light so fantastically. 

MINA DESBOROUCH 


"The maimed lad remembered 
how the miners had talked with 
bated breath of the Silver Spirit 
that was seen at times within the 
mines. His strength returned. 
Shout after lusty shout went up 
mto the wastes; and a benighted 
shepherd... heard the wild cries... 
and brought helpers." 

The boy was rescued but kept 
quiet about his experience - “It was 
a long while later that he told them 
he had seen the Silver Spirit of the 
mines." 

The ntfischievous, threatening 
behaviour of the "goblins" and 
their subordination to the authori- 
tative and reassuring presence of 
the tall, radiant figure is very 
similar to the subordination of the 
small greys to the tall, luminous 
father-figure that is frequently 
recounted by alleged abductees. 

More disturbing, however, is the 
tale of one miner... ^who reached 
the mine-head before his fellows, 
and went down the ladders alone, 
impatient for his work. They came 
later on and found him dead in a 
narrow gallery, with queer marks 
about his throat. Well, poor lad, he 
should have known it was not good 
to go singly into any mine. The 
trolls fear numbers, but are wolves 
on the track of a lonely man. That 
was his comrades' summing up." 

Of course, this verdict on the 
man's cause of death is purely 
superstitious supposition. But one 
thing can be said for the lead 
miners who told these stories: they 
were some of the hardest men 
Yorkshire has ever known, and 
consequently averse to bullshit. 

So, is there any truth in it? 
Probably not, but it's a good yarn. 

DAN HILDRED 
Barnoldswick Lancashire 


PLAYINC THE HAARP 


uch as I enjoyed Rumble in 
M: Outback” [FT99:34], one 

apparent error stands out. 
David Guyatt (as well as the 
Archipelago article which he cites) 
states that the US Navy’s Project 
“Prime Argus” exploded three 
atomic bombs in the Van Allen 
belts in 1958. Yet a friend pointed 
out that rocket technology could 
not have carried such bombs to an 


Lamma. Hong Kong 


ae 


altitude of 2,000 miles and indeed 
the official record states that the 
test altitude was 300 miles (480km) 
- http://www.envirolink.org/issues/ 
nuketesting/atmosphr/ustests. 
htm#Argus Evidence of The 
Conspiracy, or was the article in 
fact referring to the ionosphere? 
DAN 
[e-mail address mislaid] 


DAVID CUYATT REPLIES: You are 
partly right and partly wrong. 
Mostly, however, what you say has 
no bearing on my original article. 
The website you mention does 
indeed give a launch height for the 
tests of only about 300 miles; 
however, I don’t think this makes a 
great deal of difference, since the 
tests were designed to replicate the 
van Allen belt for weapon use, 
rather than explode bombs within it 
as I mistakenly stated. 

The purpose in citing the Argus 
experiment (drawn from Angels 
Don’t Play this HAARP and 
not from Archipelago) was to 
demonstrate that the military was - 
and is - oblivious to potential 
natural dangers accruing from such 
ill-considered experiments, and 
were — and are — highly interested in 
weather seeding etc. However, 
specific to Argus is the following. 
According to the New York Times 
30 April 1962: “The Argus experi- 
ments produced artificial belts 
comparable to the natural Van 
Allen radiation belt (regions of 
high-energy charged particles 
around the earth at between 
2,000 and 12,000 miles altitudes). 
Thus after each shot a curtain of 
radiation — that is, of extremely 
high-speed particles - spread 
around the world.” 

Secondly, it is incorrect to say 
that rocket technology was not 
advanced enough to have carried 
such bombs to an altitude of 2,000 
miles. 1958 saw the US launch of 
a Jupiter rocket that carried a 
Squirrel monkey on a 1700-mile 
flight into space. The purpose was 
to test conditions of weightlessness 
for later manned flights. The 
monkey returned safely. Just three 
years later, Gagarin was launched 
into orbit aboard Vostok 1. Rocket 
technology was clearly quite 
sophisticated by 1958. 

DAVID CUYATT 
david.g7@ukonline.co.uk 


——— 


ECHOES 
OF ORLAC 


You are mistaken in 
saying (FT100:12] 
that Maurice 
Renard's novel, The 
Hands of Orlac, was 
not translated into 
English until 1981. 
To my knowledge, 
the book was first 
published in Britain 
in 1929 in a version 
"translated and 
adapted" by Florence 
Crew-Jones. There 
was also a British 
paperback (from Four 
Square, | believe) to 
tie in with the 1960 
Anglo-French remake 
starring Mel Ferrer 
(as Orlac) and 
Christopher Lee, 

A more recent novel 
about transplants 
with murderous 
side-effects — clearly 
influenced by Orlac — 
was Body Parts by 
the writing team 
Boileau-Narcejac 
(authors of Les 
Diaboliques and 
Vertigo) which was 
made into a 
Hollywood film in 
1991. 


MICHEL PARRY 
Brentford. Middlesex 
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BIBLE BABBLE CASH-IN 


THE BIBLE CODE 
MICHAEL DROSNIN 


+ 


Weidenfeld & Nicholson, London; 
1997, hb £20, pp264, index, bib, 
illus. ISBN 0-297-81995-X. 


erialised in the Daily Mail, 
S by ridiculous, mis- 

leading claims, cunningly 
written and dressed in a glaring 
cover, The Bible Code is the 
sensation of the season. According 
to the Mail, “it appears to foretell 
every major event in history - from 
Shakespeare's brilliant works to 
man’s conquest of the Moon.” In 
the words of the publisher: “The 
3,000-year-old Bible code foretells 
events that happened thousands 
of years after the Bible was written. 
It foresaw both Kennedy assassina- 
tions, the Oklahoma bombing, the 
election of Bill Clinton — everything 
from World War II to Watergate, 
from the Holocaust to Hiroshima, 
from the Moon landing to the 
collision of a comet with Jupiter.” 
That is all nonsense. Nothing in this 
book is specifically foretold, in the 
sense of predicting something 
before it happens. All that we can 
know for certain is that the author 
is going to make a great deal of 
money from a clever, well executed 
sort of conjuring trick. 

The trick is based on a strange 
statistical essay that would not be 
out of place in one of Corliss’ 
Fortean handbooks. In August 
1994, three Israeli scientists 
published a paper in the journal 
Statistical Studies. They told how, 
following the tradition of the 


PHLECON OF 
TRALLES’ BOOK 


OF MARVELS 
TRANSLATED WITH AN 
INTRODUCTION 


& COMMENTARY 
BY WILLIAM HANSEN 


ty of Exeter Press, 1997, 
pt 95, pp215, index. 
ISBN 0 85989.425-8. 


Hebrew kabbalists, they had been 
searching for codes and hidden 
meanings in the book of Genesis, 
using computers. The machines 
were asked to find “equidistant 
letter sequences” which spelt out 
certain given words or names. Each 
letter in the given word could be 
separated from the next by any 
number of other letters in the 
Genesis text — two, three or several 
thousand - provided the number 
was constant. The researchers fed in 
the names of famous Jewish sages, 
including those of medieval and 
modern times, and not only did they 
find those names in the text, but 
with them were dates of their births 
and deaths. Other searches revealed 
the names of their home towns. 
The sceptical, common-sense 
reaction is that by skipping any 
number of letters you can find 
whatever you want in any lengthy 
text. Yet the apparent implication of 
the paper - that the names and 
details of sages in the distant future 
were miraculously encoded in 


letters apart. One of the relevant 
letters appears in a verse - 
Deuteronomy 4:42 — which tells of 
cities of refuge for those who have 
spilt blood accidentally. A phrase in 
this is translated by Drosnin as 
“assassin that will assassinate”. 
From this clue, he says, he tried 
to warn Rabin of his impending 
murder. Later he found the name, 
Amir (Rabin’s killer), spelt in four 
characters eight letters apart. That, 
of course, was after the event. 

The apocalyptic phrases that 
Drosnin put into his computer 
were reflected back to him and 
programmed him with seeming 
prophecies of wars, pestilence and 
famine, economic collapse, a 
nuclear holocaust in Israel and the 
annihilation of the world in 2012. If 
he had looked for ‘angels’, ‘paradise 
on Earth’ and so on, he might have 
received a different picture. Not that 
it matters, since Drosnin has no 
great faith in his own predictions. 
The Bible Code, he admits, “proba- 
bly tells us what might happen, not 


HE FOUND THE NAME OF 
RABIN’S KILLER SPELT 
OUT... AFTER THE EVENT 


Genesis — was bolstered by a display 
of statistics purporting to show 
that the odds against chance were 
thousands to one. I have no idea 
whether that is right or wrong; it isa 
game for statisticians. 

Michael Drosnin has enlarged 
this quest for sages into something 
bigger and more exciting. He has 
expanded his field from Genesis to 
the Torah (the Jewish Bible) and he 
has used his computer to discover, 
by the same skipping method, 
words and phrases of doom, such as 
“world war", “holocaust” and “end 
of days”. Each letter in these short 
Hebrew phrases may be thousands 
of letters apart in the text but, by 
arranging them together in columns 
and picking out other, ‘relevant’ 
phrases in the text nearby, impres- 
sive-looking diagrams are obtained. 

His prize exhibit is the name, 
Yitzhak Rabin, spelt in eight 
Hebrew characters spaced 4,772 


ritten in the second century AD, 
Phlegon's rather brief work 
(27 pages, plus an extensive 


commentary) comprises an eye-popping 
selection of incredible and quasi- 
Fortean tales from the Roman world. 
Subjects covered include ghosts, 
oracles (including the only surviving 
fragments of the Sibylline Books, Rome's 
state collection of prophecies), 
Monstrous births, apparent cases of 
progeria, hermaphrodites, the discovery 


what will happen”. “Probably... 
might” is not much different from 
“probably... might not”. The weakest 
of Drosnin’s predictions is of earth- 
quakes in Japan. You might as well 
predict rain in Wales. 

Ambitious writers can learn a lot 
from this book. It is beautifully 
constructed; the diagrams are clear 
and well explained; statements are 
amplified by notes. The author is 
seen as a simple guy who has 
stumbled across a world-shattering 
truth. He is sceptical, modern- 
minded, computer-educated and 
yet, to him have been revealed the 
secrets of the ages. This is a subtler, 
more sophisticated version of 
Was God an Astronaut? 

Michael Drosnin is a true profes- 
sional. He knows how to build a 
short-term best-seller and he 
deserves everything he earns from 
it... the rascal. 

JOHN MICHELL 


of a living centaur and extreme longevity 
(up to 136 years). Hansen’s commentary 
is good at pointing out parallels in other 
ancient texts, but less satisfactory in 
dealing with the Fortean aspects of the 
text (the problem of the reality or 
unreality of the tales is essentially 
ignored). The book will therefore prove 
of value largely to those interested in the 
manner in which reports of unusual 
events have evolved over the centuries. 

MIKE DASH 
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REVIEWS 


DEATH BY 
SPACHETTI 
PAUL SUSSMAN 


Fourth Estate, London, 
1996, pb £4.99, 
pp152, cartoons. 

ISBN 1-85702-496-6. 


A collection of 
Sussman's Strange 
Days-style selection 
of news stories from 
The Big Issue. 
Potentially amusing, 
but rather spoiled by 
the author's tendency 
to embroider and his 
cloying writing style, 
which makes the 
reader feel as if he 
is being nudged in 
the ribs every few 
sentences. And why, 
| wonder, do so many 
of the people 
involved seem to 
have amusing and/or 
alliterative names? 
CHAS TURNER 


SPROUT 


MASK REPLICA 
ROBERT RANKIN 


Doubleday, London, 


1997, hb £16.99, 
pp252, fiction. 
ISBN 0-385-40706-8. 


Rankin is probably 
best known to 
Forteans for his 
Brentford Trilogy, and 
his involvement in the 
murky business of the 
Brentford griffin. 
There won't be many 
surprises here for the 
dedicated Rankin fan; 
things rattle along 
amusingly, hung on a 
fairly flimsy plot — the 
lead character can 
subtly influence the 
forces of chaos - 

with about half a 
dozen silly jokes 

per page. Fairly 
amusing, but far from 
astonishing. Forteans 
might be entertained 
by the regular 
appearences of the 
gaunt giant Sir John 
Rimmer, head of the 
„Ministry of 
Serendipity. 

JOE McNALLY 
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THE FIELD CUIDE TO 
EXTRATERRESTRIALS 


PATRICK HUYCHE 


a 
44$ = 


New English Library, London, 1997, 
pb £5.99, pp138, illus, biblio, index. 
ISBN 0-340-69503-X. 


this valuable book in the 

current flood of alien and UFO 
related titles, if only because of its 
tabloid-esque title. However, to 
miss it would be a grave error; rare 
is the book that arrives at Fortean 
Towers which your reviewer feels 
able to recommend almost without 
reservation, but that's just what 
Huyghe's slim volume is: His 
aims are simply stated, but 
hugely ambitious: to provide as 
comprehensive a guide as possible 
to the various forms of ‘alien’ 
reported over the long history of 
UFOs and to develop a taxonomic 
system for them. And, it must be 
said, he succeeds admirably. 

The body of the book and the 
main attraction for many readers is 
a list of alien entities. The format is 
simple and easily-understood: 
there is a box containing basic 
details on each creature described 
— distinguishing characteristics, 
where it fits into Huyghe's 
taxonomy - and the date, time and 
witnesses involved in a specimen 
sighting. This is followed by 
page-long description of the 
circumstances of its sighting and 
more details of its appearence, 
behaviour and so on. Finally, each 
entry is accompanied by an 
excellent and faintly whimsical 
full-page line drawing. 

Huyghe’s taxonomy is as well 
thought out a system as one could 
hope for in the confusion of 
alien sightings. He separates his 
subjects into four main classes: 
Humanoid, Animalian, Robotic 
and Exotic. Each of these has 
several sub-types, with “Robotic” 
breaking down into Metallic and 
Fleshy and "Animalian" covering 
Hairy Mammalian, Reptiloid, 
Amphibian, Insectoid and Avian, 
and so on. Each of these then has 
up to half a dozen variants. 

Descriptions of the encounters 
are largely condensed from exist- 
ing sources, with some coming 
from interviews carried out by the 
author, The approach is “just 
the facts, ma'am"; there is little 
here to suggest which way Huyghe 


l: would be very easy to miss 


himself falls on the question of 
aliens, which comes as a blessed 
relief. All this is framed with a 
brace of essays in which Huyghe 
addresses some ufology theories, 
traces a social and historical 
background for UFO encounters, 
provides an abbreviated timeline 
and explains the rationale behind 
his classification system. 

The real beauty of this book is 
that it is genuinely useful to 
beginner and old hand alike. To a 
beginner, it can serve as a crash 
course in cases which make up the 
backbone of modern ufology, with 
an excellent and wide-ranging list 
of further reading. To an expert, 
its a useful reference work and 
aide-memoire, well written and 
entirely neutral in tone. Huyghe's 
work deserves to be accepted into 
the ufological canon, and once the 
endless Roswell cash-ins have 
withered and died, I suspect this 
book will still be going strong. 

JOE McNALLV 


HYSTORIES 
Hysterical Epidemics 
and Modern Culture 
ELAINE SHOWALTER 


Lode 

Picador, London, 1997, 

hb £16.99, pp244, refs, index. 
ISBN 0-330-34670-9. 


iven the quantity of Fortean 
Qo dismissed as 
*mass hysteria', including 
subjects as diverse as hauntings 
and the Chupacabras saga, it says 
a lot about the subject that the 
classic work on it is still Charles 
Mackay's Extraordinary Popular 
Delusions and the Madness of 
Crowds, first published in 1841. 
The subject is ripe for review and 
Elaine Showalter, a professor of 
English at Princeton University 
and a medical historian, attempts 
to bring mass hysteria up to date. 
The main thrust of Showalter’s 
argument is that six syndromes 
of the late 20th century ( Gulf War 
syndrome, multiple personality 
disorder, chronic fatigue, recov- 
ered memory of sexual abuse, 
satanic ritual abuse and alien 
abduction) are hysterical condi- 
tions. By that she means that they 
are mental in origin, not physical. 
Showalter’s arguments in favour 
of her case are curious and 
unpersuasive: rather than build up 
a body of evidence and reach a 


conclusion, she starts from the 
assumption that she’s right 
(claiming as early as page 12 that 
the six syndromes above are 
‘psychogenic’, having offered no 
evidence for it) and then describes 
the history of each case, while 
assuming that the reader is follow- 
ing her side of the argument. For 
readers less sceptical than the 
average Fortean, this might work. 
For anyone who’s looking to pick 
holes in her arguments, the 
author’s blinkers are obvious. 

The gaping hole in Hystories is 
the gap between the first two 
sections, describing the history of 
hysteria, its diagnosis and treat- 
ment and the final one that deals 
with the epidemics. Showalter 
does not explain how a mental 
condition with symptoms that 
traditionally varied from indi- 
vidual to individual can take on the 
appearance of a transmittable 
medical condition, sometimes 
found only in a particular group or 
class of society such as Gulf War 
veterans. Traditional villains are 
named: the media; therapists and 
facilitators who are fixated on the 
condition or have an interest in 
diagnosing further cases of it — 
UFO investigators and abuse 
counsellors come in for a hard 
time there. And the patriarchal 
establishment. 

For Hystories has a feminist 
subtext: that women, having been 
rescued from the stigma of 
hysteria once, are again being 
made its victims. This is 
particularly clear in Showalter's 
final three examples: recovered 
memories; satanic ritual abuse 
and UFO abductees, which seem 
tangential to her argument. If 
her argument is followed, people, 
particularly women, with these 
conditions are not spontaneously 
developing or recovering their 
memories of these events; they are 
being persuaded that these things 
have happened to them, often 
under hypnosis. In other Words, 
these are not hysterical epidemics 
at all. She has undermined her 
own argument. ‘Hysteria’ is 
divorced from its medical meaning 
and made into a catch-all term, 
describing any conditions that 
might or might not be psycho- 
genic. But the arguments are not 
persuasive. 

Hystories is not all bad. The 
opening section on the history of 
hysteria is fascinating. However, 
the book proves little, convinces 
less and has virtually nothing to 
say about the causes of hysteria or 
hysterical epidemics. Debunking 
of satanic ritual abuse, recovered 
memories and multiple personality 
disorder is already underway, and 
Hystories’ theories add nothing 
to the debate. As a piece of 
mainstream sociology, Hystories 
is interesting ephemera. As 4 
reference for Forteans, it’s next 
to useless. 

JAMES WALLIS 


THE DAY 

AFTER ROSWELL 
PHILIP J CORSO 

WITH WILLIAM J BIRNES 


de 

Pocket Books, New York, 1997, 
hb $24.00, pp341, photos. 
ISBN 0-671-00461-1. 


that this is the most incredible 
book published so far this year. 
Working for the head of Army 
research and development in the 
early 1960s, Philip Corso claims to 
have taken charge of a super- 
secret black project. His job was 
to ‘seed’ discoveries flowing from 
a continuing intensive study of 
artefacts recovered from the UFO 
crash site at Roswell 15 years 
earlier with the giants of the US 
defence industry. The result, he 
claims, was a slew of inventions, 
from stealth technology and 
Kevlar body armour to fibre optics, 
integrated circuitry and lasers. 
Furthermore, we learn, the US 
authorities do indeed possess an 
autopsied EBE (Extraterrestrial 


I: is no compliment to suggest 


VIDEO REVIEW 


THE REAL X-FILES 


Lage 
Vertex Home Entertainment, London, 
1997, £10.99, 50rnin. 


ideos on Fortean topics are 
M is disappointing, 

and given the wretchedness 
of recent books on remote viewing, 
one might expect this to be the 
usual hash of rainbow-tinged 
metaphysics and wishful thinking. 
However, this documentary, 
originally produced for Channel 4, 
is a pleasant surprise. It's written 
and presented by Jim Schnabel, a 
Fortean researcher with a short, 
but impressive record who is not 
readily given to flights of fancy 


the recent books on the subject. 
Moreover, it brings in a well 
chosen array of participants in the 
RV program to bolster its claims ~- 
the likes of Ingo Swann, Hal 
Puthoff and Ed Dames say their 


military brass and Stanford 


and author of easily the best of 


respective pieces on the nature of 
RV, while a convincing parade of 


Biological Entity), the Majestic-12 
group was a reality, and President 
Reagan's Strategic Defence 
Initiative was designed not to 
shoot down Soviet ICBMs but to 
account for incoming UFOs. 
ý Unsupported as this essentially 
is by anything other than the 
author’s own word (the only other 
officer whose view are regularly 
cited to back up all this stuff is 
Corso's former boss, Lt Gen. 
Arthur Trudeau, now conveniently 
deceased), it must be rated not 
only implausible but actually 
insulting. For the author's central 
thesis is little more than an 
adaptation of Erich von Daniken’s 
views on ancient astronauts: 
humanity is too backward and too 
stupid to invent anything of worth 
finds itself and finds itself utterly 
dependent on alien technology to 
make any progress. (It can only be 
a matter of time before someone 
claims that the steam engine was 
suggested to Watt by the MIB.) 
The real problem with The Day 
After Roswell is not what it claims 
but what it doesn't say. At no point 
does Corso tell why he is relating 
his country's deepest secrets, nor 
how he is now able to expose the 
most efficient cover-up ever 
mounted by the US government 
without incurring any sanctions. 
He also fails to explain how, in the 
midst of the ultra-competitive 
inter-service rivalries he describes, 
evidence for the supposed Roswell 
recovery operation (which every 
previous authority has made quite 
clear was masterminded by the US 
Air Force) ended up in Army files 


Research Institute staff offer their 
opinions on the strategic and 
parapsychological import of the 
whole experiment. 

All this is set within its historical 
context: we are taken through the 
history of the RV programme, 
from the early Soviet experiments 
in causing death through psychic 
influence, through the SRI days. 
and to the end (or was it?) of US 
military involvement. Most of the 
important players get to put in a 
word somewhere along the line, 
although - given the importance 
which he has always attached 
to his role in the RV program ^ 


in the first place. 

Such difficulties are exacer- 
bated by the fact that Corso's 
claims - extravagent and bizarre as 
there are — are not the only odd 
thing about this book. There is 
also the problem of the author's 
admission that he failed to 
recognise the importance of the 
work he had done until, 35 years 
later, he sat down intending to 
write quite a different book about 
his army years. Only then, he says, 
did he realise that his story was 
*perhaps the most significant of 
the past 50 years". 

Then there is the matter of the 
authors apparently less than 
startling military career. Lt. Col is 
not an exhalted rank; moreover, 
Corso had been promoted to Major 
as early as 1944, and thus received 
one promotion in the remaining 19 
years of his military career. This 
is not the record of a high-flyer, 
much less that of a man 
supposedly brilliant enough to be 
entrusted with his country's most 
important research project. 

And, oddly enough, although a 
forword by US Senator Strom 
Thurmond - Corso's first civilian 
boss - lauds the author and his con- 
tribution to the American Cold War 
effort, it scrupulously refrains from 
making any mention of the book's 
bizarre claims or Corso's numerous 
alleged triumphs in helping to 
back-engineer alien artefacts. Canit 
be that Thurmond does not believe 
his former employee himself? 

Cant say I'd blame him if he 
didn't. 

MIKE DASH 


Dr Courtney Brown is conspicuous 
by his absence. Schnabel follows 
the path of his previous books on 
ufology and crop circles, and 
allows the principals to speak 
freely, provides a linking and 
contextualising commentary, but 
holds back from passing comment 
on the authenticity or otherwise of 
his subject matter. 

There are one or two minor 
quibbles, such as the gimmicky 
presentation and the inevitable 
Future Sound of London sound- 
track, but apart from that, it's hard 
to fault this as an introduction to 
the minefield of remote viewing. 

JOE McNALLY 


COMPETITION 33 


THE TRUTH WILL OUT 


WHAT WAS THE TITLE OF COURTNEY 
BROWN'S BOOK ON REMOTE VIEWING? 
The first three correct entries to hove 
into the remote view of the editors will 
each win a copy of The Real X-Files 
courtesy of Vertex Home Entertainment. 
One entry only per person, please, to 
reach us by 30 November 1997. 

To enter, see page 61. 
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THE OWLMAN 
AND OTHERS 
JONATHAN DOWNES 


Tassa 

Centre for Fortean 
Zoology, 15 Holne 
Court, Exwick, Exeter 
EX4 2NA, 1997, pb 
£12.50+p&p, pp217, 
illus, notes & refs, 
index. No ISBN. 


This privately-printed, 
spiral-bound work is 
the first full length 
study of one of the 
more notorious 
mysteries of the 
Seventies — alleged 
sightings, in 
Cornwall, of a bizarre 
flying humanoid 
nicknamed 'Owlman'. 
Downes talks at 
length to the flap's 
principal begetter, 
Doc Shiels, digging 
up considerably more 
information than 

has been published 
hitherto, adding 
details of concurrent 
sea serpent sightings 
off Falmouth and 
discussing some 

of the remarkable 
synchronicities which 
dogged the long, hot 
summer of 1976. 
Dismissing crypto- 
zoological theories 
as ridiculous, he 
nevertheless 
indicates that he 
favours Shiels's 
surrealist hypothesis 
rather than the 
simpler notion of an 
outright hoax. 

There is no ‘front’ 
to Jon Downes. He 
tells you what he 
thinks and why, and 
| don't suppose he'll 
mind if you don't 
altogether agree with 
him. The product of 
a considerable 
amount of work, 
well researched, 
referenced and 
illustrated, this is a 
commendable effort 
in the best traditions 
of small press 
publishing. 

MIKE DASH 
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REVIEWS 


UFOS AND 
ANTI-CRAVITY: 
PIECES FOR A 
JICSAW 

LEONARD C CRAMP 


ie 

Adventures Unlimited, 
Kempton, Illinois USA 
1996, pb, $16.95, 
pp. 388 

Index, illus, plates 
ISBN 0-932813-43-7. 


Originally published 
in 1966, this bizarre 
tome is a classic of 
weird science. Cramp 
presents us with his 
Tesla-inspired theory 
of flying saucer 
propulsion — an 
anti-gravity "G field" 
created by oscillating 
electromagnetic 
waves. Although 
Cramp is resolutely 
in favour of an ET 
origin for flying 
saucers, his book is 
as convincing an 
argument as any for 
some UFOs being 
manmade. Its 
Adamski-style craft 
crackle, spark and 
whine as they wobble 
across the skies, and 
today seem as much 
a part of a bygone 
era as the Model T 
Ford — a useful 
reminder that UFOs 
are inseparable from 
the technological 
culture of 

their times. 
Alternating between 
complex-looking 
mathematical 
formule, fantastic 
physics textbook 
diagrams of UFOs 
and case studies 
carefully selected 

to support his 
hypothesis, the result 
is an endearing, if at 
times virtually 
unreadable, piece 

of obsessive 
speculation. 

MARK PILKINCTON 
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REALITY CHECK 


BRAD WIENERS & DAVID 
PESCOVITZ (EDS) 


Hardwired, San Francisco, 1996, 
pb £11.99, 161pp, illus, index. 
ISBN 1-888869-03-8. 


at best and never more so than 

when technology is involved. 
We've all been guilty of chuckling 
over past technological speculation, 
from Gernsbeck’s Ralph 124C41+ 
with its logarithmic calculators and 
ztheric beams to the Tomorrow's 
World predictions of computer- 
operated kitchens and personal 
autogyros. This latest effort comes 
from the current prophets of the 
leading edge, under the egis of 
Wired, the bible of techno-hip, and 
as such can probably be considered 
the best we can do just now. 

And how good is it? Not bad, all 
things considered. Obviously, it's 
hard to judge these things, given 
that almost the entire book is made 
up of predictions; however, as I'm 
writing this review, the press reports 
that one of their 1997 predictions - 
a CD recorder for the home market 
— has been announced by Philips, 
while another - ‘intelligent agents’ - 
is quickly growing into a reality: 
indeed, since the book was pub- 
lished, Gary Kasparov has been 
beaten by the 1BM Deep Blue chess 
computer, significantly ahead of the 
writers' date of 2005. [see pg 34] 

So what can we expect, and when? 
The actual predictions are an 
appealing mix of optimism and 
pessimism; before the end of the 
century, we can expect a proper 
digital money system, a male birth 
control pill and overnight tailor- 
made clothing. The first decade of 
the new millennium will bring an 
AIDS vaccine, gene therapy for 
cancer and solar cars; however, we 
wil have to wait much longer 
for virtual sex. The assembled 
futurologists even go so far as to 
fully rule out some possibilities — 
sadly the personal jetpack is 
regarded as unlikely to ever make it 
to take-off. 

There are a few pleasing touches, 
such as the timelines accompanying 
each entry, showing when various 
experts predict each milestone will 
be passed. A hugely enjoyable book; 
it will be fascinating to spend the 
next 50 years tracking how well they 
did. Now, where did I leave the keys 
to my autogyro? 


Fo is a dodgy business 


JOE McNALLV 


BURNINC MAN 
BRAD WIENERS (ED.) 


e 

Las 

Hardwired, San Francisco, 1997, 
hb £18, 165pp, photos. 

ISBN 1-888869-13-5. 


he Burning Man festival has 
li become an American phenom- 
enon over the past 11 or so 
years. Like a Nineties remix of the 
free festivals which used to be a 
feature of the British underground 
and traveller scenes, it essentially 
boils down to hoards of nomadic 
hippies and techno-weirdos 
descending on a plain in the Black 
Rock desert, erecting a “wicker 
man” of wood and neon tubes, party- 
ing all night and then torching it. 
This large, lavish and beautifully- 
presented book is mainly a photo- 
graphic record of Burning Men 
through the years, with a half-dozen 
essays by counter- and cyber-culture 
types such as Bruce Sterling. The 
photos are wonderful, portraying the 
festival as a  cross-fertilisation 
between Woodstock and The Cars 
That Ate Paris. The essays explore 
its history and argue fiercely for the 
festival as a powerful force for social 
change (rather than, say, a bunch of 
middle-class stoners mucking 
about), and a much-needed reaction 
to the drab mainstream American 
culture of the Eighties. One might 
question exactly how wandering 
around naked while painted red is 
going to overturn the stagnant social 
order, but it’s obvious all involved 
are having a great time, so who are 
we to stop them? 
EDWARD HOWIE 


COMPETITION 34 


FUTURE VISIONS AND 
BURNING AMBITIONS 


WHO SCORED A HIT WITH THE POP 
APOCALYPSE ‘IN THE YEAR 2525’? 
The first five correct entries to be res- 
cued from the flaming pyre by the 
authors will each win copy of Reality 
Check AND Burning Man courtesy of 
publisher Hardwired. One entry please 
per person to reach us by 30 November. 
To enter, see page 61. 


PHOTOCRAPHINC 
FAIRIES 


b 443434 

Polygram/Starry Night 1997 (106 
mins). Dir. Nick Willing; starring Toby 
Stephens, Emily Woof, Ben Kingsley, 
Phil Davis, Frances Barber. PG15. 


expected to see a dramatisation of 

the notorious story of two young 

Yorkshire girls whose photographs 
of fairies in a glen near Cottingley so 
impressed Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
(who turned to spiritualism after the 
death of his son) and the 
Theosophical Society in 1920. What ! 
saw was something more delightful. 

The plot concerns a young 
photographer, Charles Castle, (Toby 
Stephens) whose newly-wed wife 
(Rachel Shelly) dies in a tragic 
accident that leaves him frozen with 
grief. After the war he supplements 
his portrait business by creating fake 
spirit photographs of dead soldiers at 
the request of recently bereaved 
families. Castle scorns their simple 
faith and, gate-crashing a meeting of 
the Theosophical Society, at which the 
Cottingley fairy photographs are being 
presented, proceeds to show how they 
had been faked. As a result, a woman 
challenges him to disprove a similar 
photo taken by her own daughters. He 
can't and, intrigued, visits their 
country village where he is drawn into 
a series of events centred on an 
ancient tree and a strange flower 
which, when eaten, speeds up 
perception allowing visions of the 
fairies 

The true nature of the fairies — 
Conan Doyle (Edward Hardwicke) 
explains them as chaotic beings 
expelled from Heaven — is almost 
irrelevant; it is their effect on the char- 
acters that concerns the film. For 
Castle, they offer renewed hope in a 
life beyond death and his desire to 
prove their existence leads to tragedy. 

Photographing Fairies is layered 
with plot and image devices which 
reverberate back and forth, and will 
undoubtedly repay further viewings. 
Listen out for the wonderful last 
utterance of Rev. Templeton (Ben 
Kingsley). Peppered throughout are 
references which could apply equally 
to aliens as to fairies or ghosts: eg. 
Conan Doyle speaks of the sense that 
we are not alone as "the oldest myth 
of mankind," and the girls' governess 
(Emily Woof) wonders if "stars are 
other worlds". 

Forteans will enjoy the main text; 
that it is not the photographer 
(representing curiosity) who brings 
doom to the fairies, but the vicar 
(representing bigoted dogmatism 
in all its forms). Photographing 
Fairies is a wonderful treat for the 
thoughtful — | predict that it will 
become a cult classic and a firm 
favourite on the art-house circuit. 

BOB RICKARD 
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ARROGANCE 


In his Fortress of Arrogance, deep below the Himalayas, the 
immortal Ascended Master known to mankind only as The 
Heirophant seeks out and studies the more disreputable 


tracks on the Akashic record. In his spare time, he abuses his 
higher mental powers to spy on fortean researchers and 
assemble highly incriminating files of trivial, scurrilous and 
often entirely fictional gossip. He has elected to share portions 
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which blessing we should daily give thanks 


HEIROPHANT ILLUSTRATION BY PHIL BOND 


IN NEXT 
MONTH'S 
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WE TURN THE HEADLICHTS ON ROAD 
GHOSTS AND PHANTOM ACCIDENTS 


THE HISTORY AND CURRENT STATUS 
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The Book of the Damned (1919), New Lands (1923), 
Lo! (1931), and Wild Talents (1932). 

His dictum “One measures a circle beginning any- 
where” expresses his philosophy of Continuity in which 
everything is in an intermediate state between extremes. 
He had ideas of the universe-as-organism and the 
transient nature of all apparent phenomena. He coined 
the term ‘teleportation’ and was perhaps the first to 
speculate that mysterious lights seen in the sky might be 
craft from outer space. However, he cut at the very roots 
of credulity: “I conceive of nothing, in religion, science 
or philosophy, that is more than the proper thing to wear, 
for a while.” 
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to continue the work of Charles Fort. Throughout his life, 
Fort was sceptical about scientific explanations, observing 
how scientists argued according to their own beliefs 
rather than the rules of evidence and that inconvenient 
data was ignored, suppressed, discredited or explained 
away (which is quite different from explaining a thing). . 
Fort, born of Dutch stock in Albany, New York, spent 
many years researching scientific literature in the New 
York Public Library and the British Museum Library. He 
marshalled his evidence and set forth his philosophy in 
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' 

couldn't care bear í 

í 

I 

Doctor Moose : 
t 

LI 

' 

' 


Godfather - Aged 2% Dk Green Long Sleeve No. DM-1 £16.99 Couldn't care bear Acc No. 
Grey XL T-shirt Dk Green Short Sleeve No. DM-2 £11.99 Black XL T-shirt 
Long Sleeve No. GD-1 £16.99 Navy Long Sleeve No. DM-3 £16.99 Long Sleeve No. BRI £16.99 
Short Sleeve No.GD-2 £11.99 Navy Short Sleeve No. DM4 — £11.99 Short Sleeve No.BR2 £11.99 Signature.............. u Expiry Date....... IET 
Please send your order to BUBBLE {UK} Ltd, PO Box 34 40. London N2 OPG Emo 
-€— 
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INTRODUCTIONS PHEROMONES 


P.O. BOX SENATE 1299, N18 C 


ECT EE: P 60 GIRLS 
NUMBERS moe LINE 


JUMP TO IT! 


A — nt 
Ever wanted to do 
a parachute jump? 
Courses available 
across the UK now. 
No experience needed 
-at the lowest price ever as all training is 


£5 for 10 given. Free charity 
£12 for 30 jumps, substantial 


£18 for 60 group discounts and 
personalised gift 


vouchers all available. 


For a FREE information pack call 


0171 359 6080 


^ Still the World's 
Number One 
Party Pill 


Stote quantity and send cheque or postal 
order made payable to Buzzywares to 
P.0. Box 10848 (ft), London SW6 5ZF 


‘SEX IN A BOTTLE" 


5 TIMES NORMAL ACTIVE STRENGTH 
15ml PHEROMONES Pocket Spray 
INDEPENDANT TESTS: OXFORD UNIV STUDENTS INCREASED 
'PULLING POWER' BY 84096 USING OUR 'SEX IN A BOTTLE' 
SOURCE: MAXIM MAG JAN 96 BUY DIRECT FROM 


THE HUMAN RESPONSE LABORATORIES (FT) 


PO BOX 123, DOUGLAS, ISLE OF MAN IM99 1LA 
UNIT PRICE £10, 2 OR MORE £7.50. OVERSEAS ADD £2, SAME 
DAY DESPATCH ON CARDS, CASH, POs ETC: CHEQUES 10 DAYS 


24 HR CARD ORDER LINE 01624 801983 


| — — £200 ner day 


| 


SE BE Se Ma wa WERDEN CURE UD SERENO 


| Sar etae or now fo tans pa 


For details of how to take part send an 
S.A.E to: Phase Il Services (Dept. BZ), 
PO Box 427, York YO2 1VL 


—- 


—— 


š is looking for an experienced full-time picture researcher to join its 
forteantimes small in-house team. Previous experience on magazines and at least 
a basic knoweldge of the subject preferable. Salary by negotiation, 
start in October. Fax covering letter and cv ASAP to: Mike Dash, publisher, on 0171 610 1931. 


“FORTEAN TO FORTEAN” 

Would you like to send a personal message, meet like-minded people? 
Then send a self-addressed A4 envelope to the above address. Your 
message will be allocated a box number and your replies sent directly 
to the advertiser. Confidence assured. 


m 10 words £17.62 gm 20 words £23.50 
gm 30 words £29.37 w 4 adverts for 3 


| enclose a cheque/Postal Order for £ 
| would like to pay by: 


. m rae 
- | visa |_| access/mastercard |_| amex Exp. date: 


card noL 


Signature Date 
My message reads 


Please note your advert will appear in the next available issue. 
Any problems or credit card orders, please call Carl on: 0171 470 2430 


FT103 65 


E T0 SUBSCRIBE TO FORTEAN TIMES 
Direct Debit in quarterly instalments of 2625 
ly available to re aders holding a UK bank 


YES, | WOULD LIK 
m 1 would like to pay hy 


(we regret that the Direct Debit option is on 
ons overleaf 


i i below and relevant sections 
Please complete Direct Debit form m 
4 Debit 


fortean PS de UNDA R HERD STORES 


Fortean Times Subscriptions,Bradley Pavilions, B p 
ction to the bank or building society and signature: 


| SEE. BIT OF A 
A ERY, Er7,,, 
VERY WELL, N2 A 
PUT-A PARTY 
ABOARD 


DOESNT SEEM To 
BE ANY SIGN OF LIFE, 
SiR — WE'VE. SIGNALLED 
2. DOZEN TIMES BUT 


Your instru 
Name and address of your bank/building society 


"CHARTS AND THINGS» 
Loc... ALL OK. 
p 


Name(s) of account holder(s) 


Account no: 


Bank sort code 

i ted Direct Debits from th 
Please pay John Brown Publishing Lim! 
subject "rA safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee 


Signature 
Banks/Building Societies may refuse to accept 


SEE OVER TO PAY BY CHEQUE OR CREDIT/DEBIT 


S o 
Cience FIC’ 
Ovie MEMORP 


Space Odyssey 


AT LAST- SOLID Poop! Space Odyssey Megastore 
ALL THE THOUSANDS OF 


THESE WRETCHED EARTHLINGS | MANCHESTER | BEEGOCKON 
WENE. PICKED MANCHESTER LEEDS 
(65) Oldham street, Eastgate, 


THis iS ME FRET WITH 
\ A USABLE SET OF 
FALSE TEE 


/ 


Piccadilly, Manchester M1 1JR. The Headrow, Leeds LS2 7JL. 
telephone : 0161 839 4777. telephone : 0113 242 6325. 
fax : 0161 839 4999 fax : 0113 247 0131. 


66 rros3 


. 7 z 


I: 


66 FTI03 


L-LAWp 'ELP 
US, SiDe. 1 
TS A SEA 


Jan 


-«——— See over to pay by Direct Debit. 
| would like to pay by cheque or 
credit /debit card 
at the UK rate of £24.99 
at the EU rate of £31.50 
at the Rest of World rate of £37.50/$75 


| enclose a cheque/International 


Money Order payable to John Brown 
Publishing Limited. 


Australian subscribers make cheques 
payable to Gordon & Gotch Ltd. 


Please debit my credit/debit card 

(tick one) © Visa © Mastercard 
Diners Club © American Express 
Switch (issue no. | 


B 
` 


mins 


ji 
LK 


, 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 
Address 


Postcode Telephone 


Please tick if you prefer not to receive occasional mailings from selected companies 


UK, EU and ROW orders should be sent to 
FORTEAN TIMES, FREEPOST (SW6096), 
BRISTOL, BS32 OBR. 

You won't need a stamp if posting in the UK. 


Or phone our credit card hotline 
on + 44 (0) 1454 202515. 


US customers should call Toll Free Number 
888 428 6676 

Australian orders should be sent to: 
FORTEAN TIMES, GORDON & GOTCH LTD, 
SUBSCRIPTION DIVISION, PRIVATE BAG 290, 
BURWOOD, VICTORIA 3125 AUSTRALIA. 

[303] 


WE 
THi 
A 
F 


UISIT THE NORTH'S LRRGEST SCIENCE-FICTION & SUPER HERO STORES 


Space Odyssey Megastore 


@ Oldham street, 


Piccadilly, Manchester M1 1JR. 
telephone : 0161 839 4777. 
fax : 0161 839 4999 


Space Odyssey 
Eastgate, 


The Headrow, Leeds LS2 7JL. 
telephone : 0113 242 6325. 
fax : 0113 247 0131. 


SMOKING WHEN PREGNANT 
HARMS YOUR BABY 


Chief Medical Officers’ Warning 
12 mg Tar 0.9 mg Nicotine 


